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About the Cover

The cover features a photograph taken in 1943 in the Questa grade
school in northern New Mexico by John Collier, Jr. (1913-1992).
Collier grew up primarily in Taos, and was hired by the Farm Security
Administration during the New Deal to document the lives of northern
New Mexico communities. Photo courtesy the Library of Congress, Farm
Security Administration photo collection (ID number LC-DIG-fsa-
8d25964).

About Think New Mexico

Think New Mexico is a results-oriented think tank whose mission is to
improve the lives of all New Mexicans, especially those who lack a
strong voice in the political process. We fulfill this mission by educating
the public, the media, and policymakers about some of the most seri-
ous challenges facing New Mexico and by developing and advocating

for enduring, effective, evidence-based solutions.

Our approach is to perform and publish sound, nonpartisan, independent
research. Unlike many think tanks, Think New Mexico does not subscribe
to any particularideology. Instead, because New Mexico is at or near the
bottom of so many national rankings, our focus is on promoting work-
able solutions that will lift all New Mexicans up.

Consistent with our nonpartisan approach, Think New Mexico's board
is composed of Democrats, Independents, and Republicans. They are
statesmen and stateswomen who have no agenda other than to help

New Mexico succeed. They are also the brain trust of this think tank.
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Think New Mexico's Results

As a results-oriented think tank serving New Mexicans, Think New
Mexico measures its success based on changes in law or policy we
help to achieve and that improve the lives of all New Mexicans.

Our results include:

* Making full-day kindergarten accessible to every child in New
Mexico

* Repealing the state's regressive tax on food and successfully
defeating attempts to reimpose it

* Creating a Strategic Water Reserve to protect and restore New
Mexico's rivers

* Establishing New Mexico's first state-supported Individual De-
velopment Accounts to alleviate the state's persistent poverty

* Redirecting millions of dollars a year out of the state lottery's
excessive operating costs and into college scholarships

* Reforming title insurance to reduce closing costs for homebuyers
and homeowners who refinance their mortgages

* Streamlining and professionalizing the state Public Regulation
Commission

* Creating a one-stop online portal for all business fees and filings

Establishing a user-friendly health care transparency website
where New Mexicans can find the cost and quality of common
medical procedures at any hospital in the state

Enacting the Work and Save Act to make state-sponsored In-
dividual Retirement Accounts accessible to New Mexicans who
lack access to retirement savings through their jobs

* Making the state's infrastructure spending transparent by reveal-
ing the legislative sponsors of every capital project

* Adding financial literacy to the state's education standards

* Ending predatory lending by reducing the maximum annual
interest rate on small loans from 175% to 36%

Repealing the tax on Social Security for middle and lower income
New Mexicans

Summer Storm Over the Painted Kiva
Photo by Alex Candelaria Sedillos



Think New Mexico's Board of Directors

Phelps Anderson served four terms in the New Mexico House,
1977-1980 and 2019-2022. A businessman from Roswell, Phelps
has worked in industries ranging from ranching to restaurant man-
agement, and he is the president of SunValley Energy Corp. Phelps
chaired the Interstate Stream Commission and serves on the board
of regents of the New Mexico Military Institute.

Clara Apodaca, a native of Las Cruces, was First Lady of New
Mexico from 1975-1978. She served as New Mexico's Secretary
of Cultural Affairs under Governors Toney Anaya and Garrey
Carruthers and as senior advisor to the U.S. Department of the
Treasury. Clara is the former President and CEO of the National
Hispanic Cultural Center Foundation.

Jacqueline Baca has been President of Bueno Foods since 1986.
Jackie was a founding board member of Accion and has served
on the boards of the Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Com-
merce, the New Mexico Family Business Alliance, and WESST.
In 2019, she was appointed to the Federal Reserve Bank of
Kansas City's Denver Branch Board of Directors.

Paul Bardacke served as Attorney General of New Mexico from
1983-1986.Heis a Fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers,
and he handled complex commercial litigation and mediation
with the firm of Bardacke Allison in Santa Fe. Paul was a member
of the National Park System Advisory Board for seven years.

Notah Begay 111, Navajo/San Felipe/Isleta Pueblo, is the only
full-blooded Native American to have played on the PGA Tour,
where he won four tournaments. He now works with Native com-
munities to develop world-class golf properties. Notah founded
The Notah Begay Il Foundation (NB3F), which works to reduce
obesity and diabetes among Native American youth.

Garrey Carruthers served as Governor of New Mexico from
1987-1990 and as Chancellor of the system and President of New
Mexico State University from 2013-2018. In between he was
Dean of the College of Business at NMSU and President and CEO
of Cimarron Health Plan. Garrey was instrumental in establishing

the Arrowhead Center for economic development in Las Cruces.
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LaDonnaHarris is the Founder and Chair of the Board of Americans
for Indian Opportunity. Sheis also a founder of the National Women's
Political Caucus. LaDonna was a leader in the effort to return the
Taos Blue Lake to Taos Pueblo. She is an enrolled member of the
Comanche Nation.

Edward Lujan is the former CEO of Manuel Lujan Agencies, the
largest privately owned insurance agency in New Mexico. Ed is
also a former Chairman of the Republican Party of New Mexico,
the New Mexico Economic Development Commission, and the
National Hispanic Cultural Center of New Mexico, where he is
Chair Emeritus.

Liddie Martinez is a native of Espafiola whose family has lived in
northern New Mexico since the 1600s. She is the Market Pres-
ident-Los Alamos for Enterprise Bank and Trust and a past Board
Chair of the Los Alamos National Laboratory Foundation. She also
farms the Rancho Faisan. Liddie served on Governor Michelle
Lujan Grisham's Economic Recovery Council.

Judith K. Nakamura was a member of the New Mexico judici-
ary from 1998-2020. She was appointed to the New Mexico Su-
preme Court in 2015, and in 2017, she became only the fourth
woman to serve as Chief Justice in the Court's 108-year history.
Judy is an avid hot air balloon pilot and she serves on the board
of the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.

Fred Nathan, Jr. founded Think New Mexico and is its Executive
Director. Fred served as Special Counsel to New Mexico Attorney
General Tom Udall from 1991-1998. In that capacity, he was
the architect of several successful legislative initiatives and was in
charge of New Mexico's lawsuit against the tobacco industry,
which resulted in a $1.25 billion settlement for the state.

Roberta Cooper Ramo is the first woman elected President of
the American Bar Association and the American Law Institute.
Roberta has served on the State Board of Finance and was
President of the University of New Mexico Board of Regents. In
2011, she was inducted into the American Academy of Arts and

Sciences. Roberta is a shareholder in the Modrall Sperling law firm.
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Dear New Mexican:

As this results-oriented think tank approaches its quarter-century
mark on January 1, 2024, Think New Mexico has identified new
ways to magnify our impact over the next quarter century.

For example, last year we launched an experiment: rather than
just focusing on a single, narrowly-targeted policy solution that
could be achieved in a single legislative session, we built an am-
bitious, multi-part plan for improving public education in New
Mexico. This plan consists of a series of interconnected policy
ideas that are proven to truly move the needle on academic
outcomes. (You can read that full report on our website.)

We estimate that the education reform plan we developed will
take at least five years to enact and implement. However, with
the excellent work of Mandi Torrez, Think New Mexico's
Education Reform Director and the 2020 New Mexico Teacher
of the Year, we achieved several of the goals we set out to
accomplish, as you can see in the news coverage featured in the
following pages. (Mandi is profiled on page 21.)

There is much more to do to ensure that every student in New
Mexico has access to a high-quality public education, and Mandi
is already bringing a year-round, full-time focus to that work.

Another major development for Think New Mexico this year was
our purchase of a permanent headquarters, described on the fol-
lowing page. This new space gives us room to grow our high-cal-
iber staff over time, which will allow us to replicate the strategy
of taking a deeper dive into other policy areas.

Think New Mexico will grow and evolve as our funding allows,
but | am pleased to report that we have already raised the funds
to purchase our new headquarters, so any money you donate
will go toward our policy work, not to bricks and mortar.

Since our founding, we have been committed to maximizing the
social return on investment received by our many generous con-
tributors (listed in the back half of this report). We hope you will
consider joining them by sending a contribution in the enclosed
yellow envelope, giving online at www.thinknewmexico.org, or
supporting Think New Mexico in one of the many ways listed on
the back inside cover of this report.

Teeed Nettu (.

June 1, 2023
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WE'VE MOVED! 505 DON GASPAR, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87505

THINK NEW MEXICO PURCHASES PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS

Greer House in 1910. Courtesy the Palace of the Governors
Photo Archives (NMHM/DCA), negative #HP.2014.14.1025

As of June 1, 2023, Think New Mexico can be
found in its new permanent headquarters in the
historic Greer House at 505 Don Gaspar in Santa
Fe, at the corner of Paseo de Peralta and Don
Gaspar, just down the block from our previous
office and directly across the street from the state
Capitol.

The Greer House was constructed in 1909 by
Nathan Salmon (1866-1941), who emigrated to
the United States from Syria at the age of 21. He
traveled the Southwestern U.S. peddling goods
from a wagon, and on one trip, he ended up
stranded by a snowstorm in Santa Fe. He stayed
and prospered, opening the Big Dry Goods store
on San Francisco Street and ultimately developing
a real estate business with his son-in-law, E. John
Greer. Together they built the Lensic Theater.

Throughout its history, the Greer House served
as a gathering place for New Mexico governors,
legislators, and judges. (The home was even the
setting for the 1942 wedding of Zsa Zsa Gabor
and Conrad Hilton, the hotel magnate and former
Republican legislator who originally hailed from
Socorro.) In its next chapter as Think New Mexico's
headquarters, the tradition of policymakers and
state leaders meeting in the Greer House will
continue.

Greer House in 2023. Photo by Kristina G. Fisher.

Think New Mexico's purchase of the Greer House
is fully funded, primarily by three sources. First, an
anonymous donor, who was inspired by the re-
sults that Think New Mexico has achieved, con-
tributed $1 million. Second, Think New Mexico
raised $900,000 from the sale of a six-acre par-
cel of land in Taos that was gifted to the organ-
ization several years ago. Finally, the remaining
funds will be generated by leasing the extra offices
in the Greer House that Think New Mexico is not
currently occupying.

Think New Mexico's purchase of the Greer House
came after an extensive search and consideration
of 21 different properties in the South Capitol
area. The Greer House met the three essential cri-
teria Think New Mexico was seeking in a perma-
nent headquarters. First, it has close proximity
to the Roundhouse, which facilitates Think New
Mexico's regular meetings with policymakers.
Second, the Greer family has taken extraordinary
care of the property over the last century, partic-
ularly Nathan Salmon's great-grandson Freddie
Soldow, who has cared for it for the last 23 years,
so that it is in move-in condition. Finally, the
Greer House is large enough to allow Think New
Mexico to grow our staff over time and magnify
our impact for New Mexicans.
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PROGRESS ON RETHINKING PUBLIC EDUCATION IN NEW MEXICO

In 2022, Think New Mexico launched our most ambitious policy initiative to date: a
ten-point plan with 30 separate legislative recommendations for improving New
Mexico's public schools. During the 2023 legislative session, we made progress on
several of those initiatives, including increasing learning time for students by the
equivalent of 27 extra days a year for elementary school students and 10 extra days
for middle and high school students, as well as securing funding for higher principal

salaries and for teacher residencies, paid year-long experiences in which a new teacher teaches

alongside a veteran one. Other reforms, including upgrading the training of school board members,

reducing class sizes, and revamping the state's colleges of education, didn't make it to the finish line

this session, but we will continue our efforts to enact these reforms.

" CoOMMUNICATOR

Janunry 13, 2021

Think NM’s education agenda

By Tom MeDonalkd
Crazette Moo Services

SAMTA BOSA, MM,
With an upeoming legishtive
session around the comer,
[ thought I°d check m with
my Epvorite thank ek, Think
Miew Mexico, about s plans
for this vear's Foundhouse
T

In case youn"re nol Gomileer
with this group, Think New
Mexpco 5 o nonprofit and
nopartisan think tank hat
CRMNINCS IS50Cs Impacting
Mew Mexicans lives, then
pushes for specific legisla-
o b0 ackdress nagpng prob-
berms, Sarmples of i sucasss-
s thirough the years abouind:
takng and keeping the stake's
sabes tax off Food, redsrecting
stabe lottery revenues inbo
college scholarships, beat-
ing back predatory kending
prochices, making full-time
kindergarten acosisible 1o
all, refiorming the state Public
Regulation Commission,
and repeabing ihe state’s tax
on Social Socunty for low-
and middle-income Mew
Mexicans

Inother words, Thank Mew
Mexion pets things done, And
this year, when state gov-
cmmend is flush with a 53.6

ballion surplus and cvervons
will be clamoning for a bigger
paoce of the pee, Think WMMs
brainiacs are kecping their
Focuss on reforming the state’s
systermof public cducation —
on, more spectically, pushimg
incasures that “have been
prorve to mone the nocdle for
student outcomes, sud Frod
Mathan, exective dEector

They're poing o push for
cight picees of legislason, se

= Oiptimiiae mme for icach-
g and learmng by mereas-
ing msnocieon e froem o
least M howers i 1140 howrs
for all public school stadents
“Wiith the leaming koss from
the pamdenic, thas is more ur-
gent than ever,” Mathan sad
= Establish a recuming fund
io suestain and expamd ieacher
resadencics, which :i:..]u:m g
to b the maost cffoctnee way
to i up the 100 or 50
e beschers being hired i
Mogw Miexico each year,

= Improve prancipals’ pay
and training. “Good prin-
cipals are the second most
irmporiant school-hased fac-
tor for student success, after
ood teachers, vl many
arc paid kss than their most
expenenced teachers, and
sy ane pad less than cen-

sl office sdministratons,”
Mpthan soad

= Create a “rigorous
and relevant”™ hagh school
curmcalum by revamping
high school graduation
requirements (o include
Nimancial ||11.:r.:|i:3.'_ far-
cign language and career
and techmecal cducation,
= Foquire schoal board mem-
bers 1o step dovwn if they are
clected s anather office or
if they engage in mepotism,
o well as full disclosure of
their campaign contrnbu-
gions, amd increase raming
requirgmends for the job
aml moving school board
members’ compensation
{rowm per digms, whach are
easenbially reirburscrments,
b0 stipenis of 52,5000 for the
smadler distncts and 55 (040
in the larger ones, “More
than (% of school board
FaeCs WOt Imﬂlﬂﬂ:hh.‘d. 4] 1]
the last two election cy-
cles” Matham snid, “We feel
a modest salary may en-
courxge more folks to nn ™
s Dverhaul the gnte's col-
leges of cducation o ar-
trnct more poople nte the
teaching profession, with
evidence-based curricula,
dimcet classroom cxpencenoes

and Fourth-vesr residencice
» Reform student assess-
menis with smaller iesis at
thc beginning, middle and
end of the vear, o provide
quicker data for teachers and
parents and a bctier mea-
SLT i.'ll. a HI,HI:HIIK H‘nml‘h
= And bast but cemtamby not
the least: moving more
dollars inte the classroom.
Thank MM 15 advocating for
begislation “wo direct the PED
(Pubhc Educaton Depart-
et nod b approve school
district budgets if they gros
cemir] admimasiraive al a
fasicr rate than spending a
school sites,” Mathan sad.

