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About Think New Mexico

Think New Mexico is a results-oriented think tank whose mission is to
improve the lives of all New Mexicans, especially those who lack a
strong voice in the political process. We fulfill this mission by educating
the public, the media, and policymakers about some of the most seri-
ous challenges facing New Mexico and by developing and advocating
for enduring, effective, evidence-based solutions.

Our approach is to perform and publish sound, nonpartisan, independent
research. Unlike many think tanks, Think New Mexico does notsubscribe
to any particularideology. Instead, because New Mexico is at or near the
bottom of so many national rankings, our focus is on promoting work-
able solutions that will lift all New Mexicans up.

Organization Information

Think New Mexico began its operations on January 1, 1999. It is a tax-
exempt organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code. In order to maintain its independence, Think New Mexico does not
accept government funding. Contributions from individuals, businesses,
and foundations are welcomed, encouraged, and tax-deductible.

The paper used to print this report has been certified as sustainably sourced.
Copyright © 2022 by Think New Mexico Think ® and Think New Mexico ®
are registered marks with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
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Think New Mexico's Results

As a results-oriented think tank serving New Mexicans, Think New

Mexico measures its success based on changes in law or policy we
help to achieve and that improve the lives of all New Mexicans.
Our results include:

« Making full-day kindergarten accessible to every child in New
Mexico

+ Repealing the state's regressive tax on food and successfully
defeating attempts to reimpose it

+ Creating a Strategic Water Reserve to protect and restore New
Mexico's rivers

Establishing New Mexico's first state-supported Individual De-
velopment Accounts to alleviate the state's persistent poverty

Redirecting millions of dollars a year out of the state lottery’s
excessive operating costs and into college scholarships

Reforming title insurance to reduce closing costs for homebuyers
and homeowners who refinance their mortgages

Streamlining and professionalizing the state Public Regulation
Commission

Creating a one-stop online portal for all business fees and filings

Establishing a user-friendly health care transparency website
where New Mexicans can find the cost and quality of common
medical procedures at any hospital in the state

Enacting the Work and Save Act to make state-sponsored In-
dividual Retirement Accounts accessible to New Mexicans who
lack access to retirement savings through their jobs

Making the state's infrastructure spending transparent by reveal-
ing the legislative sponsors of every capital project

Adding financial literacy to the state's education standards

Ending predatory lending by reducing the maximum annual
interest rate on small loans from 175% to 36%

Repealing the tax on Social Security for middle and lower income
New Mexicans

-
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Think New Mexico's Board of Directors

Consistent with our nonpartisan approach, Think New Mexico's board is composed of
Democrats, Independents, and Republicans. They are statesmen and stateswomen who
have no agenda other than to help New Mexico succeed. They are also the brain trust
of this think tank.

Clara Apodaca, a native of Las Cruces, was First Lady of New
Mexico from 1975-1978. She served as New Mexico's Secretary
of Cultural Affairs under Governors Toney Anaya and Garrey
Carruthers and as senior advisor to the U.S. Department of the
Treasury. Clara is the former President and CEO of the National
Hispanic Cultural Center Foundation.

Jacqueline Baca has been President of Bueno Foods since 1986.
Jackie was a founding board member of Accion and has served
on the boards of the Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Com-
merce, the New Mexico Family Business Alliance, and WESST.
In 2019, she was appointed to the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas
City's Denver Branch Board of Directors.

Paul Bardacke served as Attorney General of New Mexico from
1983-1986.He s a Fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers,
and he handles complex commercial litigation and mediation
with the firm of Bardacke Allison in Santa Fe. Paul was a member

of the National Park System Advisory Board for seven years.

Notah Begay 111, Navajo/San Felipe/Isleta Pueblo, is the only
full-blooded Native American to have played on the PGA Tour,
where he won four tournaments. He now works with Native com-
munities to develop world-class golf properties. Notah founded
The Notah Begay |1l Foundation (NB3F), which works to reduce
obesity and diabetes among Native American youth.

Garrey Carruthers served as Governor of New Mexico from
1987-1990 and as Chancellor of the system and President of New
Mexico State University from 2013-2018. In between he was
Dean of the College of Business at NMSU and President and CEO
of Cimarron Health Plan. Garrey was instrumental in establishing

the Arrowhead Center for economic development in Las Cruces.
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LaDonnaHarris is the Founder and Chair of the Board of Americans
for Indian Opportunity. She s also a founder of the National Women's
Political Caucus. LaDonna was a leader in the effort to return the
Taos Blue Lake to Taos Pueblo. She is an enrolled member of
the Comanche Nation.

Edward Lujan is the former CEO of Manuel Lujan Agencies, the
largest privately owned insurance agency in New Mexico. Ed is
also a former Chairman of the Republican Party of New Mexico,
the New Mexico Economic Development Commission, and the
National Hispanic Cultural Center of New Mexico, where he is
now Chair Emeritus.

Liddie Martinez is a native of Espafiola whose family has lived in
northern New Mexico since the 1600s. She is the Market Pres-
ident-Los Alamos for Enterprise Bank and Trust and a past Board
Chair of the Los Alamos National Laboratory Foundation. She also
farms the Rancho Faisan. Liddie served on Governor Michelle
Lujan Grisham's Economic Recovery Council.

Judith K. Nakamura was a member of the New Mexico judici-
ary from 1998-2020. She was appointed to the New Mexico Su-
preme Court in 2015, and in 2017, she became only the fourth
woman to serve as Chief Justice in the Court's 108-year history.
Judy is an avid hot air balloon pilot and she serves on the board
of the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.

Fred Nathan, Jr. founded Think New Mexico and is its Executive
Director. Fred served as Special Counsel to New Mexico Attorney
General Tom Udall from 1991-1998. In that capacity, he was
the architect of several successful legislative initiatives and was in
charge of New Mexico's lawsuit against the tobacco industry,
which resulted in a $1.25 billion settlement for the state.

Roberta Cooper Ramo is the first woman elected President of
the American Bar Association and the American Law Institute.
Roberta has served on the State Board of Finance and was Pres-
dent of the University of New Mexico Board of Regents. In 2011,
she was inducted into the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
Roberta is a shareholder in the Modrall Sperling law firm.
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Dear New Mexican:

During this year's legislative session only 64 bills passed out of
the 503 that were introduced, the lowest number for at least
the last decade. We are delighted that two of those bills were
reforms that Think New Mexico championed to end predatory
lending and to repeal the tax on Social Security income for middle
and lower income seniors.

Passing impactful legislation often takes multiple attempts over
several years. Ending predatory lending took two years from the
publication of our report making the case for this reform, and
repealing the tax on Social Security income took three years from
the issuance of our report on the state's retirement security crisis.

Perhaps the best example is the food tax. We began our campaign
to repeal this regressive tax in 2001, and we won passage of the
repeal after a three-year fight. In the two decades since, we have
fended off repeated attempts to reimpose the tax, and just last
year, we strengthened the law to make sure that the most vulner-
able New Mexicans are not paying taxes on delivered groceries.

We are able to keep working on these issues for as long as it
takes to transform our recommendations into reality thanks to
our social investors. Their consistent support, even during the
lean years when we come up empty-handed, makes possible
the years like this one, when we are able to enact laws that will
tangibly improve the lives of so many New Mexicans.

As you can see in the box below, in 2021 Think New Mexico's
financial supporters realized a social return on their investments in
excess of 27,000% ! We hope you will consider making your own
investment in this work by sending a contribution in the enclosed
yellow envelope, giving online at www.thinknewmexico.org, or
supporting Think New Mexico in one of the many ways listed on
the back inside cover. We are excited about what we might be
able to accomplish in the years to come with your help.

Fred Nathan, Jr.

Think New Mexico's

STAFF

Abenicio Baldonado
Education Reform Director

Kristina G. Fisher
Associate Director

Susan Martin
Business Manager

Fred Nathan, Jr.
Executive Director

2021 SOCIAL RETURN ON INVESTMENT: 27,400%

In 2021, Think New Mexico raised slightly more than $1 million and saved New Mexicans $275 million:
115,000 seniors will save about $100 million from the Social Security tax repeal, and 240,000 mostly low-
income New Mexicans will save approximately $175 million from ending predatory lending. Thus, every
$1 invested in Think New Mexico last year put $275 back in the pockets of New Mexicans annually.




THE YEAR IN REVIEW
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the Peod Tax and Mow ts Do It

ENDING THE TAXATION OF DELIVERED GROCERIES

It's been more than 20 years since Think New Mexico first began fighting to repeal New
Mexico's regressive food tax, and to our astonishment, the fight continues. During the
height of the Covid-19 pandemic, we learned that some grocers— primarily large out-
of-state chains — were taking advantage of a loophole in the law to tax the sale of food
that New Mexicans ordered for delivery, even though food has been tax-free since
Think New Mexico won passage of the repeal in 2004. This extra expense for delivered

groceries was particularly harmful for elderly, disabled, and immunocompromised New Mexicans. So last

year, Think New Mexico successfully championed the enactment of legislation closing the loophole. Our

law took effect July 1, 2021, and we soon heard from two New Mexicans that they were still being taxed

on their delivered groceries from Walmart. We alerted the New Mexico Taxation and Revenue

Department and Walmart's corporate managers, and they quickly came into compliance with the new law.

LAS CRUCES:SUN-NEWS

‘Money’s money:’ Walmart taxed
grocery deliveries after N.M. tax
deduction bill took effect

BY MIRANDA CYR JULY 20, 2021

LAS CRUCES — Weeks after the new bill went into effect
that included delivered groceries in New Mexico’s Gross
Receipts tax deductions, two individuals reported taxes
on their Walmart deliveries.

House Bill 98 was signed by Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham on April 5, and went into effect on July 1.

William Turner, a Las Cruces resident, noticed a $6.50
tax on his $96.30 Walmart order receipt on July 14. A
woman in Rio Rancho found a tax on her order that
same week.

«r , ,
It’s not a great deal of money, but money’s money,
Turner said.

During the pandemic, New Mexicans noticed gross re-
ceipts tax charges on their delivered groceries, which
would normally be tax-free in grocery stores. Delivered
groceries became popular due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the push to stay indoors whenever possible.
Turner was one of those people who turned to delivered
grocery options.

“The pandemic of course made delivered groceries much
more attractive,” Turner said. “They’ve been taxing (de-
livered groceries) ever since we started, which is proba-
bly maybe a year and a half ago.”

“Under the old law, groceries had to be purchased at a
qualifying grocer to be eligible for the deduction, word-
ing that predated the recent popularity of grocery deliv-
eries,” stated a press release from the New Mexico Tax
and Revenue Department on April 13.

In 2004, a bill was passed making most grocery items
qualify for the food tax deduction. However, hot, pre-
made foods, pet food, alcoholic beverages and household
supplies are taxable.

In the previous verbiage, only “sale of food at a retail
food store ... may be deducted from gross receipts.” The

new bill changed the word “at” to “by,” effectively mak-
ing delivered goods also deductible.

“Itis deeply disturbing that Walmart is continuing to tax
delivered groceries even though the legislature passed a
law in March that explicitly prohibits taxing groceries,
beginning July 1,2021,” stated Fred Nathan of Think
New Mexico, a group that initially pushed representa-
tives to make the change in the language of the bill.

Turner said he had been following Think New Mexico’s
push for the bill, which partly made him realize the con-
tinued tax in the first place.

A Walmart spokesperson gave a statement to the Sun-
News about the tax.

“After receiving clarification from the state on the new
tax exemption law, we are working to remove assessment
of sales tax on eligible delivered food items. We apologize
for the confusion.”

The spokesperson didn’t give a specific timeline regard-
ing when shoppers will see this change enacted. Walmart
will be working toward reimbursing incorrectly charged
customers as well, the company stated.

5 Think New Mexico




ENDING PREDATORY LENDING

In 2020, Think New Mexico published a report proposing to end predatory lending by
reducing the maximum annual interest rate on small loans from 175% to 36% . We came
close to enacting this reform during the 2021 session, but the army of lobbyists for the
predatory lending industry derailed the bill in the final hours of the session. In the months
that followed, Think New Mexico kept up the pressure on lawmakers to pass this reform.

We won the support of the Hispano Chamber of Commerce and the New Mexico
Chamber of Commerce, and their endorsements helped persuade several Republican legislators who had
opposed the bill last time to vote for it when we brought the bill back during the 2022 session. Meanwhile,
two of our board members, LaDonna Harris and Notah Begay Ill, made the case for why ending predato-
ry lending is so important to New Mexico's native communities. This year, the bill passed the House on a
bipartisan vote of 51-18, the Senate on a vote of 19-8, and it was signed into law by the Governor. When
the law takes effect next January 1, it will end four decades of predatory lending in New Mexico. Based
on data from the state Regulation and Licensing Department, we estimate that this reform will save

240,000 low-income New Mexicans approximately $175 million a year in interest and fees.

ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2022

Bill aimed at ‘predatory’ loans gains momentum

Measure goes to Senate
after winning bipartisan
support in House vote

BY DAN MCKAY AND DAN BOYD
JOURNAL CAPITOL BUREAU

SANTA FE — Legislation
that would sharply reduce New
Mexico’s interest rate cap for
storefront lenders could move
quickly in the Senate after
winning bipartisan support
in a late-night House vote — a
breakthrough supporters say
pushes the bill closer than ever
to passage.

In an attempt to crack down
on what some describe as
“predatory” loans, the proposal
would lower the annual inter-
est rate cap on small loans to
36%, bringing the limit in line
with what federal law allows
for active-duty members of the
military. The state now allows
an interest rate of 175% a year.

A similar measure to lower
the cap died last year amid a
deadlock between the House
and Senate over where to set to
the maximum rate.

But it was the House, not the
Senate, that balked at approv-
ing a rate as low as 36% for all
small loans during the 2021
debate.

In a reversal this year, the
House late Monday voted 51-18
in favor of capping the interest
rate at 36%. The bill, House Bill
132, was amended to also permit
a 5% one-time charge — similar
to an origination fee — for loans
of $500 or less. ...

The House vote came about
11:30 p.m. Monday after a three-
hour debate over the storefront
lending industry.

Eight Republicans joined
almost every Democrat in voting
in favor of the bill, in addition to
support from Rep. Phelps Ander-
son, a Roswell independent and
co-sponsor of the bill. Two Dem-
ocrats casted “no” votes. ...