The handwringing over
Bow Miexico s dismal results
m public educaton has been
goang on a5 Far back as | can
remember (1 came to this
stale 18 years fgoe) It"s heen
ajpolatical football, a partisan
blame game of sorts, even
though bath polineal panies
are oo blame.

Maybe Think MNew Mex-
o can parse thaough the po-
htical postenmg and convinee
bBrwmrakers 10 addness some
of the core isswes holding ws
back. Thiey e done it betore,
and they can do it again,
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Getting K-12 on track

Much of Think New Mexicos roadmap for education worth exploring

Onee upon a time, Mississippl competsd with MNew
Meocleo for a title nobody wants — worst education sys-
temn in the conmiry.

Bagt Missizsippd jurmgped from 4%th in the nation for
fourth-grade reading in 2013 to 25th in 2009, In foarth-
grade math. Mississippl students rose firom 50th (o 23rd.
Education officials attribute the Mississippi “miracle™
toa variety of reforms that should serve as o bluesprin
for New Mexico's mich-nieeded turnaroand,

The National Assessment of Educational Progross,
known as the “Nation's Report Card,” kssued resulis

tions 1o elassrooms. To provide a relevant and rigorogs
curriculum that includes financial Ideracy and civics.
To replicate successfinl eharter schools and shutter fail-
ing ones. To keep class sizes and sehoals small and even
break up large districts. To set teachers and principals
up for success with improved colleges of education,
on-the-job fraining and mentoring, and quality, vetted
eontinning education. And fo honor our great teachers
with:a master-teacher level that has them iraining new
tenchers, and principals by treating them as the CEOs
they are and paying them cnough to make all the addi-

last month that show New Mexico is still mired at the  tional responsibilities woeth it.
hottorn — four long years after the ) Think Mew Mexico's report provides
landmark Yazzie/Mertinez lawsuit The 10-point plan  common-sense, evidence-based best

found the siate wasn't meeting its con-
stitutional obligation to provide at-risk

® COplimize lime lor taaching ard

practices that should help policymak.
ers find areas of agresment and start-

children with the programs and ser- ™78 ing points for reforms.
vices necessary to learn and thrive. In '“P’““m“‘: Tops on Think New Mexico's 11st is
fourth- and eighth-grade reading and = Revamp the colloges improving "tirme on task,” or oplimizing
math, N.M. students came in just about  ®ducation tirme for teaching and learning — some-
dead last in proficiency oot of the over 8 Enhance prinsipal pay and thing lawmakers and the Public Educa:
50 states and jurisdictions that wepe  traRing tion Department have been reluctant to
sampled by NAEP = Upgrade school board quatity  mandate. It's high time they did so.
It's not due to lack of attention — of e Aight-size 1o smaller detricts, The think tank recommenis increas-
money. Lawmakers to Gov.  schools and classes ing the minimum instructional time

Mictwlle Lujan Grisham's call for an

INCFEAsing  charter schooks
spenyding from $2.75 billion in 2015 to §3.8

w Mpmize the benalits of

B Prowvide rederant and figoois

for all students o 1,170 total hours,
which would amount to elementary,
mildidle and high school students all

hillion kn 2022 — significantly boosting  ciericuls having the same 6% hours of school
feacher pay in the process. And voters :wm“m per day. Carrently, first through sixth
last week approved a constitutionnl  .cecamans graders are required to go to school for

amendment that would increase the
annual distributions from the Land
Grant Permanent Furnd to6.25% for edu-
cational purposes. Recent projections
have the additional 1.25% providing an
extra £ million for public schools.

On top of that, lawmakers next ses-
sion will have an estimated $2.5 billion in “new™ rev-
enues to appropriate — not fo mention $1530 million
earmarked for extendisd learming in 2021-22 that went
unspent and reverted to the state’s general land.

Iy othser words, there's no shortage of money 1o fund
changes that nesd to be made. But there's o difference
bedween blindly throwing ssoney at a problem and mak
ing strateghc investments in proven methods to better
sthdent performance. New Mexioo has yet fo invest in,
and require participation in, targeted reforms that have
measyrable outores,

Ente Think Mew Moo, a nonpartisan Santa Fe
based think tank. Last month it izsued a 50-page policy
repart, “A Roadmap for Rethinking Public Edueation in
New Mexico” that provides concrete steps — 30 begisla-
tive proposals — Mew Mexico policymakets can take
io facilitate a miracke of our own, bring the state into
compliance on Yazzie Martinez, and most importanily,
finally deliver the educatbon sur children deserve,

Among the proposals are recommendations to
inereass learning time — and bo ensure it truly is in-
class time, To ahift dollars from boated administra-

for redanmd

® Repurposs siste dollars 1o pay

Read the fapor! onding
A ifrknawmacog. g
aciucanion-raform/

5% hoarrs per day, and seventh through
12th graders for #x,

As phvocates of more learning thne,
wi urge lawmakers to exclude home
visits, parent-teacher conferencis,
professional development amd early
release from instructional tme and
incentivize school districts fo mbopt a balanced calen-
dar b Feduce summer liarnbng loss.

Some of Think Mew Mexico's proposals are a heavier
lift than others. Breaking up APS into several smaller
districts, for example, would need vober approval and
som assurances newly deawn districts would have
equitable tax bases and 2 balanced mix of high- and
Jow-performing schools, But among the 30 proposals
are many that merit serious discussion and consider-
articon. In addition to the aforementioned, there's replac-
ing year-end testing with shorter interim tests that
promote student learning and requiring school board
members to resign when they run for anather elected
filTiee and make those whe vislate anti-nepotism laws
Eorfeit their seats.

pew Mexico has the funding for these reforms; the
guestion now is does it have the political will? After years
of ranking at the bottom of education lists, and four years
after the court rubed our H-12 systen ks unacceptable, it
i tirme to change the resailts and change the narrative.

We need to pot started. If Mississippl can do it. so
CAan we,



Friday, Feb. 3, 2023

Turn the tide for NM students
with more time for learning

by Mandi Torrez

This year marks the 40th anni-
versary of a report by the Natbonal
Commission on Excellence in Ed-
ucation, titled “A Nation at Risk,
which described America’s public
education system as suflfering from
a “rising tide of medioenty” and
documented that students were
falling belind ather nations. In
four decades, we have not tummed
the tide.

Oine major recommendation in
the report was to significantly in-
crease learning time, In Think New
Mexieo's 3022 roadmap of educn-
thom reforms, we cited more recent
studies showing :impm'l.ll:f] acaclemn-
e outeanies with increased learm-
ing thme. A study from soonemists
at Stanford and the University of
Pernsylvania found that p longer
schonl vear showed an “extremely
robust” association with higher
student achievenvenl. Out of 21
characteristics studied, extemded
learning time had the greatest im-
pact. Likewise, wlen MNew Mexioo
il emented K-3 |.|-1|.|= 1 200 At
high-poverty elementary schools,
students who attended more days
seored B percent higher in math
ared 11 percent higher in I'I.'.'I.llli]ls.

We applasd Gow, Michelle Lajan
Grisham for her support of extend-
ed learning time .1.1::1 cormnsened
legislators for proposing twe bills
that, while they differ in details,
both increase learming e (o

1,140 howre, or 150 more hours for
elementary students and 60 more

for middle and high schools, (Cuar-
reftly, those numbers are 990 amd
1,080, respectivel)

“As an educator, it was
heartbreaking to inform
parents how far behind
their child had fallen. In
my last classroom, seven
of my 21 third-graders

struggled to read basic

words. We didn't have a
reading interventionist,
small-group tutoring or

adequate time to plan for
so many varied student
needs. We all needed
more time and support.”

The primary arguments agiinat
the h-i!ll.;1 are that more time cowld
lead b student and teacher burn-
out and that other s-?]w-r:: ane
equally deserving of fonding. We
support a “complete package” of
I.'I'E?I"II‘E mving through the ses-
sion, including improved teacher
and principal training and smaller
class sipes, These all have a direct
impact on whal we can achieve in
OUF ClRSSMHTIS.

As an educator, it was heart-
breaking to inform parents how far
behind their child had fallen. In
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my Inst classroam, seven of my 21
third-graders struggled to read ba-
sic words, We didn't have a reading
interventionist, small-groap tutar-
ing oF adeguate time te plan for so
minny varied sudent needs. We all
needed more time and support.

In-sehool tutoring is & great
way b e additional time wise-
by, Many students can't stay after
school because of trnnsportation
fzsnes por can many wtilize online

ams because they don't have
sdequate infernet acoess. Another
way to implement extended time
is to provide in-school enrichment
in everything from the arts and
STEM to cultural activities im-
portant to communities. Enriching
gctivities that motivate students to
bearn ean level the playing field for
those who aren’t getting enrich-
mient owtside of schoal. There also
would e more time for meeting
stuidents’ social il emotional
necds, o growing COnceTn Ao
paremnts and educators il.]ll‘l.ll:'._ .

Optimizing time for JI:’EIEIII:ILF iza
proven reform and was identified
a5 & step the state should take to
meet obligations of a 2018 district
court ruling that stated that our
cducation systerm hiad violatied
students constitutional right toan
adiequate education.

By embracing transformative
ideas, we can create a rising tide
af excellence that our students
deserve. Ensuring that we have
time to meet all of their needs isa
foundational first step.



In the 2023 legislative session, Think New Mexico drafted Senate Bill 438 to rein in the excessive growth

of school district central administrative spending. When that bill unfortunately got hung up in committee,

we pivoted to focus on a major factor driving the rapid growth of administrative costs: the steady increase

in the number of reports that school districts must submit to the state, which now total 244 per year! We

successfully passed bipartisan legislation to create a process to identify and eliminate duplicative and

nonessential reports, with a goal of reducing school district reporting requirements by at least 25%.

DALY &' l'IM ES e

Wednesday, March 1, 2023

Spend money where it counts

by Kristina Fisher

During this vear’s legislative ses-
sion, Mew Mexico lawmakers are
considering major investments in
education reforms designed to im-
prove student outeomes, incduding
increasing learning time, reducing
class size, Erlhl.m:hﬁ teacher train-
ing and raising pay and benefits
for teachers, principals and other
educational staff.

Hiorwewer, unbess we nlso reform
the way school drl:'lﬂu:hldrte their

of those additional
tﬁbmﬂhrmw:bnﬂ'm teachers
and students in the classrooms.

Apcording to & 2020 analysis by
the Legislative Finance Committes
(LFC), the budget arm of the leg-
islatwre, hetween 2007 and 2019
school district central and general
administration grew by 55 percent,
while spending on instraction and
student support by just 19 to
20 percent. In other words, spend-
ing on school district administra-
tion grew nearly three times faster
than dassroom spending,

Classroom ing inclwdes
instruction, edwecational supplics
and student support: the teachers,

ﬁnc‘ilpzln, educational assistants,
ﬁhm counselors, secial work-
ers, schiool psychologicts, nurses
and coaches who impact the lives
of students every day. Every dallar
going to administrators in the
school distriet’s central office isn't
going to them.

Teachers have spoken out about
howw they need more people in
schiools to support students: read-
ing coaches, tutors, intensive inter-
ventonists and other frontline staff
whao can help students make up
the learning loss expericnoed
during the lnst several years. Those

are the sorts of investments in
classroom spending that can move
the needle for student outeomes,
Senate Bill 438 proposes to
deliver more of the state’s budget
to high-value vestments at the
schyool sites rather than to ad-
ministrative overhead. The bill is
s |r_l.' Senk. (rearge Munos
{D-Gallup}, Chair of Senate Fi-
AAnce; E'r].:l.:l Mamond (K-Ele-
phant Batte), a former seheol board
miember who also serves on the
Senate Finance Committes; Leo
Jurnmilla (I-Espafiola); and Siah

“Senate Bill 438
to deliver more
of the state's budget to
high-value investments
at the school sites rather
than to administrative
overhead.”

Correa Hemphi]l{D—SiJ’-’crEﬁiﬁ. n
st gsycholngm_ Tt was -
ed by Think New Mexico, based

on recommendations in our 2022
report, A Roadmap for Rethinking
Public Education in Hll.:w ]_'-{c]:;:im.'

5B 438 b limut. the
growth nfmm}mpﬂ?ﬂji:u-in central
administrative spending to no fast-
er than the overall growth in the
slate edwcation bodget. This means
that if the legislature appropriates
funding for a 7 percent increase in
total state K-12 education spemd-
ing, a school district would not be
permitted to grow its central and

eneral pdministrative spending
aster than 7 percent.
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The: limitation on the growth of
addministrative spending proposed in
SB 438 would only apply to school
districts larger than 2,000 shudents,
That is because spending in small-
erd.isuictnmdst;{'htlumm: T
volatile; for example, hiring » single
admimistrator i o digteet of 2 few
hundred students might reselt in

administrative spending

yenr. While only 28 of Mew Mexdoos
£ school districts enroll more than
2,000 students, 85 percent of New
Mexico students are enralled in
thiose districts.

In addition, becanse some of the

wth in administrative spending
f;'bde-n driven by an increase
in state reporting requirements,
SE 438 creates a process to iden-
tify and eliminate nonessential,
redundant and unnecessanly
burdensome state reports, It sets
out a goal of reducing the number
of state peporting requirenients im-
posed on school districts by at least
15 percent, eonsistent with the
target set by Gov, Michelle Lujan
Gricham in a 2022 executive order.

As Gow, Lujan Grisham told the
Albusquerque Journal in a 2018
interview, “The administrative
overhead in our schools is outra-
E:u:nus. [Changing that is] going to

hard. Everyone is going to fight
it. ... But if they think I'm not tak-
ing on this fight, they don't know
wﬁn [ ar. We're taking it on. You
have to, Its sutmageous.”

If you share our support for this
important reform, we encourage
you to visit Think Mew Mexicos
website at thinknewmexico.ong,
where you can easily contact the
governor and your legislators and
urge them to cnact Senate Bill 438,
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Better School Board Practices
[.ead to Better Schools

By Fred Mathan
Executive Direcior of Think Mew Mexicn

School boards are an often-un-
dervalued picce of the puzzle n
improving New Mexico's public
schools. They play a entically
important rele m sciting the tone,
culture, and expectations for the
schools they oversee,

Last year, Think Mew Mexico
pubhished arepont tiled: A Roadmap
fior Rethinking Public Educatson m
New Mexico, which proposed a
sweeping 10-point plan with 30
separate legislative recommenda-
oS 1o |m|:m:ru: the performance
of Mew Mexico's public schools.
One of those planks highlighted
research demonstrating that local
schionl boards can positively mpact
the leamimg environmient whion they
arc focuscd on clevating student
achacvement.

House Bill 325 15 based on the
proposals in our report, 1t is spen-
sorgd by Rep. Natalie Figueroa
{D-Albugquerque), a high school
tcacher, and Rep. Gl Armstrong
(R-Magdalena), a former school
board member.

The bill aims to strengthen school
boards by enhancing their raiming,
increasing their accountability to
the public, and adding ransparen-
ey 1o school board elections and
meCtings,

Cummently, school board members
are only required 1o receive five
hours of traiming per vear, focused
primanily on the basic legal aspects
of the board role. House Bill 325
would enhance that tramming to
include public school finance and
budgeting: the role of local school

boards in mnproving student aca
demic performance; and best prac-
tices for working effectively with
their superiniendent.

Mew Mexico's school supenn-
tendents tend to have a short tenure,
averging less than two years. This
instability makes it difficult for dis-
s 1o st an acadenic visson and
fillow it through. One reason cited
by supernmtendents for keaving their
positions is kack of support from
their school boards, which could
be irmprovied if board members had
better training about bow 1o suppon
and supervise their supenngendents.

Similarly, school boards colleg-
tvely spend more than 54 ballion
of stafe taxpaver dollars anmeally,
and they would benefit from mone
traiming i how 1o understand and
evaluate school district budgets,

The core duty of a school board
i fo fioster am environment focused
on student success. In North Dako-
ta, school boards receive tangeted
training each year duning which they
set academic goals for their distmcts
and ane taught how to support and
evaluate progress toward that goal.
This sort of waining helps ensure
that student outcomes remain at
the conter of a school board's de-
liberations.

Along with enhanced traiming,
House Bill 325 would increase the
sccountability of school boards by
requining that members step down
ifthey violate the law agamst nepo-
tism, New Mexico is one of just 13
states with no penalty for nepotism
b school board members. {Bocause
some very small communites have
a limited population from which 1o
hire ermplovess, the bill allows dis-
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iricts under 300 sfudents o apply for
awaiver from the Pubbe Educatnon
Dicpartment if 3 family mermber of
a school board member i the only
qualificd applicant for a job.)

House Bill 325 would increase the
tmrsparency of school board elec-
tions by requinng all school board
candidates 1o disclose their cam-
paign contmbutions. Under current
lavar, only school districes with more
than 12,060 students have 1o make
these disclosunes; that is just four of
the state’s 89 school dismcts. The
public has a nght to know who 15
influencing school beard elections,

HEBE 325 would also increase
transparcncy by requining that
school board mectings be webcast
and the recordings posted publicly,
This would make it easicr for fam-
ilies to participate m school board
mectings withowt having v dave
long distances cach way, a5 many
currendly do in rural commaunings,
More public input ulomately leads
1o better decisions.

Along with Think Mew Mex-
ico, HB 325 is supported by the
American Federation of Teachers,
Commeon Cause MNew Mexico, the
Leaguse of Women Voters, the Great-
er Albugquerque Chamber of Come
moree, the MNew Messco Chamber
of Commerce and reform-minded
schood board members from across
the stage.

I you share our suppon for these
reforms, we encourage you o visit
Think Mew Mexico's website at
www thinknewmexicoonz, whiere
viou can easily contact the governor
and your legiskators and urge them
1o cnact House Bill 325,
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didates for local school boards to

disclose their campaign donors is

being touted as a way to reduce cor-
ruption — and that's true,

If voters know who is funding campaigms,
they will sit up and take notice when donor
X receives the plum T-shirt contract to pro-
vide practice jerseys for the basketball team.
Transparency supports good government.

But in these days, when national groups
are infiltrating local school board elections,
there is another and more immediate reason
to want to know who is funding candidates.

Acroas the nation, groups such as Moms
for Liberty and the 1776 Project are putting
dollars and volunteer efforts into taking
over school boards. In the Movember
election, about half of the 270 candidates
endorsed by Moms for Liberty won, with
a third of the 177% group's choboes winning,
And these groups, many made up of far-
right Chiristian nationalists, aren’t going
anywhere. Moms for Liberty, in fact, has
operated in Albuguerque.

In & state like New Mexics, with lax
reporting requirements in school board
contests, a well-fimded group conceivably
coutld come In and finance winners, with
vaters in the dark about candidates’ true
miotivation. That often doesa’t surface until
after board members are swormn in

Such concerns are not the primary rea-
son why nonprofit Think MNew Mexico has
focused efforts this legislative session on
reforms to school board operations. But the
role of dark money is something to keep in
mind during discussions on school board
EOVEITEANCE.

House Bill 325 would increase the train-
ing, acoountability and transparency of local
school boards. If enacted, the legislation
would enhance school board members'
training — both traditional public and char-
ter boards — to focus on how they can help
improve academic performance and sup-
port a superintendent. Meetings would have
io be webcast and archived, too, improving
transparency and allowing citizens to see
how the boards operate.

An essential component of the legislation
would take effect before elections by requir-
ing all school board candidates to disclose
campaign contributions. Currently, only

those school board members in districts
Earger than 120040 students must be trans-
parent. That's only a handful of the 5% dis-
tricts in Mew Mexico; Santa Fe just dipped
below that number, meaning the vast major-
ity of school board candidates can keep the
source of donations confidential,

The legislation also would require school
board members who vielate prohibitions
against nepotism to step down, Only the
smallest districts, with enroliments under
500 students, could apply for a waiver from
nepotism mles for gqualified candidates.

The legislation, introduced by Reps.
Matalie Figueroa, D-Albugquerque, and Gail
Armstrong. R-Magdalena, will receive its
first hearing Saturday in the House Govern-
ment, Elections and Indian Affaies Comrnit-
b,

School board elections too often iy below
the radar. They are bow-turmoud ebections
with far too many citizens simply kgnor-
ing them. With elections for New Mexico
schoo] boards mow moved to Movember,
urnout is improving, but more people
showing up to vote isn't necessarily better
unless they are paying altention,

Enowing which interests ane funding can-
didates is an important piece of information
in deciding a vote, School board elections
are nonpartisan, whether held in blue Santa
Fe or deep-red Clovis. That doesn't mean
candidates don't run to put in place certain
agendas,

Those can be benign = save art and
music offerings for all children. They can
b more controversial — bring in a new
athletic director o oversee sparts, Of, as
is happening in other parts of the country,
school board candidates can mun to take
over schools with an extremist agenda in
roind, Even such white supremacist groups
a5 the Proud Boys have focused on school
boards in recent monthe,

The more voters know about candidates,
thiz bess likely 1t is our schools will become
another place to fight culiure wars, This
reform legislation will improve how school
boards operate with improved training and
fransparency requirements. On top of that,
transparency before an election will make
sure candidates for school board are run-
ning with the best interests of children —
not their donors — in mind

11 Think New Mexico



When a bill was introduced that would have watered down New Mexico's high school graduation require-
ments, our Education Reform Director Mandi Torrez rallied eight of her fellow Teachers of the Year to join
her in publishing an opinion editorial in newspapers across the state expressing their concerns that the bill
would lower expectations for students. When the governor vetoed the bill, her veto message echoed the
concerns expressed in that editorial. We plan to work with key stakeholders to ensure that New Mexico's
graduation requirements will successfully prepare students for college and career.

Rio Rancuo OBSERVER

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2022

Lowering expectations shuts doors to opportunity

BY NEW MEXIC0 TEACHERS
OF THE YEAR

Thousands af students have requires skills in technology The majority of Mew Mexicans,
pazsad through the doors of and communication that our T9% fin foect, beliove we should
our colbective classrooms, Wi studenis cannot learn in core reqiine a class in financial
have supported and challemnged subjects, Mot only do we need literacy, and we think this is
them to realize their potential, Mew Mescleans for plumbing, non-negotiable. Yet, under HE
and we have calebrated and electricity and our ofl amd 126, many students may no lon-
cried with them along the way. gas industry, but CTE also ger even have access to it as an
Wi tell you this because, as onoHnpasses communications, eleetihve
Mew Mexbeo Teachers of the health care and, especially At this point, we should stop
Year, not only do we know e important to us, classes that an ask why ok public edica-
education issues ln our state, guidi students into the teach- tion system exists, As leachors,
but we also know our Kids — ing profession. We currently we see it a5 opening doors to
and we have worked tirelesshy have shortages in heakth care selfactualization. Asa nation,
to clear paths for their success, and education that affect our we say i is about epening doors

Sowe take it personally eostive stite, for college and career. The
when lower expectations creats Meanwhile, the nombeers tell proposed requirements in HB
a barrier {0 our ¢fforts, This is a CTE suceess story. The US 126 would in fact close doors by
why we are desply troubiled by Department of Labor reporied not adequately preparing all
progosed begislation that would New Mexico students who take students for any futire of their
water down high school grsdh- two credits withina CTE path: choosing.
ation requirements, We believe way graduate ot rates above Many colleges require (wo
that Houge Bill 126 takes usin o0%. Our statewide sverage is language credits. Ecomomic
the wrong direction for many T%. Bo why abandon CTE development requires job can-
reasons, but most of all because in proposed graduation didates with specialized skill
if sends a message that we don't requirements? sets, Overcoming e state’s
believe in our stisdents. There It also seems counter produc- generational poverty requires
are no paths to success from tive to remove world language community leaders who can
thera, requirements when, accord- address income and wealth

HE 136 lowers the nanmbser ing 1o the American Coundil gaps that affect 5o much of our
of required credits from 24 to on the Teaching of Foreign student pogulation.
21 [t removes the nsiiiremsent Languapes, nine out of 10 1.5, In order to help every student
that schoals offer Minameial i pmployers rely on employess see o world full of possibility,
eracy asan ekctive. I would no who have language skills we first have to clear the paths.
lomger require students to take other than English. We tell you this because as
a class in career and technical Students have also told their aducators. we have a front-row
education (CTE) or a language own story, The Gates Founda- seat to our students’ Hves and
other than English. tion asked dropouts natiormwide what they need to succeed. And

This legislation would make why they decided to leave the as educators, we tel] you this
Mew Mexico's high school system. The top reasons includ- hecause we know that limit-
diploma even less relevant for e a lack of challenge and a ing opportunity and lwering
the u_-ﬂﬂd Iribm \:.'I‘uch Wi A lack of rebevamoe, What oould expectations is never the right
sending our children. be more relevant than know- AnEwer,

Every diy we move further ing how to handle your money?
into a globial economy that

Think New Mexico 12
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Did lawmakers improve
New Mexico’s schools?

BY MATT GRUBS

New Mexicans used to seeing news about the state’s
struggling schools don’t have to wake up to the
same headlines.

So believed a think tank in Santa Fe when its policy
pros dug into the state’s perennially last-place
school system. Think New Mexico had successfully
championed pre-kindergarten expansion—an ap-
proach that had become the darling of education
reformers — and last year decided to find a way to
continue the heavy lift from the bottom of the
national education rankings.

To do so, it looked to a former cellar-dwelling state:
Mississippi.

“The first thing is that they had a plan. And it’s easy
to get lost when you don’t have a map,” said Think
New Mexico Director Fred Nathan. The Gulf Coast
state found that the simple act of having a plan
made the likelihood of its success far more likely.
It’s now solidly middle of the pack among states.

From Mississippi’s map, Think New Mexico crafted
ten of its own key mileposts and set to work lob-
bying legislators to take a look at the plan and
start on the journey.