“The big bipartisan vote in the
House is a watershed moment
in the fight to end predatory
lending in New Mexico,” Kris-
tina Fisher, associate director
of the nonpartisan group Think
New Mexico, said in a written
statement.

The 5% fee proposal developed
by the House “is a reasonable

compromise,” she said, “and we
will not oppose it.” ...

New Mexico has a long his-
tory debating how to regulate
the loan industry.

A previous 36% cap on loan
interest rates was abolished
by the Legislature in the 1980s
amid high inflation, accord-
ing to research done by Think
New Mexico, which has pushed
for the lower rate cap to be
reinstated.

After years of debate at the
Roundhouse, lawmakers passed
a 2017 bill that established the
current 175% small loan inter-
estrate cap and banned so-called
payday loans with terms of less
than 120 days.

The Roundhouse debate has
attracted the attention of many
national companies that have
hired lobbyists to represent their
interests.

Small loan companies gave
$140,000 in campaign contribu-
tions to New Mexico candidates
and political committees during
the 2020 election cycle, according
to arecent report by New Mexico
Ethics Watch.

Copyright © 2022 Albuguerque Journal
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Native communities need legislative
action to end predatory lending

LaDonna Harris and Notah Begay 11

t is urgent that the Legisla-

ture and Governor Michelle

Lujan Grisham enact House

Bill 132 (Herrera, Egolf and

Garratt) during the 2022
session to reduce the maximum
annual interest rate on small
loans from 175%, one of the
highest rates in the nation, to
36%.

This issue is personal to us,
as the burden of predatory
lending does not fall evenly on
all New Mexicans.

Even though Native lands
make up less than 10% of the
state’s geography, 64% of pred-
atory lenders in New Mexico
operate within 15 miles of our
reservation communities.

It is our families, friends and
neighbors who get caught in the
cycle of insurmountable debt
created by the high interest
structure of predatory loans.
This cycle drains financial
resources from individuals,
families, and our communities,
and causes great personal and
financial turmoil.

As proud board members
of Think New Mexico, the
nonpartisan statewide think
tank whose 2020 report made
a compelling case for capping
interest rates at 36%, we know
that a 36% interest rate cap can
work because both the federal
government and other states
have proven it.

Access to capital has always
been a privilege available to
the American people. It is this
access that promotes entre-
preneurship and innovation in
individuals and businesses.

A cap of 36% interest on high-
risk loans is a fair and compet-
itive rate as determined by the
federal government.

In 2006, the Department of
Defense recognized that pred-
atory lending was impacting
national security because so

many members of the mili-
tary were getting trapped by
high-interest loans.

So Congress and President
George W. Bush, working in
bipartisan fashion, passed the
Military Lending Act, cap-
ping the annual interest rates
of loans to military service
members and their families
at 36%.

Thanks to this federal law,
Native American service
members and their families are
already shielded from preda-
tory loans - but many families
remain at risk.

At least 14 other states have
enacted firm caps of 36% APR
or less on car title and install-
ment loans and also eliminated
or strictly limited payday loans.

Every time one of these laws
is passed, high-cost lenders
claim that communities like
ours would lose access to credit.
This is false.

In fact, responsible lenders
have stayed in those states and
continued to offer loans at 36%
or less; low-cost loans from
credit unions increased; and
community institutions have
ensured that affordable credit is
widely available.

In South Dakota, for example,
after interest rates were capped
at 36% in 2016, two Native-led
Community Development Fi-
nancial Institutions, the Black
Hills Community Loan Fund
and the Four Bands Commu-
nity Loan Fund, provided
millions of dollars in affordable
loans to needy borrowers.

Here in New Mexico, we
have 142 credit union branches
across the state, along with 17
CDFIs.

A 2015 report from the New
Mexico Finance Committee
noted that “Native Community
Finance, a CDF1, is able to pro-
vide financial counseling and
refinance loans at APRs less

7 Think New Mexico

than 15% for subprime borrow-
ers.”

Credit unions and CDFIs
are ready and able to meet the
financial needs of our commu-
nities at affordable rates.

Last year, Native Ameri-
can leaders including the All
Pueblo Council of Governors
and the Navajo Nation Council
testified in favor of legislation
that would have lowered the
maximum annual interest rate
on small loans from 175% to
36%.

The bill was also supported
by the Native American Voters
Alliance, the cities of Albu-
querque and Las Cruces, and
McKinley and Valencia coun-
ties, among many others.

We were very disheart-
ened when last year’s bill
was amended in the House
to allow for interest rates of
99% on all loans under $1,100,
more than two-thirds of all
small loans.

The Senate understandably
refused to support this exces-
sive rate, which had been pro-
posed by lobbyists for predatory
lenders, meaning that reform
was put off for another year and
rates stayed at an unconsciona-
ble 175%.

Governor Lujan Grisham
and many legislators have ex-
pressed their support for Native
nations and their desire to end
predatory lending.

The time has come for legis-
lators, especially those repre-
senting the Native communi-
ties targeted by these lenders,
to step up and pass House
Bill 132 to finally put an end
to this practice of financial
exploitation.

LADONNA HARRIS, founder of
Americans for Indian Opportunity,

is a citizen of the Comanche Nation.
Notah Begay lll, founder of the NB3
Foundation, is Navajo-San Felipe-ls-
leta Pueblo.
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Victory at last: Legislature OKs
bill to end 175% interest rate

ew Mexico legislators took a giant step
Wednesday toward shutting down a few
hundred businesses.

Good for the lawmakers.

They went from timid to tough-minded in
a month, at last acting to end more than three
decades of legal loan-sharking in New Mexico.

By approving House Bill 132, the Legislature
sided with state residents instead of wealthy pred-
atory lending companies. The bill would reduce
the maximum annual interest rate on installment
loans from 175 percent to
36 percent.

A late amendment by
Sen. Cliff Pirtle, R-Roswell,
pushed back the bill’s effec-
tive date from July 1to Jan. 1.
Pirtle voted against the bill
after amending it, demon-
strating that a minority of
state lawmakers still bow to
an industry that takes from
the poor and gives to the rich.

The House of Represen-
tatives concurred with the
amendment by Pirtle. It was a
painful but pragmatic compromise.

With less than 24 hours remaining in the 30-day
legislative session, slashing the oppressive interest
rate was more important than possibly losing the
bill by contesting Pirtle’s gift to storefront lenders.

Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham
issued a statement Wednesday praising legislators
for approving the measure. It was a clear indica-
tion she will sign the bill into law.

Lobbyists for the predatory companies have
been spinning circles around legislators for years.
The dizzying experience was often supplemented
with campaign contributions.

Lobbyists for the national companies expected
to win again this time. McDonald’s has one
restaurant in New Mexico for every 23,000 peo-
ple. There’s a storefront lender for every 4,000
residents.

Milan
Simonich
Ringside Seat

House Speaker Brian Egolf, D-Santa Fe, played
a key role in the turnabout,

Egolf last year was so passive about a similar
bill to end predatory lending that he told me he
was unaware of its prospect of passing. Egolf this
winter co-sponsored HB 132 with Rep. Susan
Herrera, D-Embudo.

With the speaker engaged in stopping preda-
tory lending, all but two of 45 House Democrats
voted for the bill.

Eight of 24 House Republicans also voted for
the bill, a reversal from last year when the GOP
closed ranks to maintain triple-digit interest rates.

Two Republicans senators, Steve Neville of
Farmington and Gay Kernan of Hobbs, also
backed the lower interest rate.

Sen. David Gallegos, R-Eunice, voted for the
lower interest rate in a committee hearing, but
flip-flopped later. Gallegos raised the same talking
points spouted by storefront lenders — proof that
industry lobbyists attacked the bill until the end.

Another important figure in passing the bill was
Juan Fernandez, president and CEO of the Credit
Union Association of New Mexico. A cool hand
during debates, Fernandez told legislators credit
unions can and are making emergency loans at no
more than 28 percent interest.

Fernandez’s effort rebutted claims by storefront
lenders that downtrodden consumers would have
no access to credit if the bill were approved.

Behind the scenes, a polite, persistent group
helped pass the bill. The public policy organiza-
tion Think New Mexico, headed by Fred Nathan,
outperformed former legislators Debbie Rodella
and Raymond Sanchez, who were part of an army
of lobbyists for storefront lenders.

Rep. Herrera worked for four years to pass the
bill. She compared herself to Sisyphus, a mythical
figure forced to roll a boulder up a hill for eternity.

Cutting outrageous interest rates shouldn't
have been difficult. The difference this year was
legislators listened to reason instead of industry
lobbyists spreading mythology of their own.

Think New Mexico 8



REPEALING THE TAX ON SOCIAL SECURITY INCOME

In our 2019 report on improving retirement security, we recommended that New
Mexico join the 38 states that do not tax Social Security income. We struggled to gain
traction for our proposal in the legislature over the last two years, with some legislators
objecting to extending the tax break to higher income seniors. This year, the governor
endorsed the repeal of the tax on Social Security during her State of the State address,
and the legislature’s tax committees proposed a compromise: repealing the tax for indi-

vidual seniors with incomes up to $100,000 and couples with incomes up to $150,000— about 86 % of

all New Mexico seniors. We supported the compromise, which will provide hundreds of dollars a year in

tax relief to 115,000 New Mexico seniors, projected to total $100 million a year in the next few years.

This is a meaningful win for middle income seniors who make too much to qualify for low-income tax

exemptions— especially the more than 55,000 New Mexico grandparents who are serving as the primary

guardians for their grandchildren while trying not to outlive their retirement savings.

The clock is ticking;

Social Security tax

needs tO be r epealed ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2022

Back in 1983, the powers that were Congress decided they
needed to start taxing Social Security benefits. As wrong-
headed as that was, the U.S. House and Senate agreed not
to tax Social Security benefits for Americans with incomes
below $25,000, or $32,000 if married.

Fast forward nearly 40 years. Those federal taxation
thresholds haven't changed, even as benefits have grown
and become increasingly subject to income taxes.

What did change was 18 states — including New Mexico
— jumping on the Social Security taxing bandwagon. New
Mexico lawmakers buried a single-line provision on the last
page of a tax bill in the waning hours of the 1990 legislative
session that triggered the state’s personal income tax on
Social Security benefits.

There was no public comment then, but we sure have
heard from seniors since then about the double-taxation of
their benefits — money recipients already paid state and
federal taxes on when they earned it.

Fortunately, more and more states are coming to their
senses. Six of those 18 states have pulled back the tax com-
pletely, according to Think New Mexico, a Santa Fe-based
think tank that says fully eliminating the Social Security
tax would keep about $846 a year in the pockets of the aver-
age New Mexico senior. North Dakota repealed its Social
Security tax last year.

According to Think New Mexico data, Colorado last
year started exempting Social Security benefit taxation
for evervone over 65. Utah and Vermont exempt anyone
with an income under $45,000 and couples under $60,000.
Montana and Nebraska are phasing in an exemption of 50
percent of Social Security income.

“The movement is toward reducing and repealing,” says
Think New Mexico executive director Fred Nathan.

Ofthe 12 states that tax Social Security benefits, New Mex-
ico has the second harshest taxes, according to the AARP,
and is among the last states to tax Social Security benefits
to the fullest extent allowable under federal law.

1t’s little wonder then that our neighboring states have
made great strides attracting retirees and senior citizens,
who spend much of their retirement incomes in-state.

The 2020 Census showed more people are leaving New
Mexico than moving here. Eliminating the Social Security
tax could help alter that trend. As it is, taxing Social Secu-
rity remains a deterrent — to both those who retire in our
state and retirees who consider moving here — to making
New Mexico their forever home.

After 30 years of unfair taxation, state lawmakers are
inching toward a full repeal.

House Bill 48 cleared the House Labor, Veterans and Mili-
tary Affairs Committee Tuesday by a 5-4 vote. Senate Bill
108, which has the governor’s specific backing, is scheduled
to be heard Thursday afternoon by the Senate Tax, Business
and Transportation Committee. Both bills would scrap the
state’s taxation of Social Security benefits.

Fully repealing the Social Security tax would cost the
state an estimated $118.1 million in annual revenue in the
next fiscal year. That lost revenue amounts to about 1.4% of
next year’s record proposed $8.4 billion budget.

“This is the perfect year to do it because of the revenue-
generating capacity we have right now,” says state Sen.
Michael Padilla, D-Albuquerque, sponsor of SB 108. “The
bottom line is folks are living longer. Their income has to
be stretched not for five or 10 years but often for 30 years.”

More than 52,000 New Mexico seniors with incomes of
less than $50,000 paid tax on their Social Security benefits
in 2018, according to AARP New Mexico. Social Security
is the only source of a stable and guaranteed retirement
income for many of them, who are increasingly using their
fixed income to care for not only their children, but also
their grandchildren.

New Mexico has the financial means to repeal the tax.
And with the governor’s backing, we hope there is now the
political will.

Lawmakers have just two weeks to get it through both
chambers, and to better position New Mexico as a retire-
ment mecca— boosting the state’s population, stimulating
the economy and raising GRT and other revenues.

We hope they finally do the right thing and get it done —
for New Mexico residents 65 and older and for the well-being
of the state overall.
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Middle class wins with Social Security tax deal

Teachers, nurses,
police officers would
benefit from change

BY FRED NATHAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THINK
NEW MEXICO

The compromise
reached by Gov. Michelle
Lujan Grisham and
Senate Democrats to
remove the tax on Social
Security income for
all lower- and middle-
income seniors — with
incomes up to $100,000 for
individuals and $150,000
for couples — represents
areasonable compromise
among proponents and
opponents of a full repeal.

The state’s tax on Social
Security has been in
effect since 1990, when
the Legislature passed
a complex tax bill that
buried the provision on a
single line on the second-
to-last page. Beginning
atleast as early as
1997, legislators from
both parties have been
introducing legislation to
repeal the tax on Social
Security.

In 2019, Think New
Mexico advocated for
a full repeal in our
report, “Solving the
Hidden Crisis: Achieving
Retirement Security
for all New Mexicans,”
which was prompted by
a 2018 UNM study that

found two out of every
three private sector
workers in New Mexico
have no money saved for
retirement.

There are many good
arguments for a full
repeal, beginning with
the fact it is not good tax
policy to tax anyone twice
on what is essentially
the same income —when
New Mexicans are
working, the state taxes
the money that is taken
out of their paychecks for
Social Security; then they
are taxed again on the
benefits they receive.