The ideas—things like growing its own teachers...
—fared relatively well in the 60-day legislative ses-
sion that ended Saturday. Key to the whole thing,
Nathan said, is the state’s ability to shift its educa-
tion spending habits.

“Historically we’ve grown central administrative
spending faster than classroom spending, and in
New Mexico we need to reverse that because we
want to get the money to where the actual learning
and teaching takes place,” he said.

Some of the changes adopted by lawmakers and
likely to be signed by the governor include some-
what counterintuitive measures like paying princi-
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pals more to keep them in the same school. That
move tends to improve training for teachers and in
turn improve their retention rates, too, Nathan
explained. Other changes like giving students more
classroom time seem straightforward.

At a Thursday bill signing, Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham said the benefit of extra classroom time is
well-documented.

“We know that every study says that more time in
the classroom learning is more successes for all stu-
dents,” she said.

Of course, even a noticeable pay bump for teachers
is no guarantee that they’ll want additional teaching
days eating into precious time off from the grind of
the academic year. Creating smaller classes has been
suggested as a way of improving outcomes, too.

“The debate is if you have smaller classes, then that
in and of itself means you have more class time,”
the governor explained.

Overall, Nathan said lawmakers reacted well to the
first steps of the journey, passing funding measures
that include $15 million for teacher residencies—
sort of apprenticeships for teachers—increasing
pay for principals, [and] reducing the amount of
data that has to be collected and reported to the
state. ...

It’s not a complete fix, but Nathan said it doesn’t
have to be: “It took Mississippi 12 years to get off
the bottom and get more toward the middle, so
we’re looking at this as sort of a five- to 10-year
plan.”
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ENDING PREDATORY LENDING IN NEW MEXICO

The new law that Think New Mexico championed to reduce the maximum annual interest
rate on small loans from 175 % to 36 % took effect on January 1, 2023. As the era of triple-
digit interest rates came to an end, access to affordable credit options expanded, as the
article below describes. To spread the word about the many credit and non-credit fi-
nancial resources available to low-income New Mexicans, Think New Mexico's Associate

Director Kristina Fisher collaborated with other members of the New Mexicans for Fair Lending Coalition
to develop and distribute a detailed resource guide, which is available on our website.

BUSINESS QUTLGOK
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Big banks filling state’s small lending gap

-opmiget & 20273 b Joumal

BY ALAIMNA MEMNCINOER
JOIPRAL STAFE WRITER

i House Bill 132
passed the Mew Mexico
Legislature last vear,
sobne predictesd the end

of small loans in the state, The
law, which went imbo effect Jan
1, 3023, impacted high-interest
lenders by eapping seall loan
pvlerest rates at 38%, down frnom
a whopping 175%, Opponents of
the cap predicted that so-called
payday lenders would flee the
siate, leaving Mew Mexicans with
no apportunity 1o take oot small
personal laans for ursoopected

EXPeTEaes.

However, thres major banks in
ihe state have seemingly flked
i the gap left by payday benders,
Wirlls Fargo, Bank of América
and 1.5, Bank, which represent
mobe than 100 bank branches
in the state, now all offer koans
wrder 1000 that folkew the new
late regulations

“Boot all of them (payday
lenders) have left,” sakd Fred
Mathan, executhve director of
Think Mew Mexico, a think tank
that pdvocated for the 36% cap.
“Soeme of them have adapted, and
sure enoagh, can make money
a4 36%, But we pobnted ol that
the market would correct and
that other banks or other lenders
woubd fill the wold — and that's
exactly what's happened with
Bank of America, Wells Fargo,
and U.5. Bank."

Mationwide, six of the efght
largest banks now offer similar

prodfucis. Pew Charitable Trets
reported that just five vears ago,
ni» Large banks affered small
loans af this type. In recent
Yiirs, hoasinver, mone and mare
stafes have been capping interesd
rates At 36% — and more and
more banks are offering small
personal lsans,

Alex Horowltz, a consumer
finance pesearcher at Pew, said
im Mayy 2022 regulators at the
Federil Besseve the Federal
Deeposit Inssrance Corp., and
the Odfice of the Comptraller of
Currency issued guklance to
banks around the couniry abea
miaking small lsans, which opened
ihe Deodpstes for i offorings.

Bt theere’s siome fine print. It may
ot be as simple as walliing into a
bank and walling out with a lboan,
especinlly for people who aren’t
already customers of one of the three
banks.

*They can't get these loans,”
Horowitz aadd. “Thise are only for
the banks cutlomers”

Ko Rancho resident and Southwest
Prililic Policy Institwte precidest
Fatrick Brenmer attempied to
apply for all thres loans at Bank of
Americh, UGS, Bank and Wells Fargo
withowt having a previous acconnt
with the banks, Despite opening
checking sccounts with all three
banks and depositing funds in them,
Brenner's applications wene danbisd
b bath Bank of America and U5
Bank and he was unabde to apphy for
& loan bess than $3,000 at Wells Fargo,

All three of the banks only offer
loans to current customers, and
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redquibee a certaln nelationship length
with the bank. Horowitz =aid that's
becawse banks offering small lnans
base ellgibility on thele relationship
with the bank, rather than credis
SCOTE

“Instead of relying ona credit
report and credit score, the banks are
relving on account activity and the
relaticnship to determine eligibllb”
Horowhiz eabd. “And that opens
i access o emall koans 1o many
customers, millions of customers,
who woukln't otherwise get acoess.”

Omnly aboud 8% of Americans
are “unbanked”™ and don't have a
checking account. Althoogh they
witld be unable to apply for the loans
offered by Bank of America, Wells
Fargoand 11,5, Bank, unbanked
peophe are also unable (o qualify
for payday loans, which require
chiecking accounts a8 collateral,

Mot all banks and eredit unkons
ofTier thess loans, &0 Some clishosners
are barred from applying for them
— at least for now. As more banks
and credit unions start offering
sinall personal loans, Horowiie eabd,
more Americans will be able to
access loans on demand. Customers
can generally apply for these loans
online and recedve funds almos
immediately, Hopowitz said, which
keeps costs bow for consumers due to
the “negliglble™ lahor needs.

“The apglication prooess [ quicker
than any payday loan,” Horowitz
.The bank can largely
pmdﬂerﬂme i the cusiomer i
eligibde, and only show them the loan
if they e edigible.”

Credit unfons around the state also

afliEr small ks to thidr clisbomers.,
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Predatory lending ending in New Mexico

BY KRISTINA G. FISHER, ASSOCIATE
DIRECTOR FOR THINK NEW MEXICO

n.Jan. 1, 2023, we

prarkoed the end of fousr

decades of predatory

bending in Mew Mexica

thanks to a new law
that reduces the maximum
annual interest rate on small
loans from 175%, one of the
highest rates allowed anywhers
in the nation, to 36%.

As Think New Mexico
explained in our 2020 policy
report making a case for this
reform, the 6% interest rate
cap is actually a return toa
highly ffective congimer
protection law that was in effect
from the mid-1950s through the
carly-1980s,

In the 1950s, the Mew Mex-
ico legislature and governor
capped the annual interest
rates of lsans at no more than
36%. This law prodected con
sumers while still allowing
plenty of aceess to credit. Un
fortunately, in 1983, in response
to federal interest rates {hat
spiked as high as 20%, the leg-
islature and governor repealed
the stabe™s interest rabe cap.

Even at the time, there were
those who raised concerns
about what unlimited intenest
rates would mean for New Mex-
icans. Then Representative Ted
Asbury spoke in opposition to
repealing the 38% interest rate
cap: “I wonder if the long-term
effect isn't going to be disas-
irous.”™

Unfortunately, it was. After
few Mexico's interest rate
cap law was repealed, preda-

tory lenders flooded into New
Mexico, In 1952, there were 23
storefront lenders in our state;
by 2020, {here were 561, one for
avery 3819 Mew Mexicans. By
comnparison, there isa Me-
Diomald’s for every 23,298 New
Mexicans,

These lender: were conceEn-
trated around low-income com-
munities and communities of
color, with 60% located within
10 miles of Mative lands, accord-
ing to research by the Center on
Law and Poverty. Meanwhile,
nearly nine out of 10 predatary
lemders were headguarbered
asditzide of Mew Mexico, mean-
ing that they drained scarce
dollars out of the pockets of
low-income New Mexicans and
sent those profits out of state,

a form of reverse cconomic
development.

The tide began to turn in 2006
when the 1S, Department of
Defense recognized that pred-
atory lending was impacting
national security because so
many members of the military
were becoming trapped in
high-interest loans. o, Con-
Eress passed the bipartisan
Military Lending Act, cap-
ping the annual interest rates
of loans to military service
members and thekr familbes at
36%. This federal Lnw profecbed
over 17,00 act ive duty, national
guard, and reserve members in
Mew Mexico

States began to fiollow sui,

enacting their own 36% interest
rate caps, As they did so, they
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demonstrated the effectiveness
of this reform: people in states
with reasonable interest rate
caps saved millions of dollars
in interest and fees while main-
taining aceess to credit through
avariety of more affordable
options, such as nonprofit
credit unions - of which Mew
Mexico has 40 with around 150
locations across the state - and
responsible small lenders that
offer loans at 36% or less.
During the H2E legislative
apasion, Think Mew Mexico
swccessfully championed the
passage of the 36% interest rate
cap in parinership with the
other members of the BMew Mex-
brans for Falir Lending Coali-
tion, including MM Native Yote,

the Mew Mexico Credit Union
Association, the Center on Law
and Poverty, and Prosperity
Works, among others.

Mow, this coalition is work-
ing to spread the word aboat
resources available to Mew
Mexbeans who nesd help paying
their bills, accessing financial
asalstance, or locating afford-
able leans from responsible
gources like the state’s many
credit unions. & link to the
respurce guide, which includes
a map of eredit union lecations,
can be found on our website at:
https=/"www. thinknewmexico.
orgfend-predatory-lending/.

Mew Mexbtcans deserve access
to fair eredit at reasonable rates.
Thanks to the newly restored
36% cap that is Ainally the law in
Mew Mexico once again.
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posals to bring back the food tax.

PROTECTING NEW MEXICO FAMILIES FROM THE FOOD TAX

Think New Mexico's work on an issue doesn't end the day our legislation is signed into law:
we stay committed over the long term to ensure that the laws we champion are success-
fully implemented, and we defend and build on our successes. The repeal of the food tax
is the ultimate example, as we successfully won passage of the law repealing that regres-
sive tax in 2004, and once again this year we found ourselves pushing back against pro-
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New Mexico policymakers should
take the food tax off the table

Krlitlae Flihad  Associate Director, Thank Mew Mexico

Over the past year, New Mexicans have been hit
hurd by rising food costs. Grocery prices hove risen
by more than 13%, the largest annual increase sinee
1979 accarding te the U.5. Bureau of Labaor Statistics,

Meanwhile, state tax revenues ane reaching record
lewvels due to high il and gas prices and production,
The latest projections anticipate that state govenn-
ment will kave & surplus of $2.45 billlon next year.

With families struggling and siate coffers over-
flowing, it is unbelievable that legislntors would even
consider bringing back the regressive food tax - and
wet, that proposal continues to be a topke of disous-
sion by the Mew Mexico legislature,

As the legislature’s Revenue Stabilization and Tax
Committes met through the summer 1o discuss the
oaitlines of & major tax reform bill, legislators brought
up the focd ta again and again, with some oxpress-
ing regret for the loss of government revenues that
resulted from the repeal of the food ta nearly two
decades ago.

For escamsle, on July 5, Representative Moe Maes-
tas, Chair of the House Commerce and Economie De-
velopment Caommittes, said the state had been “un-
wise" Lo stop taxing food. When the issue of taxing
grocerbes was raised again at the August 1l meeting, a
reporter for the Albuguergue Journal asked House
Taxation and Reverue Committee Chair Christine
Chandler directly whether legislators were consider-
ing including a food tax in their legizlative package
for next sesslon. She responded only that re-impos-
ing the food tax is “not a high priority.”

This would not be the first time thai legiskators
have included the food tax in a so-called “tax reform”
Bill. In fact, many swch bills have been introduced
over the past dozen years, with one making it all the
way to the desk of Governor Richardson, who line-
item veloed the food tax.

The candidates running for governor this year
heave not stated what they would do if the legislature
sont them s “tax reform” hill that incladed the Feod
tax. Likewise, every membser of the state House is up
for election this fall, and many of them have not yet
taken a position on e food tax.

New research underscores why taxing food is such
beael policy. A study published last year by a team of
researchers from the Unbversity of Bentucky, Unlver-
sity of Wisconsin, Duke, and Comell found that in-
creases in fopd taces are closely comelated with in-
creases in food insecurity. A related study also found
that higher food taxes were linked 1o higher rates of
ohesity and diabetes,

The harmful impacts of taxing food may help ox-
plain why legislatures and govermons across the nation
are moving to reduce or repeal them, Only Mississippi
and Alabama still fully tax food at both the state and
local level, Thirty-seven states do not Impess any tax-
o= on the sale of focd, and that number continues 1o

Erow.

Earlber this year, Kansas passed legiskation to phase
out its food tax over the neoa several years, joining Ar-
kansas, which passed a similar low in 2009 Alsa this
year, Oklahoma suspended its focd tax for the next
two years, llinoks suspended its food tax for a year,
and Virginia repealed the state porthon of its food tax,
leaving o local 1% tax by place for now.

Meanwhile, nfter the Utah legislaturne passed o hill
in 2019 that would have raised its food tax from L75%
o 4.85%, lawmakers faced massive public protests
and a petition campaign against the tax hike, The leg-
islature quickly repealed the higher food tax.