The fact New Mexico
heavily taxes Social
Security benefits is
amajor reason why
Kiplinger’s, Money, Yahoo
Finance and Wallet
Hub, among others,
consistently rank our
state as one of the worst to
retire in. Fully repealing
the tax would help get
us off those lists. Given
all the amenities of the
Land of Enchantment,
repealing this tax would
likely move us to the lists
of best states to retire.

Finally, tax experts
have urged policymakers
to make N.M.’s tax code
look more like that
of other states. Fully
repealing the tax would
be a step in that direction
because we would be

joining the growing list
of 38 states that do not tax

Social Security income.

Critics of a full repeal
argue, however, that
repealing the entire
tax would also benefit
wealthier New Mexicans
who may not need the
help. They also argue
that, despite having
more than $1 billion of
new money in this fiscal
year, state government
would not be able to afford
the cost of a full repeal
when the next economic
downturn hits.

The Senate compromise
would reduce the price
tag of this reform from
$118.1 million to $84.1
million, or about 1% of the
state general fund. That
is about a 30% reduction
from the cost of a full
repeal.

Perhaps most
importantly, this
compromise represents
targeted tax relief for the
middle class. These folks
are the retired teachers,
nurses, police officers
and first responders who
we need to attract and
retain in New Mexico,
as well as the 55,000
grandparents who are
the primary guardians
for their grandchildren.
This compromise will put
about $700 back into their
pockets annually in their
retirement.

As Taxation and
Revenue Secretary
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Stephanie Schardin
Clarke stated, the
compromise “will benefit
tens of thousands of
middle-class and lower-
income seniors in New
Mexico.” Currently, New
Mexico begins taxing
Social Security for
individual seniors with
incomes over $28,500.

The compromise,
which passed the Senate
Tax Committee 9-1,
disappoints those on both
sides of the debate. Some
may want to lower the
income levels at which
the tax exemption applies
and keep the tax on more
middle-class seniors.

But if the compromise
is renegotiated, those on
the other side might push
for their own changes,
like a full repeal; or the
addition of an inflation
adjuster on the income
levels like the one the
Legislature passed last
year for the Low Income
Comprehensive Tax
Rebate; or the inclusion
of a $30 million tax cut for
military retirees who also
wrongly pay a punishing
tax on their pensions

Those wishing to
support the compromise
should visit Think New
Mexico’s website at www.
thinknewmexico.org and
urge their legislators to
pass it and send it to the
governor.
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Governor signs bill cutting
$400M in taxes

Law exempts low-, middle-income seniors from Social Security tax

By Daniel J. Chacén

dchacon@sfnewmexican.com

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham
signed a sweeping tax bill into law
Tuesday, promising the legislation
would provide financial relief to a
“wide swath” of New Mexicans —

including grandparents who are
raising some of the state’s youngest
residents.

The governor and legislators who
attended the bill signing said New
Mexicans should expect more tax
reform in the future.

Among the most touted cuts in
the omnibus tax package passed
during the 30-day legislative session
that ended in February is a provi-
sion that exempts Social Security
benefits from taxation for low- and
middle-income seniors.

Toni Atencio, 75, who attended the
bill signing ceremony, said eliminating
the state’s personal income tax on Social
Security benefits for many seniors will
be “life changing,” especially for people
in a situation such as hers.

“My son passed away in July and left
four kids — he was a single dad — so
I have them now, and everything is so
expensive,” she said. “This package is
going to help save my dignity because I'll
be able to provide for my grandkids and
be able to afford services for them that
they badly need.”

The tax package, known as House
Bill 163, also reduces the gross receipts
tax rate for the first time in 40 years
and includes tax rebates of up to $500,

a child tax credit of up to $175 per child,
tax exemptions for military veterans and
tax credits for hospital nurses who work
full time.

In addition, the legislation extends
the solar market tax credit and ends
the so-called tampon tax by creating a
gross receipts tax deduction for feminine
hygiene products.

Altogether, the tax bill is expected to
provide about $400 million of recurring
tax relief. ...

Fred Nathan Jr., founder and executive
director of Think New Mexico, a Santa
Fe-based think tank that has pushed to
repeal the tax on Social Security, called
the exemption “meaningful tax relief for
115,000 low- and middle-income seniors”
across the state.

“It all started with stumbling across
the statistic that nearly 80 percent of
New Mexico adults have $10,000 or
less saved for their retirement,” he said,
adding the group issued a report called
“Solving the Hidden Crisis.”

“We said the easiest, most important
thing to do would be to repeal the tax
on Social Security income, and so we're
delighted that the Legislature and the
governor have done this,” Nathan said.

Follow Daniel J. Chacén on Twitter
@danieljchacon.
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STRENGTHENING FINANCIAL LITERACY EDUCATION

Our 2020 report on ending predatory lending also recommended that the state make
financial literacy a high school graduation requirement and add personal finance to New
Mexico's education standards. These reforms would ensure that all students learn key
skills and concepts like how to budget, open a bank account, save, invest, make smart
credit choices, and apply for financial aid to pay for college. While we have not yet been

able to win passage of the financial literacy graduation requirement, our new Education
Reform Director Abenicio Baldonado led a successful effort to add financial literacy to the state's educa-
tion standards. Abenicio wrote draft standards, based on national best practices, and organized our sup-
porters, who submitted 263 public comments urging the Public Education Department to adopt our pro-
posal. The PED took notice of this strong public response, and they adopted 33 specific financial literacy
standards, 25 of which were drafted by Abenicio. With this change, New Mexico is no longer one of only
five states that fails to include financial literacy in its education standards. We plan to build on this
progress by bringing back our legislation to make financial literacy a graduation requirement next year.

b) Controversy over whether an overhaul of the state’s social

PED S studies curriculum promotes liberal ideologies (it doesn’t,

. the state’s public education director has said) obscures one

f l change that all New Mexicans should support — an injec-
IIlanCIa tion of financial literacy into public schools.

” On Wednesday, state education officials announced the

llterac new social studies standards following a 17-month period

y of proposed changes and public input. The announcement

included a timeline for training classroom personnel to

Standal'd implement the new standards. Among them is afocus on age-

appropriate economics and financial literacy instruction.

* The policy think tank Think New Mexico had pushed for

a, S()lld lawmakers to consider a bill that folded financial literacy
into a high school economics curriculum required for grad-

f' t t uation. Since the Legislature didn’t take up that bill during
II'S S ep this budget-oriented session, adding financial literacy to the

social studies overhaul is a “great first step,” said Abenicio
Baldonado, Think N.M.’s education reform director.

Since 2008, financial literacy has been available as an elec-
tive course for high school students in some of New Mexico’s
public schools. Yet, only about 11% of N.M.’s high school

FRIDAY, students completed one of these classes during the 2019-20
school year, according to data compiled by the group.

FEBRIARY-15; 2022 Amending the social studies curriculum will help pro-
mote financial literacy, but teaching to a standard falls
short of statutorily mandating financial literacy as a gradu-
ation requirement — as Texas, Utah and Arizona have done.

Financial literacy courses teach students critical life
skills like budgeting, saving, investing, credit scores and
the costs of borrowing. A lack of familiarity with basic
money management concepts arguably locks many New
Mexicans into cycles of generational poverty.

We urge the Legislature to build on the momentum by
making financial literacy a graduation requirement during
next year’s session.

ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL
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Financial literacy prepares kids for world

ffering personal finance in pub-

lic schools makes sense — it will

help make sure young people

understand dollars and cents
before they go it alone as adults.

Classes can tackle everything from mak-
ing a budget, understanding compound
interest and being able to comprehend a
loan document. The question is, where
should a finance class go with schedules
already jam-packed with required courses?

Think New Mexico wants the state Pub-
lic Education Department to add personal
finance to the social studies curriculum.,
Building practical economic skills would be
woven into the economics classes already
being taught in social studies. In kinder-
garten, children might learn about needs
versus wants, while in high school, students
might learn more complicated topics, such
as investing for retirement or staying atop
their personal finances.

Armed with such knowledge, a worker
starting a first job might be less inclined to
buy a too-expensive car or take out a short-
term loan with high interest rates. That
worker could avoid the serious financial
mistakes that lead to bankruptcy. In short,
financial literacy is essential— a custom-
er-friendly course that could serve its user
for a lifetime.

However, adding elements of financial
education to the social studies curriculum
should be just a short-term step. The end
goal should be a business math class, deal-
ing with individual financial knowledge and
teaching students such essentials as filing
income taxes and paying gross receipts
taxes as an individual contractor. It could
become a required class at some point or
simply be offered as a substitute for another
math class in high school.

The attraction of putting financial literacy
in the social studies curriculum is the Public
Education Department’s current effort to
overhaul K-12 social studies standards, some-
thing that has not happened in two decades.

Adding financial literacy standards to
economics is less complicated than passing
legislation to add an additional high school
requirement. What’s more, by making
financial literacy part of K-12 education, all
children will receive sound advice as they
advance in their education.

After a 2021 proposal in the Legislature
to require high school students to earn a
half-credit of financial mathematics failed;
adding financial literacy — now — to social
studies classes would be a worthy first step
by marrying individual responsibility to
the broader field of economics. Consumer
spending, after all, fuels the U.S. economy.
But too much debt can tank both an indi-
vidual and a nation. Those are good lessons
for students to learn. Already, some 21 states
have some type of financial literacy require-
ment for public school students.

A recent My View from Navajo Nation
Vice President Myron Lizer also supported
the initiative (“Our students need personal
financial education,” Oct. 17). He wrote
“Research shows students who complete
[personal finance] courses are more likely
to save money, invest money, create budgets
and seek out lower-cost forms of credit.
New Mexico’s students need these tools to
break out of generational cycles of poverty.”

Improve the social studies curriculum
with a personal finance component in eco-
nomics classes. And, eventually, require
standalone mathematics classes that teach
financial literacy. That way, students
can graduate with the tools they need to
become successful adults.
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istration and down to the classroom since the publication of our 2017 report, which
explained how this reform can improve New Mexico's schools. Our research found that
in recent years, central administrative spending has grown nearly three times as fast as
spending on instruction and student support! Between 2007 and 2019, spending on
instruction and student support grew by about 20%, while school district central office

MOVING DOLLARS FROM ADMINISTRATION TO THE CLASSROOM

Think New Mexico has been working to shift dollars out of school district central admin-

Thowk e WECa g

spending grew by an astonishing 55 %, according to data compiled by the Legislative Finance Committee.

We highlighted this problem to the legislature and governor, but we were unfortunately not able to pass

legislation during this year's session to limit the growth of school district central administrative spending.

We plan to continue to advocate for an education budget that puts students first.

Thursday, March 24, 2022

Two Common Sense Bills that Must Pass

Think New Mexico always lob-
bies for bills that, if enacted into
law, would help most New Mexi-
cans. Usually the non-partisan
think tank represents that portion

of the population that gets ignored.

In the 2022 session there were
two such bills that had they passed
would have improved education.
In one case it would be direct and
almost immediate. Think lost the
legislative battle on financial liter-
acy but accomplished a work-
around with the Public Education
Department for the win.

Another bill tried to address the
wildly out-of-balance spending on
school districts’ administration
versus classrooms. If it had passed
we could perhaps in a few years
see a difference.

Senate Bill 177 would make a
one-semester class on financial lit-
eracy mandatory for all high
school students. ...

It’s difficult running a house
with family members having dif-
ferent needs. It falls to a parent to

figure out how to buy groceries,
pay the rent and utilities, meet
school needs and still put gas in
the car so everyone can get
around. A family budget goes a
long way to manage family needs
and priorities.

Sadly, a large majority of stu-
dents graduate high school totally
inefficient in basic math. No one
can expect a person with bad math
skills, and probably a loathing of
math, to sit down and establish a
budget, then abide by it. ...

No one is teaching high school
students how to live alone. It’s no
wonder most of them fail, are
evicted, vehicles repossessed and
find themselves broke. A financial
literacy course would address this
problem immediately. The Depart-
ment added financial literacy stan-
dards and Think hopes it will
make a strong foundation to get
the bill passed in 2023.

Think has also been on the fore--

front for almost a decade fighting
to get more money into class-
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rooms. School district budget’s
grow almost every year. Unfortu-
nately, every time it does, school
boards and administrations funnel
more money into administration.

We firmly believe administra-
tions are where New Mexico’s ed-
ucation issues lie. ...

While those watching the im-
ploding education system and par-
ents are tired of the waste and
abuse, teachers are way beyond
that, They have to work for these
inept principals and associate su-
perintendents (and whatever title
they dream up).

We’ve sat in many meetings
where school board members try
to get a principal or superintendent
to say publicly that a teacher quit
over poor pay and the administra-
tor dances around what they can’t
say publicly: most teachers quit
because they are tired of working

. for unqualified people who not on-

ly won’t enforce rules, but make
teachers cook attendance records
and grades. We've seen the emails.



REFORMING THE PERA PENSION OVERSIGHT BOARD

In our report on improving retirement security, we recommended revamping the Public
Employees Retirement Association (PERA) pension board. The PERA board oversees a
trust fund of over $18 billion for around 100,000 public workers and retirees. Yet under
current law, no member of the board is required to have any relevant experience in
financial or investment management! If weak oversight puts the fund in jeopardy of
failing to meet its obligations to pensioners, New Mexico taxpayers will be on the hook

to make up the difference. Once again this year, Think New Mexico advocated for legislation to require

relevant qualifications for PERA board members, but we were not able to win passage of the bill dur-

ing this year's short session. The crisis with PERA’s governance will only continue to grow, and we will

keep working to win passage of legislation to ensure that the PERA board is fully qualified.

Thursday, February 10, 2022

Fix the PERA Pension for Public Workers and Taxpayers

By Kristina Fisher

Associate Director, Think New Mexico

When Think New Mexico recently
studied ways to enhance retirement se-
curity in our state, one important reform
we recommended was to shore up our
state’s public pensions.

The public pensions overseen by the
Public Employees Retirement Associa-
tion (PERA) total $18 billion, and they
are a lifeline for 100,000 public workers
and retirees. These pensions inject $1.3
billion a year into the state’s economy,
supporting jobs and families in commu-
nities across New Mexico.

Unfortunately, these pensions have
struggled with solvency, with the overall
funded ratio of PERA falling from 106
percent funded in 2000 to 71.4 percent
funded today. Over the past decade,
PERA’s performance has ranked in the
bottom quartile of all public funds, ac-
cording to a performance analysis by the
Legislative Finance Committee.