Mow Mexieo lnwmakers should learn from thelr eol-
leagues in other states, and the national experts wha
have studied this izsue, and take the foosd tax off the
tahle.
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SOCIAL SECURITY INCOME TAX EXEMPTION TAKES EFFECT

The 2022 tax year marked the first time in four decades that middle and lower-income
seniors in New Mexico were exempt from state taxation on their Social Security income.
Think New Mexico led the effort to repeal this tax, which particularly burdened the 55,000
grandparents who are the primary guardians for their grandchildren. Thanks to the new

law, these New Mexico seniors will have an easier time meeting the financial needs of their
grandchildren without outliving their savings.

Social Security tax exemption

As Mew Mexico seniors file their annual income
tax returns, many may be pleasantly surprised to
discover that they are no longer paying state taxes on
their Soclal Security income,

The 2022 tax vear marks the first time Social Se-
curity income is exempt from New Mexico Income
tax since 1990, when the legislature first began taxing
it. That tax was enacted as a single line on the second
to last page of a long and complex piece of legisla-
tion, It received no public scruting until seniors be-
gan filing their taxes the following year.

Think Neww Mexico unearthed this history in 2019,
when we published a policy report, “Solving the Hid-
den Crisis: Achieving Betirement Security for All New
Mexicans,” which documented the history and im-
pact of New Mexico's tax on Social Security income.
In that report, we recommended that the state repeal
the tax as part of a larger strategy to enhance retire-
ment security for New Mexico seniors.

The reform was urgently needed, as a 2018 UNM
gtudy found that two out of every three private sec-
tors workers in New Mexico have no money saved for
retirement, and will be relying heavily or exclusively
on Social Security. Only 1 states tax Social Security
i Come,

Last year, after a three-year effort, the legislature
passed and the governor signed a law exempting all
lower and middle ingcome seniors — with incomes up
to S100,000 for individuals and 5150000 for couples
— from paying taxes on their Social Security, Prior to
that law, the state taxed the Soecial Security income of
senjors with incomes as low as 528,500,

The MNew Mexico Taxation and Revenue Depart-
ment estimated that approximately 15,000 of the
137,000 New Mexicans who previously paid taxes on
their Social Security income, about B84%, are now
eligible for the exemption. The average New Mexico
senior who is currently paying taxes on their Social
Security is saving approximately 5710 a year as a
result of this reform.
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RECORD FUNDING FOR THE STRATEGIC WATER RESERVE

During the 2023 legislative session, Think New Mexico was part of an extensive coalition
of organizations advocating for a major investment in the Strategic Water Reserve. The
Strategic Water Reserve is the water management tool that Think New Mexico conceived
and successfully championed to keep our rivers running and thereby reduce conflicts over
endangered species and interstate river compacts. This tool should see a big boost in effec-

tiveness as the legislature and governor appropriated a total of $7.625 million for the Strategic Water

Reserve, the largest single investment that it has received since it was established nearly two decades ago.

Rio Grande Sierran

Odtober /Hevember /December 2022

Keep

Reserve flowing

By Kristina G. Fisher, Associate Director Think New Mexico

carly two decades
ago, Think Mew
Mexico ]:lm[‘hc‘:-.'itd
the creation of
a Seraregic Warer Reserve, a
pool of publicly held instream
water righis dedicared o
kecping Mew Mexico's rivers
fiowing to meet the needs of
endangered species and fulfill
our water-delivery obligations
o ather states,

Legislation creating the
Strategic Warer Reserve
was endcted with Iiip.lrliﬂn
support in 2005, In the years
since, it has been used vo lease
and purchase several thousand
acre-feet of water, primarily
along the Rio Grande and
Pecos rivers to benefit specics
like the Pecos Bluntnose
Shiner and the Rio Grande
Sibvery Minnow.

Wlose |:n|.|:|11|}'. the Jicarilla
Apache Mation |1-.|.r||:|1.'|.'-|:~|:|
wirth the Mature Conservancy
e lease 20,000 acre-tect a
year of the wribe’s water to the
Strategic Warer Reserve. This
water was previously used

to support coal-fred power
production ar the San Juan

Generating Station; now it
will help keep the San Juan
H.I'-'Er Ial:m'il'li:..

However, the San Juan
River lease is |1:|.' Far the |1:gl.‘51
transaction in the Strategic
Warer Reserve's 17-year
history, which highlights
the unformunate fact dhar the
impact of the Straregic Water
Beserve has been far more
limited than we had hoped.

The main obaracle thar has
prevented the Strategic Water
Reserve from achicving its full
potential has been ili:tdcqtl.-'llt
funding,

[n its first few years, the
Straregic Warer Reserve
received abour 35 millian
in legislative appropriations,
enough to pet off o a grmi
TLArT, L|n|:|'|-r|:1:|:ta11.'|.:.". in the
difficulr budger years follow-
ing the economic crash
of 2008, fl.lrl-'jir'lt'; for the
1 rategic Weater Regerve was
seroed our and never fully
“'.'l-"llltll.

.l.l.'rd:ﬁ}k there 15 1.1:|.|_3.' absouse
00,000 in che Strategic
Warer Reserve’s account, far
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oo lirte for it 1o be effective,
cﬂn:i:lrring that the 5an Juan
River lease alone codns afoind
5500, 0k 3 year,

In this time when Mew
Mevico’s rivers are under
increasimg stress due to the
climare crisis, the Strategic
Wharer Reserve is more
impormant than ever. 5o Think
MNew Mexico, along with a
coalition of 2 dozen other
arganizations, including the
Rio Grande Chapter of the
Sierra Club, is Urging the
Legislature and governor 1o
invest $15 million of this
:.-'{'Hr'!. (g = ||Id 524‘5 I:“I!I-'HIl
surplus into the Strategic
Water Reserve.

If you would like to 5-|.'|-t'1i|-l:
up in suppaort al this effor,
W CNODUTAES Yo Er Visat
the Acrion Center on Think
Mew Mexicos websive [wwa
thinknewmexico.ong) where
YO Can CONECT Your |I.'Hl-'-
larors and the governor and
urge them to restore funding
to the Serategic Warter Reserve
and keep more water in New
Mexicos rivers,



2023 LEADERSHIP INTERNS

Think New Mexico's Leadership Internship program aims to men-
tor the next generation of New Mexico leaders. We are excited to
welcome six extraordinary students as our 2023 Leadership Interns.

Elizabeth Farrington grew up in Albuquerque and is a junior at
the University of Southern California where she is majoring in
Political Science. She has served as an AVID tutor in New Mexico
schools and worked on multiple political campaigns in New
Mexico, Colorado, and California, including the successful Stop
the Stadium campaign in Albuquerque.

Jules Hanisee was born and raised in Albuquerque and is now a
junior at Tulane University studying Political Science, French, and
Gender-based Violence. Jules volunteers at polling stations and
voter registration drives, serves on the Tulane student government,
and writes about LGBTQ+ issues for the university newspaper.

Jackie Munro-Vahey is earning her J.D. from the University of
New Mexico School of Law, where she is co-president of the stu-
dent Association of Public Interest Law. Jackie previously worked
in public health and also directed the award-winning documen-
tary film Una Nueva Tierra (A New Land ), tracing the struggles of
three families living on the Pajarito Mesa outside of Albuquerque.

Tanya Ruiz Parra grew up in Santa Fe and is now a junior earn-
ing her B.A. in Political Science at the University of Denver. She
has volunteered with voter mobilization efforts, interned with
the Santa Fe Dreamers Project, and served as a Teaching Fellow
with the Breakthrough program, which helps students from un-
derserved communities prepare for college.

Jesus Eduardo Sanchez grew up in Rio Rancho and is now a sen-
iorat UNM, earning a B.A. and M.A. in Political Science. He pre-
viously served as a senator on the Associated Students at UNM
student government and interned in Representative Melanie
Stansbury's Albuquerque office. Jesus also co-owns and manages

a small business in pond and aquarium maintenance.

Andrew Schumann is New Mexico's 2023 Truman Scholar. He
grew up in Rio Rancho and earned six associate degrees from
Central New Mexico Community College before graduating from
College and Career High School. Andrew is pursuing an M.A. in
History at UNM. He has previously interned with several New
Mexico legislators and Congresswoman Teresa Leger Fernandez.
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Elizabeth Jules
Farrington Hanisee

Jackie Tanya Ruiz
Munro-Vahey Parra
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Jesus Eduardo Andrew
Sanchez Schumann

2022 LEADERSHIP INTERNS
Abigail Goldstein, Malina Brannen
& Alyssa-Noelle Capuano
Salomon Moises Cordova &

Barbara Leppala (not shown)

To learn more about Think
New Mexico’s Leadership
Internship, read bios of past
interns, and find out how to
apply, please visit:

www.thinknewmexico.org.




Board Profile: Phelps Anderson

Phelps Anderson represented southeastern New Mexico for four
terms in the state legislature during two very different time peri-
ods: first from 1977-1981, and then from 2019-2023. During
his recent service, he co-sponsored Think New Mexico's legisla-
tion to end predatory lending and won passage of legislation
improving the solvency of state pensions and repealing the state
tax on military retirement benefits.

Born and raised in Roswell, New Mexico, Phelps earned his B.S. in
Agricultural Economics from New Mexico State University, where
he was a student of future Governor (and Think New Mexico
board member) Garrey Carruthers.

Phelps went on to work in a wide range of businesses, including
manufacturing, banking, the oil and gas industry, managing the
Double Eagle Restaurant in Mesilla, and serving as foreman of the
Diamond A cattle company. He is currently the president of
SunValley Energy Corp. and Rio Magdalena Investments.

Along with his business career, Phelps has an extensive track
record of public service. In the 1980s, he served as Mayordomo
of the Picacho Ditch Association. He chaired the New Mexico
Interstate Stream Commission from 2012-2016, and was a mem-
ber of the State Board of Finance. This year, he was appointed to
the Board of Regents of the New Mexico Military Institute.

Phelps has also served on the boards of many nonprofit organiza-
tions, including the Chaves County Historical Society Foundation
and the Roswell Educational Achievement Foundation. His inde-
pendent perspective is illustrated by the fact that he has been a
member of both the New Mexico Cattle Growers Association and
the New Mexico Nature Conservancy.

When he returned to the New Mexico legislature in 2019, Phelps
quickly earned the respect and admiration of his colleagues from
across the political spectrum. In 2021, Phelps changed his party

registration to independent.

“New Mexico faces complex policy challenges and | am pleased to
be a part of Think New Mexico's efforts to develop and put into
action ideas that will contribute to a better future for our state,”
Phelps says.

Phelps has been married to Ann Stege Anderson since 1974. They
have three grown children and five grandchildren.
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Staff Profile: Mandi J. Torrez

Mandi Torrez grew up in rural southeastern Colorado, not far
from the New Mexico border, and earned a bachelor's degree in
journalism from the University of Colorado, the first in her family

to graduate from college.

She worked in the news industry for eight years as a reporter and
editor in South Carolina, Colorado, and in New Mexico at the
Farmington Daily Times.

After earning a master's degree in elementary and special educa-
tion from Boston's Wheelock College, Mandi started her teaching
career in 2011 with Bernalillo Public Schools. She taught third and
fourth grade, primarily at Placitas Elementary. She also helped

develop district curricula, delivered professional development, and

served as a peer mentor.

In 2019, Mandi was named the Bernalillo Public Schools Teacher
of the Year, recognized for her data driven and culturally respon-
sive instruction. She was named the New Mexico Teacher of the
Year by the Public Education Department (PED) in 2020.

During her year of service as Teacher of the Year, Mandi focused
on elevating the voices of teachers. She started a statewide teacher
newsletter and hosted and produced a podcast to highlight New
Mexico educators. She also organized a statewide virtual Teacher

Town Hall to hear educator concerns during the pandemic.

Mandi served on the PED Reentry Task Force, the PED Strategic
Plan Committee and also was named as a Teach Plus New Mexico
Policy Fellow. Her team successfully advocated for PED to hire a
professional development director.

At the close of 2020, Mandi was hired by the PED as the
agency's Teacher Liaison. In that role, she led teacher leadership
programs, including the State Ambassadors, the Secretary's
Teacher Advisory, and the Teacher Leader Network.

“It is truly a privilege to serve as Think New Mexico's Education
Reform Director,” Mandi says. “Our children — mine and yours
— deserve a better public education system. We can and should
work together to do what is right and just for our students.”

Mandi lives in Rio Rancho with her husband Russell Contreras
and daughters Ava and Elena. She enjoys hiking, traveling, and
helping coach her daughter's softball team.
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Statement of Income and Expenditures Administrative & Fundraising
Expenses as a Percentage of

INCOME Income: 2022
Bequests 57,933
Business Contributions 24,449
Endowment/Interest Income 8,300
Foundation Grants 403,914
Individual Contributions 663,995
Sale of Reports & Online Store Items 482
Total Income $1,159,073

EXPENDITURES

Audit/Accounting 9,087
Benefits: Health, Dental & Disability Insurance 68,068
Benefits: Pension Plan & Fees 34,496
Computer Consulting & Website 5,038
Depreciation 838
Development 6,935
Donated Real Estate Expenses 20,450
Educational Outreach 4,450
Graphic Design 4,344
Insurance 2,791
Internship Pay & Program Expenses 12,682
Investment Management Fees 1,182
Legal Fees 0
Online Vendor Processing Fee 3,219
Payroll Taxes 30,644
Postage 19,880
Printing & Bulk Copying 69,072
Reconciliation Discrepancy 709
Rent/Utilities Expense 40,031
Salaries 394,366
Security/Janitorial 1,047
Stewardship/Board Expenses 364
Subscriptions 2,567
Supplies 1,740
Telephone & Internet 4,130
Training/Research/Dues 1,266
Travel 0
Total Expenses $739,396
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Year Ended Dec. 31, 2022

Balance Sheet
ASSETS

Cash and Cash Equivalents 365,499
External Endowment Funds 114,783
Operating Endowment 21,231
Udall-Carruthers Endowment 96,619
Grants Receivable 40,464
Investments 2,164,968
Land held for sale 840,000
Prepaid Expenses 48,866
Property and Equipment * 1,670

Total Assets $3,694,100

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable

Total Liabilities

NET ASSETS

Without donor restrictions 3,464,845
With donor restrictions 210,268

Total Net Assets $3,675,113

Total Liabilities
and Net Assets $3,694,098

* Net of Accumulated Depreciation.

Source for pages 22-23: Financial State-
ments for the year ended December 31, 2022.
Independent auditors: Taylor, Roth &
Company.

IMAGE: Photograph by Russell Lee taken in
1940 of recess time at a grade school in Hobbs,
New Mexico. Courtesy Library of Congress
Farm Security Administration collection,
#LC-USF34-035843-D.
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FOUNDATION PARTNERS

Albuquerque Community Foundation
Jonathan & Kathleen Altman Foundation
Amazon Smile Foundation
Anchorum St. Vincent
Azalea Fund
Barker Welfare Foundation
Big Wave Dave's Infinite Gift List
Bingaman Foundation
Brindle Foundation
Brindle Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Cabin Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Candelaria Fund
Chamisa Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Chase Foundation
Con Alma Health Foundation
Delle Foundation
Effective Families Fund of the
Albuquerque Community Foundation
Elizabeth Hinds Memorial Endowment of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Ernst Foundation
Eye Associates Gerald & Alice Rubin
Memorial Foundation Fund
Cecilia Lipton Farris & Victor W. Farris
Foundation Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Foster Foundation Inc.
Foundation for Sustainable Living
Frost Foundation
Gift4Giving Program
Hanna and Matthew Foundation
Harbor Oaks Foundation
John H. Hart Foundation
Hunt Family Foundation
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(JANUARY 1, 2022—-MAY 1, 2023)

Infinite Gesture Fund of the
Albuquerque Community Foundation
Robert T. Keeler Foundation
KG Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Laurel Fund of the New Mexico Foundation
Liberty Ranch Infinite Possibilities Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Louise Arnold Maddux
Environmental Foundation
Michael & Alice Kuhn Foundation
Moon Mountain Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Thomas R. Nickoloff Family Foundation
Nusenda Foundation
Pond Bay Charitable Gift Fund
S.B. Foundation
Sandia Foundation
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Scandia Foundation
Second Anonymous Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Simon Charitable Foundation
SLF Foundation
Solis-Cohen Spigel Family Fund
Special Relativity Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Carl & Marilynn Thoma Foundation
Thornburg Foundation
Edith M. Timken Family Foundation
Toan-O'Brien Foundation
The Dwight & Carolyn Tope Fund
US Eagle Foundation

Doris Goodwin Walbridge Foundation, Inc.
Esther & Morton Wohlgemuth Foundation
Wolf Run Foundation




Individual Social Investors (JANUARY 1, 2022-MAY 1, 2023)

Anonymous (14)
Thomas & Carol Aageson
Jonathan & Alice Abbott
Paul Abrams
Rebecca Abrams & Nathan Benn
Ann N. Aceves
Carolyn Acree
Richard M. Adam
Jan & Rick Adesso
Anstiss Bowser Agnew
Dr. Mercedes M. Agogino
Omar Ahmed
Pamela Saunders Albin
Joann Albrecht
Anne Albrink
Drs. Joe Alcorn &

Sylvia Wittels
Johnnie R. Aldrich, PhD
Christian L. Alexander
Mark & Martha Alexander

Catherine A. Allen
Garrett and Emily Allen
Elizabeth Allred

Linda & Carl Alongi
Arthur Alpert

Jonathan Altman
Victoria Amada

Tim & Lucia Amsden

Bonnie Anderson

Charles & Cheryl Anderson
Dave & Maureen Anderson
Jean Anderson

Judy Anderson

Kristina E. Anderson

Lars Anderson

The Honorable Phelps Anderson
Ralph & Cheri Anderson
Robert Anderson &

Susan Nelson Anderson
Maggie & Christian Andersson
John F. & Marlene Andrews &

Jan Denton
Anthony Anella
The Honorable Clara Apodaca
Theresa Araiza
Lynne E. Arany
Amber Archer
Laurie Archer
Lawrence Archibald &

Laura Chancellor
Patricia & Richard Arens
Susan Arkell
Karyl Ann &

Kenneth Armbruster
Jerry & Lillian Armijo
Roberta Armstrong &

Al Webster
Scott & Barbara Armstrong
Brid Arthur
Meleah Artley
Alan & Monica Arvin
Michael Aster & Roberta Lurie
David & Peggy Ater
Rev. Victor Lee Austin
Gary Axen
Frank Baca
Jacqueline Baca
M. Carlota Baca, PhD

Charity +.
Navigator

+ FOUR-STAR +

—_—

In 2022, Think New Mexico
received the top Four-Star rating
from Charity Navigator.

Drs. Sally Bachofer &
Margaret Vining
Robert "Cid" & Betty Backer
lan & Revee Bailey
Nancy Baker
Russell Baker
Carl & Penny Baldwin
Lee Balick
Tina L. Bandick
Keith Banks
Seth Baranoff
Leslie & Rutgers Barclay
The Honorable Paul Bardacke
Cleon &
Sharon Krallman Barker
Larry Barker
Cris & Marilyn Barnes
Laurie & Thomas Barrow
Dan Barsotti
Sara & Patrick Bauman
Ann & Steve Baumgarn
John O. Baxter
Richard & Kathy Beal
David E. Beavers
Richard & Sue Bechtold

What's a “Social Investor?” We call our contributors “social investors” because we believe that

nonprofits should be evaluated based on the social return they produce each year. For example, Think

New Mexico raised slightly more than $1 million in income in 2021. Our work resulted in a savings to

New Mexicans of $275 million: nearly $100 million from the Social Security tax repeal, and about $175

million from ending predatory lending. This means that every $1 invested in Think New Mexico put $275

back in the pockets of New Mexicans every year. This is a social return on investment of 27,400%.

Featured on these pages are Think New Mexico social investors and friends wearing their Think New Mexico

“thinking caps” around the world. Their names and locations are listed on the back inside cover.




Francoise Becker &
Michael Gzaskow

Steve Becker

Anne E. Beckett

Jim & Yvonne Beckley

Noel & Frances Behne

Rachel Belash & Robert Burman

Letty Belin

Jennifer Bell

Dr. Natalie Beller

Michael Beltran

Emily Rembe Benak &
Mark Benak

Jo Ann Benenati

Raphiel & Karen Benjamin

Mary Ann Bennett

Jody Benson

Reed Benson

Sonya Berg

Diane Alongi Berger

Jean & John Berghoff

Lucinda & Robert Berglund

Charlie Bergman

William & Nancy Bergner
Bo Bergstrom

Budd Berkman

Jean & John Berndt

Joel & Gail Bernstein
Charles G. Berry

Lee & Sandy Berry

Karen & Stephen Bershad
George & Joyce Berzins
Dr. Lynn Bickley

Paul & Ellen Biderman
John & Sarah Bienvenu
Reed & Rosalind Bienvenu
Michael P. & Elizabeth Biernoff
Stan & Sandra Bies

The Honorable Jeff &

Honorable Anne Bingaman
The Honorable John F. &

Marlene Bingaman
George & Jane Bingham
Susan Binneweg
Kay Bird
Brian Birk
David Birnbaum &

Terri Blackman
Amanda Bissell &

John Paul Bradley
Oscar & Nora Bizzozero
Billie Blair & Gene Weisfeld
Drs. Kathleen Blake &

Bob Ballance
Suzy Blanchet
Sandi Blanton & Billy Brown
Bronnie & Alan Blaugrund
Frank Blechman
Barbara Blind
Philip & Elizabeth Block
Tom Blog
John P. Bloom
Ron & Barbara Bloomberg
Stuart M. Bluestone
Marsha C. Bol & Michael Katz
Ann Boland
Deborah & Elizabeth Boldt
Bruce & Cynthia Bolene
John Bollweg
Judy Bonnell

Angela Schackel Bordegaray
Christine Boss
Richard & Gloria Bosson
James J. Bostrom
Bill Bottorf
Candace M. Boulay
David & Dr. Erin Bouquin
Julia B. Bowdich & John A. Carey
Dr. Jeffrey Bowers
Marilyn L. Bowman
James N. Bradbury, PhD
LeAnn & Brad Bradbury Sr.
Brenda Brand
James & Claire Brandenburg
Adele Breech
David Breecker
Elizabeth Bremner & Karen Crow
Mary & Curtiss Brennan
Nodiah Brent
Jane Brickner
Nancy Brinegar
Patrick F. Brinkley
Lisa Bronowicz
Valerie Brooker & Melvin Duncan
Oneida Brooks &

Bradley Gummersall
David Brookshire
Murray & Cindy Brott
Candace Brower & Gerald Kiuttu
Chris & Georgia Brown
Diane Brown
The Honorable Doug &

Sarah Brown
Edward R. Brown
Hamilton Brown &

Martha Worthington
Kenneth Brown &

Elizabeth Sanjuan
Dr. Michael F. Brown
Dr. Susanne Brown
Ada Browne
Frances Browne
David Bruner
Ted Buchanan & Sally Corning
Lynne Loucks Buchen
Kate Buckley & Steven Dichter
Nancy & Larry Buechley

“Think New Mexico is the most innovative nonprofit I've encountered in New Mexico. You grasp the big

picture but you also attend to the details. Your team deserves kudos for your accomplishments. Keep up

the good work!” LAURA RIEDEL, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO, MAY 13, 2023
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Individual Social Investors Provided Most of Think New Mexico's 2022 Revenues

35% FOUNDATIONS

2% BUSINESSES

63% INDIVIDUALS

Katherine Buhl
Scott Bunton
Chuck & Cheri Burch
Nancy M. Burgas
Dr. Kathleen Burke
Earl F. Burkholder
Caroline Burnett, PhD
Dwight Burney &
Gwenn Robinson
Daniel & Amanda Burns
Martha Burns
Anne W. & Jack Burton
Jay Bush & Peggy Rudberg
Phillip A. & Jenny Butz
Elliott Byall, PhD
Joan Bybee & Ira Jaffe
Helen B. Cahn
Barbara Calef
Marynell Callahan-Hirsch
The Honorable Chris &
Carol Calvert
Carol & James Campbell
David & Shelly Campbell
Susan & Christopher Campbell
Beth Cantrell
Eleanor Caponigro
Geetika & Arvind Caprihan
Nicholas & Catherine Carlozzi
Betsy Carlson
Robert C. Carroll & Leslie Lawner
The Honorable Garrey &
Kathy Carruthers
Courtney & Linnea Carswell
Josh & Cristy Carswell
Ann & Mark Carter

Pat & Joseph Casadone
George & Kathy Cassell
Renee Castagnola
Fletcher & Diane Catron
Julia D. Catron &

David Andersson
Ronald W. Cavill
Mary Catherine Cernicek
Charlene Cerny &

Joseph Chipman
Barbara Chamberlin
David D. Chamberlin
Honey & Peter Chapin
Katherin & David Chase
Geeta Chaturvedi
Chris Chavez
Michael Chesley
Dr. Lance & Kathy Chilton
Tom & Judy Christopher
Paul & Julie Chynoweth
Tom & Sylvia Claffey
Jean Clark
Jeff Clark
William Clark
Elizabeth R. Clearwater
Marc Cleaver
Margaret Keith & Curtis Clemson
F. T. Cloak Jr.
Peter Clout
Mary & William Clyde
Tim & Monica Coder
Robert T. Coffland & Ellen Moore
Eve Cohen
George M. Cohen & Linda Dickson
Joseph & Ronnie Cohen
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Jen Cole & Bill Maguire
Karyn Kluz Cole

Dennis G. Collins

Roberta Colton

Dinsdale Compton

John Connell

Richard Connor

Patricia & Edwin Conway
John & The Honorable Bekki Cook
Michael D. Cook

Michelle & Bill Coons

Ron Cooper

Mark Corey

Celia Cortez & Craig Murray
Ken & Nancy Costello

Tess Costello

Bruce H. Cottrell

David & Maria Cowley
Deborah K. & Gordon Cox
Godfrey Crane &

Johanna Binneweg
Deena & Travis Crawley
Anna L. Creamer
Peggy Creelman
Jennie & Michael Crews
Edward Crocker & Ann Lockhart
Judith Crocker
Philip Crump
Gregory & Jennifer Cunningham
Robert Cunningham
Joan Curtiss
Margo Cutler
Mary L. Daggett
Nancy Dahl
Ben Daitz & Mary Lance



Alice & Houston Davis

Dorothy B. Davis

Jordan P. Davis

Owanda Davis

Suzanne & Robert Davis

Nancy Day

Susan & Conrad De Jong

Charles De Saillan

Lori De Santis

Bryson Dean

Annie Dear

William DeBuys

Porter Dees

Dale Dekker

Drs. Amanda Deligtisch &
Sean Mazer

Beverly A. Denney

Allegra & Jim Derryberry

Constance Deschamps

Nancy Desiderio & Michael Sloane

John Dessauer

Ronald & Faye Detry

Fran Dever & Dale Belcher

Dr. Neal & Paula Devitt

Michael E. Dexter

Edward DiBello

Nancy G. Dickenson

Christine & Joe DiGregorio

Mary Ann Dix

Elizabeth Doak & Kathryn Braziel

Paula Sass Donnelly

Carl & Joanne Donsbach

Dr. Cornelius Dooley &
Susanne Hoffman-Dooley

David & Deborah Douglas

John & Theresa Dowling

George Dresden

Willis & Dorothy Duff

Gaylon Duke & Zenia Victor

Jacqueline Duke

George T. Duncan & Sheryl Kelsey

hristopher & Kit Eide Azevedo
Nancy Eisenberg
Abram & Yolanda Eisenstein
Bobbie Elliott
Kathleen & Stephen Elliott
Kirk & Sheila Ellis
Dr. Maya Elrick
Mary & Peter Elson
Barbara & Don Elwell Jr.
Patricia M. Emerson
Dr. Don Emery
Emily & Lars Engel
Jane Engel
Richard & Pamela Engstrom
Ed Epping & Peggy Diggs
Anthony J. Esposito &