PERA’s track record of poor perfor-
mance threatens not just the financial
security of public workers and retirees,
but also the state taxpayers who will be
on the hook to make up any shortfall if
the pensions are unable to meet their
obligations.

Public pension solvency requires two
things: adequate funding and good gov-
ernance, House Bill 110, developed by
Think New Mexico and sponsored by
Representative Phelps Anderson, ad-

dresses both of these issues by making a
one-time cash infusion into the least-
funded pensions overseen by PERA and
improving the structure of PERA’s over-
sight board.

Pension governance matters. Re-
search presented to the legislature’s in-
terim Investments & Pensions Oversight
Committee found that poor governance
can cost pensions | percent annually,
which means the dysfunction on the
PERA board could cost the fund $180
million dollars annually.

When the legislature and governor
created the PERA board in 1947, they
did not require any member of the board
to have any experience or expertise in
financial or investment management.
Seventy-five years later, that structure is
no longer serving the best interests of
PERA members and New Mexico tax-
payers.

Unfortunately, the PERA board has
proven to be deeply dysfunctional. The
Legislative Finance Committee summed
it up in this way: “Over the past several
years, multiple PERA board members
have been censured for conduct, and
board members have referred matters to
the Attorney General and State Auditor
for investigation. Additionally, few
members have strong understanding of
either investments or state finances.”

State Auditor Brian Colon adds, “The
Board’s failure to uphold its fiduciary
responsibilities puts our retirees and fu-
ture generations of retirees at risk.”
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House Bill 110 would require that a
majority of PERA board members have
relevant qualifications in finance or in-
vestment. This would align the PERA
board more closely with New Mexico’s
Educational Retirement Authority
Board, which was restructured several
years ago to require qualifications for
four of its eight members.

In addition, instead of having most
board members elected by PERA mem-
bership, House Bill 110 would have
most members appointed to the board
by groups that represent stakeholders
including cities, counties, labor unions,
legislative leadership, and the governor.

Current elections for board members
average just 9% turnout among active
PERA members. These elections are
won almost exclusively by members
from Albuquerque and Santa Fe, where
it is easier to campaign among high con-
centrations of public workers. House
Bill 110 would make it possible to im-
prove representation on the board from
rural New Mexico, along with ensuring
that the board is qualified to fulfill its
essential fiduciary duty to all New Mex-
icans.

If you agree that we need to improve
the governance and long-term solvency
of the PERA pensions, please visit the
Action Center on Think New Mexico’s
website at www.thinknewmexico.org
and ask your legislators and the gover-
nor to support House Bill 110.



IMPLEMENTATION UPDATES ON PAST POLICY REFORMS

When Think New Mexico wins passage of a policy reform, that is often only the beginning of the story.
Many of our laws take several years to implement, and we remain engaged throughout that process,
working to make sure our reforms effectively improve the lives of New Mexicans.

In 2009, Think New Mexico successfully championed the enactment of reforms we had
proposed to lower the cost of title insurance, which is one of the largest components of
closing costs when someone buys a home or refinances a mortgage. In 2021, we sub-
mitted comments in the biennial title insurance rate hearing, urging Superintendent of
Insurance Russell Toal to further reduce title insurance rates. We pointed out that,
because title insurance rates are calculated based on the sales price of a home, the cost

of title insurance has been soaring as home prices have risen. Superintendent Toal approved the 6% rate
reduction supported by Think New Mexico.

The Strategic Water Reserve, which Think New Mexico led the effort to create in 2005,
made its biggest addition of water rights to date in 2021, thanks to an agreement
between the Nature Conservancy and the Jicarilla Apache Nation. The Strategic Water
Reserve will receive 20,000 acre-feet of water a year, about 6.5 billion gallons, to help
keep the San Juan River flowing over the next decade. The legislature included

$500,000 in this year's budget to pay for the long-term water lease.

‘...LU:LL_;'-:;J.-.‘..”D,J Think New Mexico is currently assisting with the implementation of the New Mexico
9> SRR Work and Save Act, which we successfully advocated for during the 2020 session. Our
' Associate Director Kristina Fisher chairs the Work and Save Rules Committee, which is
developing the regulations needed to implement the program. Last year, New Mexico
teamed up with Colorado in a first-in-the-nation interstate partnership to save costs and
speed up the implementation of similar programs in both states. When fully implement-
ed, this law will make it easier for 430,000 New Mexicans who lack access to retirement benefits through
their jobs to save for a secure retirement.

More information about all of our initiatives can be found on our website at www.thinknewmexico.org.

Colorado, New Mexico First to Partner on State- Run IRA Program

‘Historic” partnership agreement creates the first auto-enroll IRA multi- state program in the country

. by Brian Anderson - Movember 18, 2021

401K SPECIALIST MAGAZINE

Earlier this month, the Colorado Secure Savings Pro-
gram and New Mexico Work and $ave signed a first-in-
the-country Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) to
pursue a formalized partnership agreement for their
auto-enroll IRA programs.

Colorado’s new Secure Savings Program and New
Mexico’s Work and $ave IRA Program are retirement

savings plans for private sector workers who currently do
not have access to workplace retirement savings plans.
The states say the partnership will offer an accessible
retirement savings option to almost one million
Coloradans and their families, more than 40% of the
state’s workforce, and nearly 430,000 New Mexicans
who do not currently have access to a retirement savings
account or plan at work.
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Tuesday, April 5, 2022

Title insurance rates will drop 6 percent in New Mexico

Title insurance premium rates
in New Mexico will drop 6 percent
on July 1, the largest reduction in a
decade, the state Office of Superin-
tendent of Insurance reported.

Title insurance protects lenders
and homebuyers from financial loss
sustained from defects or problems
with a title to a property. The Office
of Superintendent of Insurance sets
rates through ratemaking hearings
every odd-numbered year.

“Inflation is rising, gas prices are
rising, groceries are rising, costs to
New Mexicans overall are rising and
yet the title insurance industry had
their best quarter on record last year,
collecting $6.8 billion nationwide in
premiums during the third quarter of
2021,” Superintendent of Insurance
Russell Toal said in a news release.
“Increasing title premium rates or
even leaving them flat was not in
the best interests of New Mexico
consumers.”

ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL

FRIDAY, JANUARY 21, 2022

Jicarilla to lease river water to NM

Agreement to help state
support species, compacts

BY THERESA DAVIS
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

The Jicarilla Apache Nation will lease
water to the state of New Mexico for
endangered species and water deliveries,
under an agreement announced Thurs-
day with The Nature Conservancy.

The New Mexico Interstate Stream
Commission will pay the tribe for up to
20,000 acre-feet of water a year, or about
6.5 billion gallons, for the next 10 years.

Money for the lease — the result of two
years of negotiations — comes from New

Mexico’s strategic water reserve fund.

The first release of water from Navajo
Reservoir could happen as early as 2023,
said ISC Director Rolf Schmidt-Petersen.

“That will aid endangered species and
habitat along the San Juan River, mainly
for the razorback sucker and Colorado
pikeminnow,” he said, adding that the
water deal between the state, atribeanda
non-governmental organization is a first
for New Mexico.

The water could also help New
Mexico meet Colorado River Compact
requirements. ...

The ISCis asking the state Legislature
for a total of $2.5 million over the next five
years to fund the lease.

Copyright © 2022 Albuguerque Journal
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“Thanks to Think New Mexico,
I’'m more dialed in to New

Mexico’s political and policy

landscape than ever before, and

even more energized to return

home and make a difference.”

— Sophie Hare, 2021 intern

2021 LEADERSHIP INTERNS

Amelia Bierle
Vedder Rise Miller
Ciara MacFarland

Sophie Hare (not shown)

2022 LEADERSHIP INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Think New Mexico's Leadership Internship program aims to grow
a new generation of potential leaders in New Mexico by teaching
them how to develop and enact sound public policy and showing
them how they can make a difference here in their home state. We
are proud to introduce the students who have been selected as
2022 Leadership Interns.

Malina Brannen grew up in Santa Fe and is now a rising senior
majoring in Government at Georgetown. Malina has previously
interned for state Representative Matthew McQueen, and she
recently completed an internship with the U.S. Department of
the Interior, where she was supervised by Tiffany Cox (2014
Leadership Internship Alum).

Alyssa Capuano is a rising senior majoring in Political Science at
the University of New Mexico. This spring, Alyssa is completing
a Fred Harris internship in Senator Ben Ray Lujan's office in
Washington DC, and she previously interned with state Senator
Gerald Ortiz y Pino.

Salomon Moises Cordova grew up in Cedar Crest, Albuquerque,
and Los Lunas, and just graduated from St. John's College in
Santa Fe, where he served on the Steering Committee for St.
John's College History Task Force. Moises served in the U.S. Air
Force before enrolling in college, and he currently teaches art
with the Boys and Girls Club of Santa Fe.

Abigail Goldstein is earning her Masters in Public Policy from
the University of New Mexico, where she is focusing on immi-
gration and criminal justice system reform. Abigail earned her un-
dergraduate degree from Harvard, and she previously interned
with the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society.

Barbara Leppala grew up in Albuquerque and is now a junior at
St. John's College in Santa Fe. She is a National Hispanic Merit
Recognition Program Scholar who held leadership positions in
Speech and Debate and Model U.N. during high school and pre-
viously interned with Representative Melanie Stansbury.

To learn more about Think New Mexico's Leadership Internship,
read bios of past interns, and find out how to apply, please visit:
www.thinknewmexico.org.

Think New Mexico 18



Farewell to Othiamba Umi, Welcome to Abenicio Baldonado

After seven terrific years as Think New Mexico's Field Director, Othiamba Umi left at the
end of 2021 to take a new position as the Associate State Director for Advocacy & Out-
reach at AARP New Mexico. While we miss having Othiamba as part of our team, we're
glad that we are still able to partner with him on the many projects where Think New
Mexico and AARP-NM's policy agendas overlap —like repealing the tax on Social Security.

Meanwhile, in July 2021, Abenicio Baldonado joined Think New Mexico as our first-ever Education

Reform Director. He is profiled on the next page and featured in the article below.

SUNDAY, JUNE 27, 2021

N.M. schools just got

egislative lobbyists get a bad rap in New Mexico,
L especially since the unpaid, part-time legislators are

so reliant on those paid “experts.” Most lobbyists rep-
resent special interests and industries. Their positions on
issues are well-known even before they open their mouths
or hand over a check.

There is one lobbyist, however,
who doesn’t write checks and only
represents ideas. Really good ideas,
in fact. That lobbyist is Fred Nathan,
founder and executive director of
Think New Mexico.

The nonprofit organization
describes itself as “a results-oriented
a think tank whose mission is to
improve the lives of all New Mexicans,

Shanahan  especially those who lack a strong
Building Santa Fe  voice in the political process.”

'_ In the 22 years of Think New
Mexico’s existence, its high-powered
board of directors has focused on a variety of subjects and
has learned to play the legislative long game to get things
accomplished. Many ideas take years to get something in
front of a governor for a signature, but they never give up.

Which is a big reason why we now have free full-day
kindergarten for every child in New Mexico and why
nobody pays tax on groceries, or why infrastructure
spending directed by legislators is now transparent,
to name just a few of the organization’s significant
accomplishments.

The organization’s breaking news recently is its
determination to make education reform a full-time, every-
day focus of its work. To that end, it created a new staff’
position to be filled by Abenicio Baldonado, a 32-year-old
product of Las Vegas Robertson High School and New
Mexico Highlands University, and most recently the
legislative liaison for the Public Education Department.
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a new friend

Baldonado began his work with
the Legislature during the Marti-
nez administration but was car-
ried over by Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham’s, which is telling and
fitting since the board of Think
New Mexico is decidedly biparti-
san and its efforts nonpartisan.

What triggered the decision
to work full time on education
reform was a recognition that
lobbying for education issues was
sorely lacking a key constituency,
namely students and their par-
ents. The state’s school superin-
tendents have their own lobbyist.
The state’s school boards have
their lobbyist. Teachers and their
unions have a strong voice in the
Roundhouse.

But few have been around to
specifically represent the inter-
ests of students and their parents.
Until now. ...

With Nathan, and a new
lieutenant with experience in
Roundhouse machinations,
education reform may finally
be something more than empty
platitudes. They don’t ever give
up and will be a strong voice for
those who haven’t had one in
the political process. Students
and their parents in New Mexico
have a new champion and reason
for optimism.



Staff Profile: Abenicio Eliray Baldonado

Born in Espafola and raised in Las Vegas, Abenicio Baldonado
attended Robertson High School and went on to graduate from
New Mexico Highlands University with a bachelor's degree in
political science and a master's degree in public affairs — the first
in his family to go to college.

Abenicio taught government, economics, and history at Tierra
Encantada Charter School, and later chaired the governance board
of that school.

In 2011, Abenicio was one of only two recent college graduates
selected to intern with the New Mexico legislature. He went on to
serve as an Ethics Officer for the Secretary of State, Policy Direc-
tor for the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, and as Legislative
Liaison for the Public Education Department under both Demo-
cratic and Republican administrations.

As Think New Mexico's first-ever Education Reform Director,
Abenicio is charged with developing and advocating for data-
driven education policies that are in the best interests of New
Mexico's public school students. He also works to ensure that the
voices of New Mexico's students and their families are heard in
the policymaking process.

Since joining Think New Mexico in July 2021, Abenicio has al-
ready notched a big win, leading Think New Mexico's successful
campaign to add personal finance to the state's K-12 social
studies standards.

“All of my accomplishments, including joining Think New Mexico,
are a direct result of the education | received in our public schools
and the support | received from my mom, dad, and brother,”
Abenicio said. “Now | want to work to improve our public schools
and ensure students with backgrounds like me have the resources
and skills necessary to accomplish their deepest aspirations.”

Abenicio is a member of several boards, including the New Mexico
Highlands Alumni Board of Directors, Hispanic Education Advis-
ory Council, and the Santa Fe Children's Museum. During his free
time, Abenicio enjoys golfing, traveling with his partner, Rosie,
and their dog, Maggie, and serving the Santa Fe community as a
realtor. He also plays guitar, and he was a talented Elvis imper-
sonator during his youth, which included many performances at
the annual Fiesta de Hispanidad in Las Vegas.
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Board Profile: Judith K. Nakamura

Judy Nakamura is the first member of the judiciary to serve on
Think New Mexico's board—as well as the first licensed hot air

balloon pilot!

Judy's 22-year judicial career began in 1998, when she success-
fully ran for a position on the Bernalillo County Metropolitan
Court. At that time, she had spent a decade practicing law in both
the public and private sectors, after earning her Juris Doctorate
from the University of New Mexico School of Law.