Asia Negron-Esposito
Pamela Etre-Perez
Ellen & David Evans
Paul L. Evans
Robert & Molly Evetts
Frankie & David Ewing
Eugene & Joan Farnum
Dr. Halley Faust & Eve Cohen
Vincent & Elizabeth Faust
Dr. Paul Feil
Stephen Feinberg & Susan Foote
Susan Feiner & Peter Whitman
William & Margaret Feldman
Ed & Sue Fenimore
Elizabeth Ferguson
Gary & Coleen Ferguson
Karl Ferguson
Kenneth Ferjancic
Franklin M. Fine & Leslee Richards
Thomas & Sylvia Fink
Jennice Fishburn
Jim Fisher
Kristina G. Fisher & Phil Carter
Lisa & Rick Fisher
Sandra Fitzpatrick
Kristina Flanagan
Gordon Flanders

Bruce & Ap
Jeff & Beverley Fornaciari
David & Anne Fox
Richard & Syliva Fox
Wendy Foxworth
Gary Francis
David Franklin & Christa Coggins
Lisa & George Franzen
Dr. Kathryn Fraser
Joyce Freeman
Jennifer French
Lawrence A. & Mary Fricke
Gary &
Noelle Montagu Friedman
Hugh Friedman
J. Roger Friedman
John & Lisa Friedman
Christian Fritz
Stephanie Fuchs & Todd Olmos
Lynne S. Fullerton
Cindi Fuqua
Michael & Nina Furlanetto
Barbara Gabaldon
David Gabel
Stephen G. Gaber
Helen C. Gabriel
Ernie & Carol Jean Gaddis
Dr. Jamie L. Gagan
Jane & Norm Gagne
Suzanne Gagnon
Ed & Maria Gale
Susan Gallaher
Kenneth Gallard
Lorraine Gallard
Gene Gallegos
Mike Gallegos
Al & Nancy Galves

‘Dorothy & George Gamble
~ Alexander Gancarz &

Jonathan Carleton
Betsy Garber




lhri.lT-'nl.-
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F. Chris & Sandy Garcia
Manuel Garcia

Art Gardenswartz

Thomas & Marilyn Gardner
Faith Garfield

Amit & Sarita Garg

Lynn Gary

Arthur Norman Gaume
Timothy Gay

Think New Mexico's 1 ,3 7 2 social investors come from

14 9 communities across New Mexico (and beyond!),

including 3 1 out of 3 3 counties.

John Geddie

Ronald Gedrim & Lisa Jacobs
Mariana Griswold Geer

Nancy Moore Gehman

Amy & Philip Geier

Nicholas R. Gentry

James & Denise George
Michael Giannuzzi

Dr. Gary Giblin & Sally Malave
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Sandy & Van Gilbert

Gwen Gilligan

Carl Gilmore

George Ginsberg & Shelly Bailey
Carolina Girimonte

Betsy Glenn

Robert A. Glick & Jacquelyn Helin
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Gold

Philip D. Goldstone & Heidi Hahn



Terry Gomez

Donna Gomien

Frank E. Gonzales

Julia Gonzales

Maria Rosella Gonzales &
Marijo Baca

Richard & Anne Gonzales

Charles & lJillian Goodmacher

David R. Goodrich

Barbara D. Gordon

Dave Gordon & Hannah Turner

Eda Gordon

Peter J. Gould

Ann C. Gowdey & Bruce Backus

Jeanne & George Gozigian

Christopher Graeser &
Alexandra Ladd

Gerry Graff

Erika Graf-Webster

Cameron Graham

Nathaniel Graham

Dr. Dwight Grant &
Dr. Mary Yoder

Tucker Green

Marcia & Paul Greenbaum

Rand & Teresita Greenfield

Requa Tolbert Greer &
George Greer

Margaret Gregory

F. Judith Griego-Ruth &
Robert J. Ruth

Gary & Patricia Griffin

Dr. Robert & Margaret Griffith

Dr. Lauro Guaderrama

Daniel J. & Lynette Guevara

Cheryl Guild

Mary & Allen Gulledge

Miles & Sylvia Gullingsrud

Charles & Betsy Gunter

Rouzi Guo
David Gurule
Kenneth Gustafson
Capt. Bruce A. Gustin IlI
Blaine Gutermuth
Patricia & Ariel Gutierrez
Rick & Cheryl Haaker
Dudley & Beverly Hafner
Gail Haggard
Ernestine & Melvin Hagman
Kimberly Hallatt
Homer & Ruth Hamby
Bud & Valerie Hamilton
James Hammerberg
Marta & Jack Handey
David Hanson
Margaret & Don Hanson
Patrick Hanson & Cecilia Williams
Nancy Harbert
Michael Harbour & Nancy Rutland
Jasper Hardesty
Sophie Hare
James Harrington
Mary & Richard Harris
Susan L. Harris
Wendell & Harriett Harris
Robyn Harrison & Thomas Hyden
Ted Harrison &

Linda Spackman-Harrison
John Hart & Carol Prins
Suzie & Scott Havemann
Anna Jane Hays
Gary & Linda Hays
Michael L. Hays
Marilyn S. Hebert
Julia Hecht, MD
Steven Hecht & Dori Smith
John S. & Susan Heffron
John & Trudy Henderson
Carla Hendrix
James & Jay Galvan Heneghan
Mary Herring
Barry Herskowitz & Colleen Carias
Dr. Phillip A. &

Jeri Berger Hertzman
Tom & Consuelo Hester
Pat Hester & Gene Tatum
Marianne & Dennis Hill
Mildred Hillstrom
Robert Himmerich y Valencia &

Eva Valencia de Himmerich, PhD

Scott Hindman & Meaghan Stern
Lee Ann Hine
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E. Franklin Hirsch & Shirley Melis

Nathan E. Hite

Adelma & Tom Hnasko

Stephen & Jane Hochberg

Gary Hoe

Lynn & Paul Hoffman

Louis & Georgianna Hoffmann

Robert & Evonne Holder

Kevin Holladay & Audrey Walker

David & Liddy Holland

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Hollander

Deborah & David Holloway

Janice Holt

Bernhard E. Holzapfel

Dee Homans

Robert L. Homer

Susan Homer

Janice Honeycutt Hering &
Jim Hering, Jr.

Kevin & Diana Honnell

Dr. Richard Honsinger

Elizabeth Hoobler

Sherry F. Hooper

Robert &

Elizabeth Fishel Houghteling
Jeffrey Howell & Bill Press
Patrick Hubenthal & Nell Farrell
Jack Huberman & Nina Dougherty
Dr. Jim & Mary Herrmann Hughes
Martha E. Hughes
Carolyn W & Clark Hulse
Ann Hume
Michael Hundley
Ted & Georgie Hutton
Louisa Huyge
Charles & Charlene Hyle
Tova Indritz
John Adams Ingram




Berry lves

Peter B. Ives

Dixie & Michael Jackson
Gerald & Donna Jacobi

Joel Jacobsen & Carla Beauchamp
Adelaide Jacobson

Cynthia Jacques

Rhoda & Ralph Janis
Florence Jaramillo

Eric Sedillo Jeffries

Ann & Jim Jenkins

Diane R. & John D. Jennings

The Honorable

Thomas E. Jennings
Jessica Jerome
Tom & Carlyn Jervis
Kathleen Jesse
Don & Pat Jochem
Denise Johnson
Eric Johnson
Mark Johnson
Dr. Michael & Judy Johnson
Drs. Nalo & Jeremy Johnson
Tom Johnson & Dorothy Bracey
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Dr. Sue Johnson & Jim Zabilski
Sandia J. Johnston

Daniel Jones

Jessica Jones

John F. Jones

Keytha & K. Paul Jones

Mark & Lynn Jones

Scott & Sandy Jones

Yale & Shanti Jones

Keith Julian

Hervey Juris & Leslie Nathanson
Dr. Norm Kaczmarek




LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY: JOIN THE TURQUOISE LEGACY CIRCLE

Members of the Turquoise Legacy Circle help sustain our work over the long term by including

Think New Mexico in their estate plans. For more information on making a legacy gift, contact us

at (505)992-1315. We are honored by the generosity of the following members of the Turquoise

Legacy Circle who have let us know that they have included Think New Mexico in their wills or

designated Think New Mexico as the beneficiary of a retirement or other account.

Anonymous (7)

Ann Aceves

The Honorable Paul Bardacke
Laurence Barker

Rob Coffland

John E. Emry*

Ambassador Glenn Ferguson* &
Patricia H. Ferguson*
Harold Folley & Jennie Negin

Donna Gomien
Patricia & Ariel Gutierrez
Ira Jaffe

Sylvia C. Koerber *
Robert & Charlotte Kornstein
Jim Manning
Barbara Mclntyre *
Doris Meyers* & Richard Hertz
Karen & Philip Milstein
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.
Dr. David Neal &
Alice Redmond-Neal
Peter Ossorio
Jan Pylko Mayans

Roberta Cooper Ramo &
Dr. Barry Ramo

Sandra Rasich

George W. Richmond *

Howard Rubin*

Sari Stein

Honorable Bill Tallman

Robert Trapp

David M. Vigil

Honorable Laura Warren *

Shelley C. Waxman*

* deceased

4__

LEGACY DONOR PROFILE: SHELLEY WAXMAN

Shelley Waxman was born in Newark, New Jersey in 1949 and had a successful

career in law and government work, including serving as a Senior Policy Analyst

for the U.S. Treasury Department in its Financial Crimes Enforcement Network

(FinCEN). In that role, she drafted regulations to implement the federal Money

Laundering Act. Along with her government service, Shelley’s life was dedicated

to philanthropy and a love of art. An avid ceramic artist herself, she collected

paintings, sculptures, ceramics, blown glass, jewelry, furniture, and clothing

from the Southwest and around the world. Shelley moved to Santa Fe around

2009. When she passed away in 2022, Shelley left 100% of her estate to local and

national causes that were important to her, including Think New Mexico.

Dr. Norty & Summers Kalishman
Marc W. & Phyllis T.C. Kaplan
Dr. Charles & Sherri Karaian
Anne & Karl Karlstrom

Chet & MaryEllen Karnas

Diane R. Karp, PhD

Paul A. & Marianne Kastler
David & Stephanie Kauffman

David Kaufman &
Elizabeth Jacobson

Jeannie Kaufmann

John & Linda Keck

William & Linda Keener

Tom & Lynda Kellahin

Margaret 1. Keller

Fred & Linda Kellerup

Roderick & Phyllis Kennedy
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Brian Kent

Eslee Kessler

Hope & Thomas Kiah
Joan Kimball

Barbara Kimbell
Karen King

Nancy King, PhD
Donald & Fay Kirby
Ken Kirk



Marjorie Kirkel
Tim Kirkpatrick
Tim Kittleson
Anita & Melvyn Klawsky
Daniel E. Klein & Robbyne Jones
Richard Klein & Claire Zoeller
Dr. Edward & Cynthia Kleiner
Edi & Tom Klingner
Phil Klingner
Lucynthia Lines & Tony Knudsen
Herb & Shelley Koffler
Charles Kohlhaas
Philip Kolman
Paul W. & Roberta Kolp, PhD
Mari & Peter Kooi
Charlotte & Bob Kornstein
Rebecca Koskela
Ruth & Dr. Paul Kovnat
Debra Krikorian
Nandini & Woody Kuehn
Alice Kuhn
Gayle A. Kuldell
Patricia & Rob Kurz
Dr. Alice Kahn Ladas
Robert & Ginger Lagasse
Leslie Lakind
Donald & Jean Lamm
Mike Langner
Gail Langsner
Susan J. Larson
Kathy & Tres Latimer
Peter Lattimore
Kevin LaVine &
Dennis DeVanney
Dr. Elizabeth Lawrence &
Andrew Montgomery
Cynthia & David Lawrence-Dever
A.C. Lawson & Lea Bradovich
Kakkadasam Laxminarayan &
Sudha Narayan
Sol Lederman
Dr. Rebecca Lee & Dr. Dan Rader
Charles Lehman
Phyllis Lehmberg
Ariel M. & Jack R. Leibowitz, PhD
Barbara Lenssen &
Keith Anderson, PhD
Cynthia Leonard
Jim & Story Leonard
Rebecca Leppala
Honorable Diane LeResche, PhD
Cheri Lerew

Roberta Lerman

Liz & Alan Lerner

llene & Bill Leslie

Jennifer Levi

Jesse Levin & Shane Plossu
Joyce Levine

Annika Levy

Ronald & Eileen Levy

The Honorable James B. Lewis
Marianne R. Lewis

Willard & Kay Lewis
William & Cymantha Liakos
Constance & Dennis Liddy
Mike & Diane Lilley

Lisa Lincoln &

Tom Brimacombe
Catherine & Darryl Lindberg
William Lindenau &

Veronique De Jaegher
Edward Linderman
John & Gerry Lingo
Nate Link
Stephanie & Stuart Lipkowitz
Lucy R. Lippard
Charlotte Lipson
The Honorable Marcy &

Bill Litzenberg
William Loeb
Ruth Lommel
John Lonergan
Doug Lonngren
Marcy Loomis
Conchita L. Lopez
Drs. Alexander & Karen LoRusso
Michael E. Loughrey &