She served on the Bernalillo County Metropolitan Court for fif-
teen years, including eleven years as the court's Chief Judge.
During her tenure on the court, she was named Judge of the Year

by the Albuquerque Bar Association, received the University of
New Mexico's Zia Award recognizing distinguished alumni, and
was the recipient of the National Mothers Against Drunk Driving
President's Award for her efforts to reduce DWIs in the state.

In 2012, Judith was appointed to the Bernalillo County District
Court, where she presided over criminal cases until November
2015, when Governor Susana Martinez appointed her to the
Supreme Court of New Mexico. Her appointment gave the Court
its first female majority.

Two years later, she was elected by her colleagues to serve as
Chief Justice. On June 7, 2017, she was sworn in as only the

fourth woman to serve as Chief Justice in the Court's 108-year his-
tory.

When not presiding over cases, Judy follows her other passion:
hot air ballooning. Judy currently flies a balloon named “Bounce,"”
and she is also part owner and pilot of the “Spirit of Fiesta" bal-
loon (as well as one of the volunteer pilots of the Smokey Bear
balloon). Judy is Vice-President of the Board of the Albuquerque
International Balloon Fiesta Board, where she has served since
2011. Judy also serves on the Board of the National Courts and
Sciences Institute, and is a member of the American Law Institute.

Judy retired from the Supreme Court in December 2020 and joined
Think New Mexico's board at the end of 2021.

"1 am excited to continue my career of public service with a group
as effective as Think New Mexico at achieving results that bene-
fit all New Mexicans,” Judy says.

Think New Mexico 21



Statement of Income and Expenditures

INCOME

Bequests 40,000
Business Contributions 26,475
Car Donations 8,500
Endowment/Interest Income 2,972
Foundation Grants 407,587
Individual Contributions 616,254
Sale of Reports & Online Store Items 162
Total Income $1,101,950
EXPENDITURES

Audit/Accounting 8,960
Benefits: Health, Dental & Disability Insurance 57,763
Benefits: Pension Plan & Fees 34,984
Computer Consulting & Website 3,654
Contract Services 100
Depreciation 208
Development 6,347
Donated Real Estate Expenses 19,314
Educational Outreach 4,300
Graphic Design 779
Insurance 2,599
Internship Pay & Program Expenses 12,649
Investment Management Fees 1,221
Legal Fees 2,115
Online Vendor Processing Fee 5,953
Payroll Taxes 28,723
Postage 9,800
Printing & Bulk Copying 25,403
Rent/Utilities Expense 36,975
Salaries 368,000
Security/Janitorial 1,492
Stewardship/Board Expenses 85
Subscriptions 2,577
Supplies 1,996
Telephone & Internet 3,532
Training /Research/Dues 1,680
Travel 714
Total Expenses $641,923
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Administrative & Fundraising

Expenses as a Percentage of
Income: 2021

Think New Mexico’s admin-
istrative overhead expense
(“management and general”)
as a percentage of income in
2021 was 4.8%.Think New
Mexico's fundraising
expense

as a percentage of income in
2021 was 6.6%.

NoTE: These financial statements
do not include in-kind contribu-
tions of services or materials from
2021, which were valued at
$15,762. They also do not include
unrealized investment appreciation.




FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Year Ended Dec. 31, 2021

Balance Sheet

ASSETS

Cash and Cash Equivalents 454,716
External Endowment Funds 136,132

Operating Endowment 25,000
Udall-Carruthers Endowment 120,705
Grants Receivable 42,500
Investments 1,974,156
Land held for sale 940,000
Prepaid Expenses 0
Property and Equipment* 1,292
Total Assets $3,694,501
LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable 10,882
Total Liabilities $10,882
NET ASSETS

Without donor restrictions 3,423,083
With donor restrictions 260,535

Total Net Assets $3,683,618

Total Liabilities
and Net Assets $3,694,500

* Net of Accumulated Depreciation.

Source for pages 22- 23: Financial Statements
for the year ended December 31, 2021.
Independent auditors: Taylor, Roth &
Company.
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FOUNDATION PARTNERS

Jonathan & Kathleen Altman Foundation
Amazon Smile Foundation
Anchorum St. Vincent
Azalea Fund of the
Community Foundation of Northeast Florida
Barker Welfare Foundation
Big Wave Dave's Infinite Gift List
Bingaman Foundation
Brindle Foundation
Cabin Fund of
the Santa Fe Community Foundation
Candelaria Fund
Chamisa Fund of
the Santa Fe Community Foundation
Chase Foundation
Con Alma Health Foundation
Daddy Appleseed Fund of the
Greater Washington Community Foundation
Delle Foundation
Earth & Sky Fund of
the Santa Fe Community Foundation
ECMC Foundation
Ernst Foundation
Cecilia Lipton Farris & Victor W. Farris
Foundation Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Foster Foundation Inc.
Foundation for Sustainable Living
Frost Foundation
Gale Family Foundation
Gift4Giving Program
Hanna and Matthew Foundation
John H. Hart Foundation
Hunt Family Foundation
Independent Community Foundation, Inc.
Infinite Gesture Fund of
the Albuquerque Community Foundation
Robert T. Keeler Foundation
Kate Klein Fund of
the Santa Fe Community Foundation
Kuhn Foundation

(JANUARY 1, 2021-MAY 1, 2022)

Laughing Buddha Fund of
the Greater New Orleans Foundation
Laurel Fund of
the New Mexico Foundation
LEF Foundation
Liberty Ranch Infinite Possibilities Fund of
the Santa Fe Community Foundation
Life Center Foundation
Moon Mountain Fund of
the Santa Fe Community Foundation
Nickoloff Family Foundation
Nusenda Foundation
Para Los Nifos Fund of
the Albuquerque Community Foundation
Paypal Giving Fund
Pond Bay Charitable Fund of
Fidelity Charitable
Rising Moon Fund
S.B. Foundation
Scandia Foundation
Second Anonymous Fund of
the Santa Fe Community Foundation
Simon Charitable Foundation
SLF Foundation
Solis-Cohen Spigel Family Fund
Special Relativity Fund of
the Santa Fe Community Foundation
Taos Community Foundation
The Fund
Thoma Foundation
Thornburg Foundation
Timken Family Foundation
Toan-O'Brien Foundation
TW Family Fund of
the Santa Fe Community Foundation
Doris Goodwin Walbridge Foundation, Inc.
Esther & Morton Wohlgemuth Foundation
US Eagle Foundation
Van Essen Family Foundation




Individual Social Investors (jANUARY 1, 2021-MAY 1, 2022)

Anonymous (26)
Jonathan & Alice Abbott
Paul Abrams

Ann N. Aceves

Richard M. Adam

Jan & Rick Adesso
Abigail Adler

Dr. Mercedes M. Agogino
Omar Ahmed

Pamela Saunders Albin
Anne Albrink

Drs. Joe Alcorn &

Sylvia Wittels
Christian L. Alexander
Judith & Bill Alger
Bill Allen
Catherine A. Allen
Elizabeth Allred
Linda & Carl Alongi
Arthur Alpert

Jonathan Altman

Tim & Lucia Amsden

Becky, Chris, Sylvie &
Romy Anderson

Bonnie Anderson

Charles & Cheryl Anderson

Jean Anderson

Judy Anderson
Ralph & Cheri Anderson
Robert &

Susan Nelson Anderson
Angela Anderson &

David Hughes
Maggie & Christian Andersson

John F. Andrews & Jan Denton

Dr. Marcia Angell

The Honorable Clara Apodaca
Lynne E. Arany

Amber Archer

Laurie Archer

Lawrence Archibald &

Laura Chancellor
Patricia & Richard Arens
Susan Arkell
Karyl Ann &

Kenneth Armbruster
Jerry & Lillian Armijo
Dale & Gail Armstrong
Robert G. &

Sara Clark Armstrong
Roberta Armstrong &

Al Webster
Dr. Janet Arrowsmith
Brid Arthur
Meleah Artley
Alan & Monica Arvin
Ivan R. Ashleman &

Susan Haase
Michael Aster & Roberta Lurie
Ralph Atenasio
David & Peggy Ater
Peter Atkinson
Gary Axen
Jacqueline Baca
M. Carlota Baca, PhD
Drs. Sally Bachofer &

Margaret Vining

OUT OF 100

In 2021, Think New Mexico
received a score of 100 out of

100 from Charity Navigator in
its Encompass Rating System for
small nonprofits.

Robert "Cid" & Betty Backer
Stephen Badger
lan Bailey
Sandra Bailey
Ed & Kiyomi Baird
Nancy Baker
Russell Baker
Heather Balas
Abenicio E. Baldonado
Carl & Penny Baldwin
Carol & John Balkcom
Tina L. Bandick
Keith Banks
Seth Baranoff
The Honorable Paul Bardacke &
Lisa Enfield
Cleon &
Sharon Krallman Barker
Cris & Marilyn Barnes
Jon Barr
Laurie & Thomas Barrow
John Barrow & Rosemary Zibart
Dan Barsotti
Ann & Steve Baumgarn

What's a “Social Investor? " We call our contributors “social investors” because we believe that

nonprofits should be evaluated based on the social return they produce each year. For example, Think

New Mexico raised slightly more than $1 million in income in 2021. Our work resulted in a savings to

New Mexicans of $275 million: $100 million from the Social Security tax repeal, and $175 million from

ending predatory lending. This means that every $1 invested in Think New Mexico put $275 back in

the pockets of New Mexicans every year. This is a social return on investment of 27,400%.

Featured on these pages are Think New Mexico social investors and friends wearing their Think New

Mexico “thinking caps” around the world. Their names and locations are listed on the back inside cover.




Think New Mexico's
Ranking for Best
Advocacy Campaign

2020 57th
2019 58th
2018 60th
2017 60th
2016 60th
2015 58th
2014 56th
2013 57th
2012 70th

For many years, the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania has pub-
lished a report evaluating
over 6,500 think tanks world-
wide. Think New Mexico is
the only U.S. state-based
think tank that has been
ranked in the top 100 in the
world for advocacy. (A 2021
report has not yet been
published.)

Richard & Kathy Beal

David E. Beavers

Mary & Len Beavis

Richard & Sue Bechtold

Lisa Beck & Mitch Seider &
Family

Francoise Becker &
Michael Gzaskow

Anne E. Beckett

Patricia Beery

Rachel Belash & Robert Burman

Letty Belin

Jennifer Bell

Jo Ann Benenati

Raphiel & Karen Benjamin

Eli Ben-Naim

Mary Ann Bennett

Reed Benson

Sonya Berg

Diane Alongi Berger

Jean & John Berghoff
Lucinda & Robert Berglund
Charlie Bergman
William & Nancy Bergner
Budd Berkman
Jean & John Berndt
Joel & Gail Bernstein
Charles G. Berry
Lee & Sandy Berry
Karen & Stephen Bershad
George & Joyce Berzins
John Bessone
Dr. Lynn Bickley
John & Sarah Bienvenu
The Honorable Jeff &
Honorable Anne Bingaman
The Honorable John &
Marlene Bingaman
George & Jane Bingham
Susan Binneweg & Owen Jones
Kay Bird
David Birnbaum &
Terri Blackman
Amanda Bissell &
John Paul Bradley
Billie Blair & Gene Weisfeld
Drs. Kathleen Blake &
Bob Ballance
Sandi Blanton & Billy Brown
Bronnie & Alan Blaugrund
Barbara Blind
David & Jamai Blivin
Philip & Elizabeth Block
Tom & Anne Blog
Ron & Barbara Bloomberg
Stuart M. Bluestone
Susan Boe & Stanley Robb
Marsha C. Bol & Michael Katz
Deborah Boldt
Bruce & Cynthia Bolene
Dr. Gary Bommelaere
Judy Bonnell
John Booker
Christine Boss
James J. Bostrom
Candace M. Boulay
Julia B. Bowdich &
John A. Carey

Dr. Jeffrey Bowers

Brad & LeAnn Bradbury, Sr.
James N. Bradbury, PhD
Steve & Sandy Bradley
Brenda Brand

James & Claire Brandenburg
David Breecker

Elizabeth Bremner & Karen Crow
Eleanor Brenner

Nancy Brinegar

Felicity Broennan

Lisa Bronowicz

Valerie Brooker &

Melvin Duncan
Wilma Brooks
Oneida Brooks &

Bradley Gummersall
Murray & Cindy Brott
Candace Brower & Gerald Kiuttu
Chris & Georgia Brown
Diane Brown
Eulalie W. Brown
Hamilton Brown &

Martha Worthington
Kenneth Brown &

Elizabeth Sanjuan
Dr. Michael Brown
Dr. Susanne Brown
David Bruner
Ted Buchanan & Sally Corning
Lynne Loucks Buchen
J & M Buchholz
Kate Buckley & Steven Dichter
Nancy & Larry Buechley
Katherine Buhl
Scott Bunton
Chuck & Cheri Burch
Nancy M. Burgas
Sheila Burke
Earl F. Burkholder
David & Hannah Burling
Caroline Burnett, PhD
Dwight Burney &

Gwenn Robinson
Daniel & Amanda Burns
Anne W. & Jack Burton
Regina Busch
Jay Bush & Peggy Rudberg

“So happy for your good results! And a ton of heartfelt gratitude for having your heart in your thinking.”

THE HONORABLE YVONNE-MAGDALENA FLORES, LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO, OCTOBER 29, 2021

Think New Mexico 26




Individual Social Investors Provided Most of Think New Mexico's 2021 Revenues

37% FOUNDATIONS

2% BUSINESSES

61% INDIVIDUALS

Phillip A. & Jenny Butz
Karen Buxbaum & Ronald Kwok
Elliott Byall, PhD
Joan Bybee & Ira Jaffe
Helen B. Cahn
Barbara & Charles Calef
Marynell Callahan-Hirsch
The Honorable Chris &
Carol Calvert
David & Shelly Campbell
Beth & Steve Cantrell
Eleanor Caponigro
Geetika & Arvind Caprihan
Nicholas & Catherine Carlozzi
Robert C. Carroll &
Leslie Lawner
The Honorable Garrey &
Kathy Carruthers
Courtney & Linnea Carswell
Josh & Cristy Carswell
Ann & Mark Carter
Pat & Joseph Casadone
Kim & Richard Casford
George & Kathy Cassell
Renee Castagnola
Stuart & Kathleen Castle
Marguerite Catron
Mary Catherine Cernicek
Charlene Cerny &
Joseph Chipman
Barbara Chamberlin
David D. Chamberlin
Honey & Peter Chapin
Katherin & David Chase
Geeta Chaturvedi

Chris Chavez
D.E. Chevrier
Dr. Josiah Child & Mary Wegner
Dr. Lance & Kathy Chilton
Tom & Judy Christopher
Paul & Julie Chynoweth
Lucca Cirolia
Tom & Sylvia Claffey
Keith & Curtis Clemson
F. T. Cloak, Jr.
Peter Clout
Mary & Bill Clyde
Camille Coates
Tim & Monica Coder
Robert T. Coffland &
Ellen Moore
George M. Cohen &
Linda Dickson
Jen Cole & Bill Maguire
Karyn Kluz Cole
John Connell
Patricia & Edwin Conway
John &
The Honorable Bekki Cook
Michael D. Cook
Philip S. Cook
Bob & Karen Copeland
Mark Corey
Celia Cortez & Craig Murray
Hugo & Karen Cotter
David & Maria Cowley
Benjamin L. Cox
Tiffany Cox
Benjamin Crane
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Godfrey Crane &
Johanna Binneweg
Anna L. Creamer
Peggy Creelman
Jennie & Michael Crews
Margaret Crim
Judith Crocker
Edward Crocker &
Ann Lockhart
Robert Cunningham
Margo Cutler
Mary L. Daggett
Nancy Dahl
Les & Eudice Daly
Marty Daly
Mike Daly
The Honorable Richard J. Daly
Richard D'Angio & Vicki Sontag
Joa Dattilo &
Jane Clayton Oakes
Bill & Rose Davidson
Dr. Joalie Davie, MD
Alice & Houston Davis
Jordan P. Davis
Owanda Davis
Philip Davis
Suzanne & Robert Davis
Marcie Davis & Ann Martinez
Lynn Day
Nancy Day
Susan & Conrad De Jong
Charles De Saillan
Lori De Santis
William DeBuys
Porter Dees



Fran Goodwin DeGraffenreid
Dale Dekker

Elaine Del Valle

Drs. Amanda Deligtisch &

Sean Mazer
Allegra & Jim Derryberry
Jim & Debora Bear DesJardins
John Dessauer
Fran Dever & Dale Belcher
Dr. Neal & Paula Devitt
Michael E. Dexter
Edward DiBello
Nancy G. Dickenson
Margaret Dietrich
Christine & Joe DiGregorio
Gay Dillingham
Mary Ann Dix
Elizabeth Doak & Kathryn Braziel
Paula Sass Donnelly
Dr. Cornelius Dooley &

Susanne Hoffman-Dooley
David & Deborah Douglas
Nate Downey &

Melissa McDonald
Sandy & Geoff Dransfield
George Dresden
Willis & Dorothy Duff
Gaylon Duke & Zenia Victor
Celestine Duncan
George T. Duncan &

Sheryl Kelsey
James H. Duncan Jr.

John Duncan & Anita Sarafa
Ron & Jill Duncan

Bill & Ellen Dupuy

Fred & Char Durham

John & Judith Dwyer

Lorna Dyer & Jerry D. Watts
Danny & Marissa Earp
Marie Eaves

Rick Edwards

Sherry Eichorn

Christopher &

Andrea Eide Azevedo
Nancy Eisenberg
Richard & Linda Eitzen
Bobbie Elliott
Kirk & Sheila Ellis
Dr. Maya Elrick
Mary & Peter Elson
Barbara & Don Elwell Jr.
Patricia M. Emerson
Kenneth Emery

John E. Emry
Jonathan Endres
Emily & Lars Engel
Jane Engel
Beth Enson
Chris Espeset & Jill Epstein
Dr. Eve & David Espey
Anthony J. & Asia Esposito
Nooredin Etezady
Ellen & David Evans
Paul L. Evans
Frankie & David Ewing
Shea Fallick
Steven & Anne Farber
Eugene & Joan Farnum
Karen Farrell
Dr. Halley Faust & Eve Cohen
Vincent & Elizabeth"Faust
Dennis & Bing-Shan Fazio
Dr. Paul Feil
Stephen Feinberg & Susan Foote
Susan Feiner & Peter Whitman
Ellyn Feldman
William & Margaret Feldman
Elizabeth Ferguson
Gary & Coleen Ferguson
Karl Ferguson
Cynthia Figueroa-Mclnteer
Robert M. Findling
Franklin M. Fine & Leslee Richards
Thomas & Sylvia Fink
Jennice Fishburn
Jim Fisher
Kristina G. Fisher & Phil Carter
Lisa & Rick Fisher
Sandra Fitzpatrick
Kristina Flanagan
Gordon Flanders
John Flax & Pamela Gregg Flax
Ronda Fleck & Tim Lopez
Debbie Fleischaker
Harlan Flint
Robert J. Floran
The Honorable

Yvonne Magdalena Flores
Mary Helen Follingstad
Richard & Caroll Follingstad
Jorge Fonseca
Robert & Janet Ford
Jeff & Beverley Fornaciari
Helen & Kent Forte
David & Anne Fox
Emily Blaugrund Fox

Gary Francis
Amy McConnell Franklin
David Franklin &

Christa Coggins
Lisa & George Franzen
Dr. Kathryn Fraser
Rosemarie & Paul Frederickson
Jennifer French
Lawrence A. & Mary Fricke
Gary &

Noelle Montagu Friedman
Howard & Debra Friedman
Hugh Friedman
J. Roger Friedman
Patricia R. Frisch
Stephanie Fuchs & Todd Olmos
Rita Fuller
Lynne S. Fullerton
Cindi Fuqua
Michael & Nina Furlanetto
Stephen G. Gaber
Helen C. Gabriel
Dr. Jamie L. Gagan
Jane & Norm Gagne
Ed & Maria Gale
Tele Gallagher
Susan Gallaher
Kenneth Gallard
Lorraine Gallard
Al & Nancy Galves
Dorothy & George Gamble
Alexander Gancarz &

Jonathan Carleton
Patricia Gandert
Betsy Garber
F. Chris & Sandy Garcia
Art Gardenswartz
Carole A. Gardner
Thomas & Marilyn Gardner
Faith Garfield
Lynn Gary
Arthur Norman Gaume
Timothy Gay
John Geddie
Ronald Gedrim & Lisa Jacobs
Mariana Griswold Geer
Nancy Moore Gehman
Amy & Philip Geier
Mark & Anne Trainor Gelber
Nicholas R. Gentry
James & Denise George
Walter Gerstle, PhD
Denise & Dean Gianopoulos
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Think New Mexico's 1 ,1 3 0 social investors come from

Dr. Gary Giblin & Sally Malave
Sandra & Van Gilbert
Dr. Chandler & Gillian Gilman
Carl Gilmore
Jonathan & Marjorie Glass
Betsy Glenn
Robert A. Glick &

Jacquelyn Helin
Ann Goldenberg

14 6 communities across New Mexico (and beyond!),

including 3 1 out of 3 3 counties.

Philip D. Goldstone &
Heidi Hahn

Donna Gomien

Frank E. Gonzales

Julia Gonzales

Maria Rosella Gonzales &
Marijo Baca

Charles & lJillian Goodmacher

David R. Goodrich
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Barbara D. Gordon

MacDonnell Gordon

Peter J. Gould & Ann Kuhn

Jeanne & George Gozigian

Christopher Graeser &
Alexandra Ladd

Gerry Graff

Erika Graf-Webster

Cameron Graham



Nathaniel Graham

Dr. Dwight Grant &
Dr. Mary Yoder

David & Deborah Gravatt

Christy Green

Tucker Green

Marcia & Paul Greenbaum

Elizabeth Greenlee

Requa Tolbert Greer &
George Greer

Charles & Kathleen Gregory

F. Judith Griego-Ruth &
Robert J. Ruth

Gary & Patricia Griffin

Dr. Robert & Margaret Griffith

Anne M. Grillet &
Richard L. Schiek
Dr. Lauro Guaderrama
Daniel J. & Lynette Guevara
Mary & Allen Gulledge
Miles & Sylvia Gullingsrud
Rouzi Guo
Capt. Bruce A. Gustin Il
Blaine Gutermuth
Patricia & Ariel Gutierrez
Rick & Cheryl Haaker
Gail Haggard
Ernestine & Melvin Hagman
Kimberly Hallatt
Alesia Hallmark
Bud & Valerie Hamilton
Emma Hamilton
Susan A. Hancock &
Harry L. Miller
Marta & Jack Handey
Jim Hannan
Margaret & Don Hanson
Nancy Harbert

Michael Harbour &

Nancy Rutland
Jasper Hardesty
Patricia Harlow
John & Peggy Harnisch
James Harrington
Wendell & Harriett Harris
Bruce Harrison
Dick & Anna Harrison
John Hart & Carol Prins
Suzie & Scott Havemann
Michael L. Hays
Michael Heath
Marilyn S. Hebert
Steven Hecht & Dori Smith
Neil E. Heighberger
Richard Hepperle
Mary Herring
Barry Herskowitz &

Colleen Carias
Dr. Phillip A. &

Jeri Berger Hertzman
Tom & Consuelo Hester
Johannes &

Gabrielle Heynekamp
Marianne & Dennis Hill
Robert Himmerich y Valencia &

Eva Valencia de Himmerich
Scott Hindman & Meaghan Stern
Dr. Elizabeth Hinds, MD
E. Franklin & Shirley Melis Hirsch
G. William Hoagland
Stephen & Jane Hochberg
Gary Hoe
Lynn & Paul Hoffman
Louis & Georgianna Hoffmann
Penny Hogan
Robert & Evonne Holder
Kevin Holladay & Audrey Walker
David & Liddy Holland
Thomas Holley
Harold Hollis
Deborah & David Holloway
John & Njeri N. Holm
John & Mitzi Holmes
Janice Holt
Bernhard E. Holzapfel
Dee Homans
Robert L. Homer
Susan Homer
Janice Honeycutt Hering &

Jim Hering, Jr.

Kevin & Diana Honnell
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Dr. Richard Honsinger
Elizabeth Hoobler
Sherry F. Hooper
Robert &
Elizabeth Fishel Houghteling
Valerie J. Hubbard
Patrick Hubenthal & Nell Farrell
Dr. Jim & Mary Herrmann Hughes
Martha E. Hughes
Carolyn W. & Clark Hulse
Ann Hume
Michael Hundley
Matthew Hurteau
Jerean Hutchinson
Dr. James R. & Sue Hutchison
Faith Hutson
Ted & Georgie Hutton
Louisa Huyge
Charles & Charlene Hyle
Tova Indritz
Berry lves
Peter B. lves
Dixie & Michael Jackson
Gerald & Donna Jacobi
Elaine & Brian Jacobs
Joel Jacobsen &
Carla Beauchamp
Rhoda & Ralph Janis
Clare Mares Jaramillo
Florence Jaramillo
Eric Sedillo Jeffries
Ann & Jim Jenkins
The Honorable
Thomas E. Jennings
Jessica Jerome
Isabel & Sam Jewell
Don & Pat Jochem
Debbie Johnson
Eric Johnson




or cancel it at any time).

Jan & Rick Adesso
Omar Ahmed
Sonya Berg
Candace Brower & Gerald Kiuttu
Anne W. & Jack Burton
Marynell Callahan-Hirsch
Charlene Cerny &

Joseph Chipman
F. T. Cloak, Jr.
Mark Corey
Tiffany Cox
The Honorable Richard J. Daly
Joa Dattilo & Jane Clayton Oakes
Fran Dever & Dale Belcher
Dr. Neal & Paula Devitt
George Dresden
Jane Engel
Karl Ferguson
Kristina Flanagan
Gary Francis
Arthur Norman Gaume
Carl Gilmore
Donna Gomien

Mark Johnson

Dr. Michael & Judy Johnson
Drs. Nalo & Jeremy Johnson
Dr. Sue Johnson & Jim Zabilski
Paulette Johnston

Curt Jones

Daniel Jones

Edwin Jones

Jessica Jones

John F. Jones

Keytha & K. Paul Jones
Mark & Lynn Jones

Scott & Sandy Jones

(your donatlon will be processed through PayPal, and you can change the amount of your donatlon

Charles & Jillian Goodmacher

Jeanne & George Gozigian

Steven Hecht & Dori Smith

Janice Honeycutt Hering &
Jim Hering, Jr.

Berry lves

Dixie & Michael Jackson

Diane R. Karp, PhD

Sol Lederman

Edward Linderman

Dr. Alston C. Lundgren

Janet & Geoffrey Marshall

Andrew Mayo

Mike McDaniel

Paula Metzner

Mountainair Films

Elizabeth Moya

Charles C. Newm

Yale & Shanti Jones

Keith Julian

Hervey Juris & Leslie Nathanson
Dr. Norm Kaczmarek

Jesse Kaczmarski

Dr. Norty & Summers Kalishman
Kathryn R. Kaminsky

Dr. Charles & Sherri Karaian
Anne & Karl Karlstrom

Chet & Maryellen Karnas
Dubra Karnes-Padilla

Diane R. Karp, PhD

Paul A. & Marianne Kastler
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Lynn Perls &
Brenda Broussard
Karen Phillips & Kyle Olmon
Mike & Charlotte Plantz
James & Coreen Plewa
Kate Rindy
Shelley Rossbach
The Honorable
Christopher Ruszkowski
Dr. Mary Shaw
Honorable Amelia Ellen Shippy
Joan Sickler & Mike Rosow
Michael G. Smith
Stephanie Sydoriak
TechPaladin Printing
Phyllis Turner
The Honorable Dr. Alfredo Vigil
Lori Webster :

Meriom Kastner

David & Stephanie Kauffman

David Kaufman &
Elizabeth Jacobson

Jeannie Kaufmann

William & Linda Keener

Greta & Thomas Keleher

Tom & Lynda Kellahin

Margaret I. Keller

Yvonne & Charles Keller

Fred & Linda Kellerup

Brian & Maria Kelly

Michael & Katherine Kemp



LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY: JOIN THE TURQUOISE LEGACY CIRCLE

Members of the Turquoise Legacy Circle help sustain our work over the long term by including
Think New Mexico in their estate plans. For more information on making a legacy gift, contact us
at (505)992-1315. We are honored by the generosity of the following members of the Turquoise
Legacy Circle who have let us know that they have included Think New Mexico in their wills or
designated Think New Mexico as the beneficiary of a retirement or other account.

Anonymous (4) Sylvia C. Koerber* Roberta Cooper Ramo &

Ann Aceves Robert & Charlotte Kornstein Dr. Barry Re n
Honorable Paul Bardacke Jim Manning Sandra Rasich
Laurence Barker Jan Pylko Mayans George W. Rich
Rob Coffland Barbara Mclntyre* R Howard Rubin* *
John E. Emry* Doris Meyer* & Richard Hertz Sari Stein
Ambassador Glenn Ferguson* & Karen & Philip Milstein Honorable Bill Tallma
Patricia H. Ferguson* Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr. lonor | a
Patricia & Ariel Gutierrez Peter Ossorio e

Ira Jaffe

LEGACY DONOR PROFILE: JOHN EMRY

John Emry graduated from Colorado State University and served in the United
States Army (SP3) during the Korean War before coming to Los Alamos, where
he worked as the head of procurement for Los Alamos Public Schools. John’s
wife Marshia, who passed away in 2006, was a kindergarten teacher in White
Rock for many years, leading the couple to become strong advocates for edu-

cation reform. John proudly wore one of his many Think New Mexico hats on

every outing he went on up until his passing. He had several colors to choose

from, so he could wear one with any outfit!

i College, when she traveled around the state researching Spanish language

LEGACY DONOR PROFILE: DORIS MEYER

Doris Meyer fell in love with New Mexico as a young professor at Brooklyn

newspapers from the territorial era. She earned a B.A. magna cum laude, Phi
Beta Kappa from Harvard University in 1963, and a PhD from the University
of Virginia in 1967. Doris was a Professor of Hispanic and Women's Studies at
Brooklyn College and Connecticut College for many years. Doris and her hus-
band Richard Hertz retired to Santa Fe in 1998, and she was honored with the

Santa Fe Community Foundation’s Philanthropic Leadership Award in 2017. Doris was an instru-

ment-rated pilot, an avid gardener, an art collector, and an accomplished fly-fisherwoman. She loved

walking with her beloved dogs, Uno and Fletcher.
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Roderick & Phyllis Kennedy
Brian Kent
Eslee Kessler
Nancy King, PhD
Ken Kirk
Marjorie Kirkel
Tim Kirkpatrick
Tim Kittleson
Daniel E. Klein &
Robbyne Jones
Richard Klein & Claire Zoeller
Dr. Edward & Cynthia Kleiner
Cheryl Klenner
Judy A. Klinger
Edi & Tom Klingner
Phil Klingner
Lucynthia & Tony Knudsen
Dr. Herb & Shelley Koffler
Paul W. & Roberta Kolp, PhD
Charlotte & Bob Kornstein
Rebecca Koskela
Ruth & Dr. Paul Kovnat
Sherry & Jim Kraemer
Debra Krikorian
Holly Kuehn
Michael & Alice Kuhn
Gayle A. Kuldell
Ellen Kurnit
Carol Kurth
Dr. Alice Kahn Ladas
Diane LaFrance
Robert & Ginger Lagasse
Leslie Lakind
Craig Lamb
Donald & Jean Lamm
Cornelia Lange
Barbara & Michael Langner
Charlotte Larragoite
Susan J. Larson
Kathy & Tres Latimer
Kevin LaVine &
Dennis DeVanney
Dr. Elizabeth Lawrence &
Andrew Montgomery
A. C. Lawson & Lea Bradovich
Kakkadasam Laxminarayan &
Sudha Narayan
Marcy Leavitt & Steve Cary
Sol Lederman
Dr. Rebecca Lee & Dan Rader
Dr. Jonathan D. &
Christine Lehman

Barbara Lenssen &
Keith Anderson, PhD
Michael Leo
Jim & Story Leonard
Roberta Lerman
Liz & Alan Lerner
Joan & Jeffrey Less
Jesse Levin & Shane Plossu
Annika Levy
Ronald & Eileen Levy
The Honorable James B. Lewis
Marianne R. Lewis
Willard & Kay Lewis
William & Cymantha Liakos
Constance & Dennis Liddy
Mike & Diane Lilley
Lisa Lincoln & Tom Brimacombe
Catherine & Darryl Lindberg
William Lindenau &
Veronique De Jaegher
Edward Linderman
John & Gerry Lingo
Stephanie & Stuart Lipkowitz
Charlotte Lipson
The Honorable Marcy &
Bill Litzenberg
William Loeb
Ruth Lommel
Marcy Loomis
Conchita L. Lopez
Margaret Lopez &
Chris Frechette
Drs. Alexander & Karen LoRusso
Michael E. Loughrey &
Yvonne Castillo
Paula Lozar
Martha & John Lubell
Phyllis Ludi
Edward Lujan
Dr. Alston C. Lundgren
Peggy Montgomery Lunt &
David Lunt
Peter Lupsha & Ursula Hill
Karyl Lyne
Patricia Maben
Dr. Crawford MacCallum &
Reut Ran
Douglas R. MacDonald
Jessie Macfarland &
Chris Castillo
Steve & Meredith Machen
Geraldine & Allen Macomber
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Rick & Molly Madden
Monica & Christopher Madrid
Jay Maharath
Steven G. & Kay A. Maize
Dr. Kathleen Maley &
Stephen Smith
Sherry Malone
Dee Maloof
John Mangimeli
Jim & Dana Pope Manning
Gregory & Summer Manoff
Mark Mansell
James Mansfield &
F. Joan Mathien
John Mantis
Antonio & Molly Manzanares
Dr. Douglas Mapel
Amy Marash
Steven P. Margulin &
Iris Weinstein
Susan & Philip Marineau
Emmalia Mariner
Robert L. Marritz
Jerry Marshak & Signe Bergman
Janet & Geoffrey Marshall
Walt Marshall
Sherry & Jim Martin
Susan L. Martin
Candace Martinez
Claudelle Martinez
The Honorable Damon &
Holly Martinez
lan & Alexandria Martinez



Liddie & Rick Martinez
Linda Matteucci

Karen J. Matthews

Patsy Matthews

Jim & Jackie Maxon

Eric Maxon & Marina Efroymson
Paula Maynes & Jeff McFall
Andrew Mayo

Cavill & Sally Maze

Joann Mazzio

Pamela McBride

Dr. Charles McCanna &

Sue Ann Snyder
Jack & Kathy McCarthy
Taylor McConnell
Mike McDaniel
John McDermott
Kevin McDonald
Linda McDowell
John McEnaney
Andy McEncroe
Stephen & Jacqueline McFeely
Mike McGeary
James McGrath
Susan McGrew
Jane & David McGuire
John McKean
Bruce McKinney
Jean B. McKinney
Dorothy McKissick &

Donald Brannan
Don &

Sharon Ettinger McLaughlin
George & Tiia McLaughlin
Margaret McLean & Bill Moon
Mary Lynn & Vic McNallie

Blaire McPherson
Janet McVickar
Michelle & Don Meaders
Dale & Ivan Melada
Michael Melody & Bonnie Binkert
Christy Mendoza
Griffin Merians
Dan Merians & Elizabeth Bradley
Paula Metzner
Joelle Mevi
Barbara Meyer
Brent & Dawn Meyer
Doris Meyer & Richard Hertz
Stephen Meyer
Marti Meyerson & Jamie Hooper
Dr. Kathleen M. & John Mezoff
Guy Miller
Jeanette Boo Miller
Louise T. Mills
Charles P. & Edwina H. Milner
Esther & Ralph Milnes
Karen & Philip Milstein
Judith Minks
Dr. William & Marsha Mitchell
Peter & Heather Mithoefer
The Honorable Steve Moise
Carol Moldaw
Bonnie Montgomery
Amanda Montgomery &
Richard Von Kaenel
James Moore & Dean Lively
The Honorable Hope Morales
Joyce & David Mordhorst
Manuel & Delma Moreno
Ann Morgan
Hazel Morgan &
Jerrett Koenigsberg
Shirley E. Morrison
Daniel T. & Felicia Morrow
Philip W. & Suzanne R. Moss
Elizabeth Moya
Helen & Timothy Mullane
Carol Ann Mullaney
Monica Muller
Ann M. Mumford
Mary K. Mumford
Brian H. Murphy

Joan Murphy
Nancy Murphy
Peter Murphy
Philip & Julie Murray
Juliet Myers
Max & Linda Myers
Michael Nadler
The Honorable Judith Nakamura
David J. Nathan &
Rebecca L. Chaplan
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.
Ruth G. Nathan
Sara Nathan & Joel Kazis
Dr. David Neal &
Alice Redmond-Neal
Sue & Jim Neidhart
Kristina Nethaway
Richard &
Sharon Kellum Neuman
Aysen New
Charles C. Newman &
Tom Appelquist
Bob Nordstrum
Faye & Dr. Chuck North, MD
David & Audrey Northrop
Gladys Norton
Katie & Jim Norton
Sarah Noss
Charles & Martha Novak
John M. Nye & Deanne Ottaway
Nancy E. Oakes
Katherine Oakley
Michael J. O'Connell &
Theresa Taggart
Maggie Odell & Linda Zingle
Dan & Mary John O'Hair
Rachel O'Keefe & Steven Bohlin
Robert Oldakowski &
Luis Mendoza
Patrick &
Susan Conway Oliphant
Kristin Oliver
Porus & Deenaz Olpadwala
Christophe Olson
Lynn & Jim Olson
Elizabeth & Hugh Alan O'Neall
Catherine Oppenheimer

“Thank you for all you do with such dignity and care. My donation to Think New Mexico is one of

the easiest gifts I make every year.”

JEAN ANDERSON, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO, AUGUST 16, 2020
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which will come pick up the vehicle, sell it at auction

If you have any questions or would like to donate your vehicle call CARS at 1-877-411-3662 (be sure

to tell them that the donation is for Think New Mexico) or visit the “Support” page of our website.

David & Diane Oram
Dylan O'Reilly &
Sara Montgomery
Linda Osborne
Jean & Peter Ossorio
Alan T. Ostapack
Melinne Owen & Paul Giguere
Mike Owens
Jo & Tony Paap
George & Elise Packard
Dr. Richard & Jane Padberg
Sally Paez
Bill & Claudia Page
Adam & Rachel Paley
Naomi Paley
James D. Palmer
The Honorable James A. &
Janice Parker
Mary Jane Parks & Don Moseley
Bill & Lisa Parshall
David Pascale
Anna Mae Patterson
Fred E. & Laveta Patterson
Daniel & Carol Pava
Liz & Larry Pearsall
Robert A. Pelak &
Laura Ellen Walton
Robert Perls
Lynn Perls & Brenda Broussard
Jane Perry
Michael & Melissa Peterson
Roger Peterson
William Peterson
Evelyn Petschek
Pat & Michael Pfeifer
Karen Phillips & Kyle Olmon
The Honorable Sam Pick
The Honorable Lynn Pickard

Mandy Pino
Carol & Ray Pittman
Mike & Charlotte Plantz
Bryan Pletta
James & Coreen Plewa
Kelly Pope & David Bulfer
Stephen Pope & Maria Higuera
Alyson Porter
Cara Gordon Potter
Earl & Deborah Potter
Sarah Potter & Tom Melk
Ann Powers & Vince Paoletti
Chris Prandoni
Sally Pratt
David & Patricia Cloud Prescott
Larry & Lauren Prescott
Robin C. & Kathy S. Price
Linda Prince
Dan & Judy Prono
Rosario Provenza & Nancy Sutor
Joseph J. & Lynne Ptacek
Lee F. Purcaro
Kip Purcell & Georgia Will
Michael Purdy
Christopher Purvis
Ann Quarles
Dr. Tony Quay
Lisa Quick
Daniel Quinn
Stacy S. Quinn
Eric Quintana
Pier Quintana
Victoria Rabinowe &
Ed Oppenheimer
Mary Radnich
Roberta Cooper Ramo &
Dr. Barry Ramo
Marcus Randolph & Lee Caldwell
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Douglass Rankin &

William Ruggles
Melanie & Ed Ranney
Sandra Rasich
Elizabeth & Tracy Ratzlaff
Lois & Bud Redding
Charles & Karen Reeder
Ray A. Reeder
Jill Reichman
January Romero Reissman
Penny Rembe
Stephanie Resnick
Charles & Loretta Reynolds
Elizabeth A. Rice
John Rich
George M. & Sheila Richmond
Shelly Richmond
Laura Riedel
Kate Rindy
Todd Ringler &

Deborah Thompson
Terry Rister
Mieka Ritsema & Ashok Reddy
Dr. Margaret E. Roberts
Shelley Roberts & Dewey Moore
Betsy & Steven Robeson
Lindsay Robinson
Homer Robinson & Lisa Zahren
Larry & Alice Rodgers
Kimberley & Matt Rodriguez
Lee Rogaliner & Anne Gifford
Marjorie & Steve Rogers
Henry Romero
Leo M. & Robin Romero
Vicente Romero
Peter Romine
Jane Ronca-Washburn
Paul Roop



DONATE DIRECTLY FROM AN INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT

If you own an Individual Retirement Account and are age 72 or older, you are eligible to receive tax ben-

efits if you transfer up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to Think New Mexico. The transfer will count

toward fulfilling your required minimum distribution from your IRA and will not be considered part of your

gross income for federal tax purposes.

For more information on donating from your IRA, just give us a call at (505) 992-1315 and we'll give you

all the information you need to make the transfer. Then simply contact the financial services company that

serves as your IRA custodian and let them know that you would like to make a Qualified Charitable Dis-

tribution to Think New Mexico from your IRA.

—
=
"

Jo Marie Rose

Stephen & Nancy Rose
Stephen Rose & Barbara Zaring
Doris Rosen

Patricia Rosenberg
Steven Rosenthal

Ari Rosner-Salazar
Chaia Ross

Walter & Elizabeth Ross
Shelley Rossbach

Trip Rothschild

Pam Roy

Stephen Royce, Esq.
Randy Royster &

Maria Griego-Raby
Howard A. & Matilda Rubin
Patricia Rudy-Baese
George Ruptier
The Honorable

Christopher Ruszkowski
Paula Sabloff
Sara Sally Sabo
Talal Saint-Lot
Ramona Sakiestewa

Christine Salem
Arielle Salmon
Anne Salzmann &
David McDonald
Drs. Patrick J. Samora &
Julie Martinez
John & Marcia Samore
Jay S. Samuels
Al & Mary Anne Sanborn
Dr. Fen & JoAnn Sartorius
The Satpathi Family
Didier Saumon
Anne Sawyer
Wilson & Jenna Scanlan
Franklin Schargel
Candace Schau
William & Cheryl Scheer
Mary Schipper & Thomas Trigg
Stephanie Schlanger & Randy Bos
Terry Schleder
Nancy Schmierbach
Jon & Claire Schneider
Sarah Schneider
Robert Schoen
Dr. Peter Scholle
Rich Schrader
George Schrank
Merry Schroeder
Mary E. Schruben
Michael Schulz & Marie Maher
A.V. Schulze
Tom Schwab & Pamela Donegan
Nan Schwanfelder
David & Martha Schwartz
Jeff & Verlan Schwehn
Scott Schweighauser &
Liz Ellrodt
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Victoria Lee Seale

Ron & Meryl Segel

Jack & Peggy Seigel

Susan & Richard Seligman

The Honorable Patricio M. &
Eloise Serna

Mary Ann Shaening

Thomas & Rebecca Shankland

Harry & Payton Shapiro

Dr. Mary Shaw

Allan Shedlin

E. C. Sheeley

Patricia Sheely

Jay & Katherine Shelton

Paula Shephard

Honorable Amelia Ellen Shippy

Sharon Shoemaker

Ray Shortridge

Judith Shotwell

Jane Shreffler

David & Patricia Shulman

Joan Sickler & Mike Rosow

Herman Siegelaar &
Cornelia Bryer

Maripat & Randy Silva

Carol Silverman

Shelley Silverman

Earnestine Simmons

Maggie Simms

Dr. Janet Simon

Tom & Susan Simons

Walt & Beth Simpson

Jen Sincero

Ann Singer

Jo Anne H. Singer

Denise Singleton

Barbara Sinha



Bill & Amy Sisneros
Susan Slade
Bruce A. Smith
Donald Smith & Lucy Crane
Dr. Fredrica & Paul Smith
Michael G. Smith
Morgan Smith & Sherry Patten
Susannah & Vernon Smith
Stephen Snyder
Anne Young Souders
Marcia Southwick
Diane Sparago
Sue Spaven
Jacob Spigel
Dr. Jim Spigel &
Dinorah Gutierrez
Randy Spurr
Julia & David Stafford
Joseph Stampfer & Leah George
Dorothy Starr
Susanne Stauffer
John Stearns
Susan Steffy
Sari Stein
Robert & Nicky Steinkamp
Aaron Stern
Susan Stickney
Greg Stier
Tiago Stock & Theresa Gheen
Andrew & Katie Stone
Jan R. Stone
Suzanne Stone
Kim Straus
Georgia & Gerry Strickfaden
Karen Sturnick &
Elizabeth Andrews
Dr. Rebecca Summer &
Richard Ducotey
Claudette Sutton
Duffy & Jean Ann Swan
Judith Swayne
Bill Swift
Jane Swift
Stephanie Sydoriak
Susan & Larry Tackman
The Honorable William G. &
Rebecca Tallman

Patrick Talou
Penelope Tarasuk
Kathleen A. Tari
Janet Rodney Tarn
Nathaniel Tarn
Dyanna Taylor
Jan & Kim Taylor
Buneesa Terry
Corliss Thalley
Nina & Gary Thayer
Carl & Marilynn Thoma
Margo Thoma
Mark & Yolanda Thoma
Carroll Thomas
George Thomas
Mary Thomas
Tom Thomas
Joseph & Lois Thompson
Stephen Thompson &
Anne Weaver
Jennifer Thorne Lehman
Todd Tibbals & Andrea Escher
Suzanne M. Timble
Barrett Toan & Polly O'Brien
Richard & Caroline Tower
Jason T. Trainor
Robert B. Trapp
Michael Treitler
Wenda Trevathan & Gregg Henry
Allan Trosclair
Mary Lou Trujillo
Phyllis Turner
Rick Tyner
Sharyn & Kim Udall
Lynn Umbreit
Othiamba Umi
Sachiko & Anthony Umi
Bert Umland & Gregory Grannan
Andrew Ungerleider
Anne Urbanski
Adam Usdan & Andrea Pollock
Mary W. Utton
Firoz & Jabeen Vagh
Aldo M. Vaio
Nina Valenzuela
Jean & Rich Van Camp
Sharon & Bob Van de Velde

Karen Van de Velde-Kossman &

Rob Kossmann
Bernard &

Josephine Van der Hoeven
Owen & Katherine Van Essen
Deborah & Hubert Van Hecke
Daulat Vania
Kenneth Varela
Billie Velasco
Mary Pettitt Venable
Mrs. Joan H. Vernick
The Honorable Dr. Alfredo Vigil
David M. Vigil
Drs. Debbie Vigil &

Michael Whiting
Frederico Vigil
Dave & Liz Vlaming
Marilyn Von Reiter
Ron Voorhees
Bill Wadt & Ann McLaughlin
Scott & Donnette Wagner
Wayne Walden
Cheryl Walker
Kim Walker
Louhannah Walker
Dr. Edward A. & Cynthia Walpin
Alton Walpole
Anne Watkins & Sterling Grogan
James Watson
Gerry Wawrek
Shelley Waxman
The Honorable Alan Webber &

Frances Diemoz

Sometimes the good guys win, and it happens a lot more when Think New Mexico is leading the way.

Your terrific and tireless work is making life better for New Mexicans in every part of the state.”

PHIL SCHILIRO, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO, FEBRUARY 17, 2022
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GET YOUR THINK NEW MEXICO GEAR AT OUR ONLINE STORE

Think New Mexico's online store has something for everyone,

from stickers to tote bags, cell phone cases, notebooks, water

bottles, mugs, t-shirts, hoodies, and more! They make great gifts

and show your support for Think New Mexico. You can find

the store on our website at:

http://www.thinknewmexico.org/online-store

2019 interns model their Think New Mexico gear

William P. Weber

Lori Webster

Kelly Weiler

Dr. Steven Weiner

V. Gregory Weirs

Jason Weisfeld

Rosa Weiss

Kappy Wells

Robert & Ann Wells

Ssu Weng & Peter Pesic

H. Nicole &
James A. Werkmeister

Helen Wertheim

Liz Wertheim

Bill Wesbrooks

Jerry West

Steven Westby &
Frances Penvenne

Christina West-McDonald &
Kelly McDonald

Bruce Weydemeyer &
Charlotte J. Kinney

Sydney Weydemeyer

The Honorable Michael &
Kyle Wheeler

Dr. Harvey J. White

Robert C. White &
Pamela Gravagne

Rollin & Dr. Cheryl Whitman

Helena Whyte

William H. & Janislee Wiese

Michael Wiese &
Margaret Hennessey

Betty V. Wilde

Ronald Wilkins

Carol P. Williams

Cheryl Lou Williams

Margaret G. Williams

Susan Williams

T. J. Williams

Brent Willoughby

Aletta Wilson

Chris Wilson

Ellee Wilson

Franklin E. Wilson

Susan Wilson

Nancy J. & Ronald C. Winger

Mark Winne

Rachel Winston

Nancy Meem Wirth

Arnold Wise

Gerald Wise & Rebecca Phillips

Jane Wishner &
Dr. Robert Rosenberg

Bill & Joan Witkin

Judith L. Witten

Nancy J. Witter

Sally Witters

Karen Wohlgemuth

Barak Wolff & Leah Popp

Alice J. Wolfsberg

Guy & Marcia Wood

Mark E. Wood

The Honorable Richard &
Debbie Woodbury

Sheldon & Sharon Wright

Susan Wright

T. Spencer Wright

Jerold & Joyce Wulf

Paula Wynnyckyj & John Lakari

Susan & Katy Yanda &
Chris Norris

Dean Yannias

Marc Yellin

The Honorable Hess Yntema &
Patricia Contreras Yntema

John Yoeckel

Daniel Yohalem

Ellen Roberts Young

Julia L. Young

Dean Zantow

Ernest Zapata, Jr.
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Michael Zercher

Eric B. Zhang

Drs. Kezhuang Zhao & Yan Yang
Arpad Zolyomi

Gifts in Memory of:

ABIGAIL ADLER
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

MARY BEAVIS
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

JOHN CLUBBE
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

CAMILLE COATES
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

BENJAMIN CRANE
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

LYNN DAY
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

JOHN E. EMRY
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

SUSAN HERTER
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

BARBARA E. HOLZAPEFEL
Bernhard E. Holzapfel

HELEN R. HOMANS
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

MERIOM KASTNER
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

COSIMO LUCCHESE 11
Pat & Michael Pfeifer

MORGAN MAXWELL, JR.
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

DORIS MEYER
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.



CHARLES P. MILNER
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

RUTH MONDLICK
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

FRAN NATHAN
Joa Dattilo &
Jane Clayton Oakes

FRAN & FRED NATHAN, SR.
Charles Berry

ROBERT NICOLAN
Elaine Del Valle

KATHRYN O'KEEFFE
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

DEENAZ OLPADWALA
Kenneth Brown &

Elizabeth Sanjuan
Geetika & Arvind Caprihan
Geeta Chaturvedi
Kakkadasam Laxminarayan &

Sudha Narayan
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.
Firoz & Jabeen Vagh
Daulat Vania

PATRICK GLEASON QUINN

Lisa Beck & Mitch Seider &
Family

Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

Daniel Quinn

HOWARD RUBIN
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

STEWART UDALL
Liz & Alan Lerner

Gifts in Honor of:

PAUL BARDACKE
Mike Daly

JEFF & ANNE BINGAMAN
Mike Daly

STUART BLUESTONE
Paul Abrams

RICHARD J. DALY
Mike Daly

NANCY G. DICKENSON
Lorraine Gallard

JOHN EGBERT & FAMILY
Lorraine Gallard

KRISTINA G. FISHER
Lisa & Rick Fisher

MARY FREDERICK
Billie Blair & Gene Weisfeld

LIDDIE MARTINEZ

Fran Goodwin DeGraffenreid
Rita Fuller

Penny Hogan

Clare Mares Jaramillo

Hervey Juris & Leslie Nathanson
Monica & Christopher Madrid
Claudelle Martinez

lan & Alexandria Martinez
Eric Quintana

Nina Valenzuela

Kenneth Varela

Frederico Vigil

FRED NATHAN, JR

Paul Abrams

Lynn Gary

Dan Merians & Elizabeth Bradley
Michael Nadler

Maggie Simms

CLAIRE ZOELLER
Richard Klein

Gifts by Steven P.
Margulin & lIris
Weinstein in Honor
of their Clients:

Ken & Tina Arechederra
Lupe & Lisa Arguello
Sharon Arp & Luis Paz
Mike & Laura Barnes
Myra Bleicher & Alvin Ross
Richard & Shirley Bolton
Jim Brinkman

Paul & Danita Burns

Bob & Janet Chambers

Mario & Robyn Cruz
Nels Dahlgren & Jenny Dillow
Chuck & Lee Danielson
Julie Dax & Bruce Mann
George Dietrich & Lisa Stuart
Thomas Dimperio
Catherine Dolter
Terri Donahue
Randie & Cheryl Dorrance
Jerry & Laurie Estrada
John & Julie Franchini
Merrylin Fulks
Dorothy L. Gabaldon
Bill & Jean Gabriel
George Gallow
Alex & Debra Gonzales
Don & Sharon Graham
Thomas & Mary Grzybowski
Hank & Jan Happ
Ken Hebert
Pat Hebert
Mindi Horwitch
Jay & Carol Jordan
Jennifer Knollenberg
Ken & Bonnie Konopka
Al & Margie Lappin
Chamizal MacPherson &
Eric Keller
Cynthia McBride
Cynthia Meachum
Sandy Meyer
Greg & Theresa Natzke
Vincent & Mary Nulk
Ray & Wendy Orley
Cathy Pfeifer & Matthew Perini
Virginia Pitts
Eric & Jayne Plikerd
Randy & Dana Pulliam
Karen Samora
Maryann Seewald & Ed Reed
Jennifer Skeet &
Thomas Teegarden
Ann Snyder
Enid Solin
Mark Solomon
Jake & Debra Tausch
Donna Thomas & Rory Sutton
Audrey Urbano
Robert & Rozella Van Meter
Ken & Melanie Vanlyssel




Jonas Skardis
Alex Candelaria Sedillos
Tableau

‘Bellas Artes

Bode's Mercantile Inc.

Bueno Foods

Bunny Terry Real Estate, LLC

Carrier Foundation at Carrier

Cedar Crest Vision, LLC

Cid's Food Market, Inc.

Creative Kids Childcare Center-
Espafola

Dancing Threads

Dekker/Perich/Sabatini, LTD

Dion's Pizza

East Tao Corporation

El Bienstar

El Gancho

Elwell Construction Co.

Embudo Dental Clinic

Enterprise Bank and Trust

Enterprise ICG Consulting

First Manhattan Co.

Harry's Roadhouse

Innovative Educators, LLC
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Park Avenue Frami

PassByte

The Placitas Group, LLC
Rancheros De Santa Fe, Inc.
The Range

Retirement Extender

Rex Goes Racing

Stone Age Climbing Gym
Stone Design

TechPaladin Printing
Twenty-First Strategies, LLC
Weaselsleeves Press Inc
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Join Us!

We hope you'll consider joining the more than a thousand New Mexicans
listed on the previous pages by becoming a supporter of Think New
Mexico. There are many ways to do so, including mailing a check in the
enclosed yellow envelope, donating online, becoming a monthly con-
tributor, donating a vehicle, donating directly from a retirement ac-
count and including a bequest to Think New Mexico in your estate
planning. Visit our website at www.thinknewmexico.org to learn more.

"Thinking Cap"” Photos

PAGE 25: Kaili Lambe and her dog Zayla, hiking in Colorado

PAGE 30: Nathan Sanchez, Denver, Colorado
Molly Leonard, Santa Fe, New Mexico

PAGE 33: Witkin Nathan, Santa Fe, New Mexico
PAGE 34: Romy Anderson, Santa Fe, New Mexico
PAGE 36: Othiamba Umi, Delicate Arch, Moab Utah

PAGE 37: Leadership Intern Sophie Hare, Santa Fe, New Mexico
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NEVER DOUBT

THAT A SMALL GROUP
OF THOUGHTFUL,

COMMITTED

CITIZENS
CAN CHANGE

THE WORLD.
INDEED, IT IS

THE ONLY THING THAT

EVER HAS.
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