Yvonne Castillo
Paula Lozar
Martha & John Lubell
Phyllis Ludi
Edward Lujan
Frank H. Luna
Dr. Alston C. Lundgren
Peggy Montgomery Lunt &

David Lunt
Peter Lupsha & Ursula Hill
John Lyles & Gretchen Anderson
Linda Lynch, MD
Karyl Lyne
Jessie Macfarland &

Chris Castillo
Steve & Meredith Machen
Geraldine & Allen Macomber
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Rick & Molly Madden

Felix Magowan & Virginia Eaton
Jay Maharath

Kathleen Main

Norman & Lindalee Maisel
Steven G. & Kay A. Maize

Dr. Kathleen Maley &

Stephen Smith
Sherry Malone & David Shavor
Dee Maloof
Tammy Maloof
Sarah Alley Manges
John Mangimeli
Jim and Dana Pope Manning
Mark Mansell
James Mansfield &

F. Joan Mathien
Antonio & Molly Manzanares
Dr. Douglas Mapel
Steven P. Margulin &

Iris Weinstein
Emmalia Mariner
Robert L. Marritz
Jerry Marshak & Signe Bergman
Janet & Geoffrey Marshall
Sherry & Jim Martin
Susan L. Martin
Candace Martinez
Liddie & Rick Martinez
Linda Matteucci
Karen J. Matthews
Eric Maxon &

Marina Efroymson
Jim & Jackie Maxon
Paula Maynes & Jeff McFall
Andrew Mayo
Cavill & Sally Maze
Pamela McBride
Cristina McCandless
Jack & Kathy McCarthy
Mike McDaniel
John McDermott
Kevin McDonald
Tom McDonald
Linda McDowell
Ingmarie & Tim McElvain
John McEnaney
Mike McGeary
Thomas McGill
Susan McGrew
Jane & David McGuire
John McKean



Lynn McKeever, JD
Jean B. McKinney
Bruce McKinney
Dorothy McKissick &

Donald Brannan
Don &

Sharon Ettinger McLaughlin
George & Tiia McLaughlin
Margaret McLean & Bill Moon
Mary Lynn & Vic McNallie
Blaire McPherson
Michelle & Don Meaders
Dale & lvan Melada
Michael Melody & Bonnie Binkert
Lynne A. & Steven E. Mendes
Dan Merians & Elizabeth Bradley
Griffin Merians
Katharine E. Merrill
Paula Metzner
Brent & Dawn Meyer
Doris Meyer
Marti Meyerson & Jamie Hooper
Dr. Kathleen M. & John Mezoff
Beverly Michael
J. T. Michelson
Sim Middleton
Heather Z. Miles

Basia Miller
David Miller & Sherry Thompson
Guy Miller
Harry Miller
Jeanette Boo Miller
Louise T. Mills
Esther & Ralph Milnes
Dr. Michael & Betty Milroy
Karen & Philip Milstein
Matthew Mitchell
Peter & Heather Mithoefer
The Honorable Steve Moise
Carol Moldaw
Kate Monahan
Amanda Montgomery &
Richard Von Kaenel
Bonnie Montgomery
Joyce & David Mordhorst
Ann Morgan
Hazel Morgan &
Jerrett Koenigsberg
Iris & Raymond Moro
Deborah Morrell
Shirley E. Morrison
Sana Morrow
Frank L. Moschiano
Philip W. & Suzanne R. Moss
Ed Moulin & Willa Lewis
John Moulton &
Kiva Duckworth-Moulton
Elizabeth Moya
Helen & Timothy Mullane
Ann M. Mumford
Susan Munroe & Terry Smith
Agnes Mura & John Heinritz
Brian H. Murphy
Joan Murphy
Nancy Murphy
Peter Murphy
Philip & Julie Murray
Ronald V. Murray
Joy Myers
Max & Linda Myers
Michael Nadler
The Honorable Judith Nakamura
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

David J. Nathan &
Rebecca L. Chaplan
Gay Nathan
Ruth G. Nathan
Sara Nathan & Joel Kazis
Dr. David Neal &
Alice Redmond-Neal
Sue & Jim Neidhart
Richard & Sharon Kellum Neuman
Aysen New
Charles C. Newman &
Tom Appelquist
Thomas Starr Nichols
Don & Elizabeth Noack
Matthew & Sandra Noe
Bob Nordstrum
Faye & Dr. Chuck North, MD
David & Audrey Northrop
Katie & Jim Norton
Charles & Martha Novak
Nancy E. Oakes
David Oberstein & Sarah Allen
Michael J. O'Connell &
Theresa Taggart
Maggie Odell & Linda Zingle
Rachel O'Keefe & Steven Bohlin
Dr. Rebecca Okun
Porus Olpadwala
Christophe Olson
Lynn & Jim Olson
Elizabeth & Hugh Alan O'Neall
Catherine Oppenheimer
Dylan O'Reilly &
Sara Montgomery
Violet Ortega
Ana Marie Ortiz
Linda Osborne
Jean & Peter Ossorio
Alan T. Ostapack
Doug & Ana Ottersberg
Sean Ottmer
Andy & Chris Otto
Carole Owens
Jo & Tony Paap
George & Elise Packard
Dr. Richard & Jane Padberg
Bill & Claudia Page

“ Congratulations on having acomplished so much! It makes me feel good to contribute to an organi-

zation that is making such a meaningful impact.”

CARA GORDON POTTER, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO, MARCH 22, 2023
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Naomi Paley
James D. Palmer
Tiffany Cox Park & Gihoon Park
Janice Parker
Bill & Lisa Parshall
David Pascale
Fred E. & Laveta Patterson
Anna Mae Patterson
Wyck Pattishall
Daniel & Carol Pava
Patricia Pearce &
Richard A. Nicholas
Liz & Larry Pearsall
Marjorie Pearson
Carolina Peralta
Lynn Perls & Brenda Broussard
Jane Perry
Roger Peterson
William Peterson
Evelyn Petschek
Pat & Michael Pfeifer
Karen Phillips & Kyle Olmon
The Honorable Sam Pick
The Honorable Lynn Pickard
Mandy Pino
Erika Pirotte
Carol & Ray Pittman
Mike & Charlotte Plantz
James & Coreen Plewa
Kelly Pope & David Bulfer
Stephen Pope & Maria Higuera
Kevin Possin & Ann Lavine
Cara Gordon Potter
Earl & Deborah Potter
Ann Powers & Vince Paoletti
Chris Prandoni
Sally Pratt
David Prescott & Patricia Cloud

Larry & Lauren Prescott
Robin C. & Kathy S. Price
Linda Prince
Dan & Judy Prono
Rosario Provenza & Nancy Sutor
Joseph J. & Lynne Ptacek
Lee F. Purcaro
Kip Purcell & Georgia Will
Michael Purdy
Christopher Purvis
Ann Quarles
Dr. Tony Quay
Brigid Quinn
Janice & Michael Quinn
Stacy S. Quinn
Gerald Quintana
Victoria Rabinowe &

Ed Oppenheimer
Mary Radnich
Stormy Ralstin & Brian Desind
Roberta Cooper Ramo &

Dr. Barry Ramo
Marcus Randolph & Lee Caldwell
Melanie & Ed Ranney
Nancy Ranney & David Levi
John Rask, MD
Susan & Harry Read
Roderick Reay
Lois & Bud Redding
Betsy Reed
Charles & Karen Reeder
Ray A. Reeder
Jill Reichman
Rick & Alison Reider
Dr. Robert & Kathleen Reidy
David Reinhardt
Rick & January Reissman
Keith Reiten
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Penny Rembe

Charles & Loretta Reynolds
Judith Ribble

Elizabeth A. Rice

John Rich & Elizabeth Bayne
Laura Riedel

Lee Ann & Rolf Riesen

Jim & Gayle Riggs

Erika Rimson & David Bernstein
Kate Rindy

Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Risser
Mieka Ritsema & Ashok Reddy
Lloyd Rivera

Dr. Margaret E. Roberts
Shelley Roberts & Dewey Moore
Betsy & Steven Robeson
Jacquelyn Robins

Homer Robinson & Lisa Zahren
Douglas Roby

David Rockwell

Larry & Alice Rodgers

Dorothy E. Rodriguez
Kimberley & Matt Rodriguez
Jerry Roehl

Lee Rogaliner & Anne Gifford
Marjorie & Steve Rogers
Elizabeth & James Roghair
Henry Romero

Leo M. & Robin Romero
Vicente Romero

Paul Roop

Jo Marie Rose

Nancy Rose

Stephen Rose & Barbara Zaring
Doris Rosen

Betty Rosenberg

Toby Rosenblatt

Steven Rosenthal



DONATE DIRECTLY FROM AN INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT (IRA)

If you own an Individual Retirement Account and are age 72 or older, you are eligible to receive tax ben-

efits if you transfer up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to Think New Mexico. The transfer will count

toward fulfilling your required minimum distribution from your IRA and will not be considered part of

your gross income for federal tax purposes.

For more information on donating from your IRA, just give us a call at (505) 992-1315 and we'll give

you all the information you need to make the transfer. Then simply contact the financial services com-

pany that serves as your IRA custodian and let them know that you would like to make a Qualified
Charitable Distribution to Think New Mexico from your IRA.

——
*

Gary McCabe Ross, DDS
Jim Ross & Naomi Schmidt
Shelley Rossbach
Trip Rothschild
Kevin Rowe & Irene Vlitos-Rowe
Pam Roy
Randy Royster &
Maria Griego-Raby
Matilda Rubin
Socorro Ruddy
George Ruptier
The Honorable
Christopher Ruszkowski
Paula Sabloff
Francine Salkin &
Jonathan Beamer
Arielle Salmon
Anne Salzmann &
David McDonald
Drs. Patrick J. Samora &
Julie Martinez
John & Marcia Samore
Jay S. Samuels
Al & Mary Anne Sanborn
Rose Marie Sanchez
Gladys Santana

Elizabeth Sarnoff

Dr. Fen & JoAnn Sartorius
Sarah Cady Sartorius

The Satpathi Family

Didier Saumon

Anne Sawyer

David Saylors

William Scarborough

Kathy Sceery

Candace Schau

Alan Schechner

William & Cheryl Scheer

Mary Schipper & Thomas Trigg
Stephanie Schlanger & Randy Bos
Terry Schleder

Nancy Schmierbach

Carl & Carol Schneider

Jon & Claire Schneider

Michael Schneider & Mary Uhl
Sarah Schneider

Robert Schoen

Stuart & Charlotte Schoenmann
Dr. Peter Scholle

Rich Schrader

George Schrank

Merry Schroeder

Mary E. Schruben

Michael Schulz & Marie Maher
Tom Schwab & Pamela Donegan
Nan Schwanfelder

David & Martha Schwartz

Jeff & Verlan Schwehn

Scott Schweighauser & Liz Ellrodt
Thomas B. Seamon

Barry & Susan Secular

Ron & Meryl Segel

Charles A. Seibert 111, Esq.
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Jack & Peggy Seigel

Susan & Richard Seligman

The Honorable Patricio M. &
Eloise Serna

Thomas & Rebecca Shankland

Harry & Payton Shapiro

Leslie Shaw

Dr. Mary Shaw

Allan Shedlin

Patricia Sheely

Jay & Katherine Shelton

Victoria Warner Shepard

Benjamin Shield

Betsy & Tom Shillinglaw

Honorable Amelia Ellen Shippy

David & Patricia Shulman

Joan Sickler & Mike Rosow

Herman Siegelaar &
Cornelia Bryer

Shelley Silverman

Earnestine Simmons

Maggie Simms

David J. & Ann Simon

Dr. Janet Simon

Tom & Susan Simons

Ken & Martha Simonsen

Walt & Beth Simpson

Jen Sincero

Allan Sindelar

Jo Anne H. Singer

Barbara Sinha

Bill & Amy Sisneros

Vivian Skadron

David Skowran

Susan Slade

Steve R. & Martha Ann Sloan

Ginna Sloane



Bruce A. Smith

Donald Smith & Lucy Crane

Dr. Fredrica & Paul Smith

Michael G. Smith

Morgan Smith & Sherry Patten

Kay Snowfleet

Stephen Snyder

Jody Soper & Steve Shaw

Diane Sparago

Sue Spaven

Khalil Spencer & Meena Sachdeva

Bennet Spielvogel

Jacob Spigel

Dr. Jim Spigel & Dinorah Gutierrez

Joseph Spinden

Joyce & Maria Spray

Julia & David Stafford

Thomas Osborne Stair &
Lucy H. Caldwell-Stair

Stanley & Marilyn Stark

Dorothy Starr

Jennifer Starr & Eugene Lesser

Susanne Stauffer

Ann Steadman

John Stearns

Susan Steffy

Sari Stein

Robert & Nicky Steinkamp

Nancy & Jerome Stermer

Aaron Stern

Sharon Stewart

Susan Stickney

Greg Stier

Tiago Stock & Theresa Gheen

Andrew & Katie Stone

Elizabeth Stone

Jan R. Stone

Suzanne Stone

Gary & Donna Storch

Elyzabeth Stow

Kim Straus

Milton Strauss, PhD

Susan Strebe

Cynthia & David Stuart

Laura Stupin

Dr. Rebecca Summer &
Richard Ducotey

Claudette Sutton

Duffy & Jean Ann Swan

Dr. G. V. & Susan Swan

Judith Swayne

Jane Swift

Kim & Bob Swininoga

Stephanie Sydoriak

Susan & Larry Tackman

William Taggart, PhD

Patrick Talou

Penelope Tarasuk

Kathleen A. Tari

Janet Rodney Tarn

Nathaniel Tarn

Ronald Tarrson &
Camille Canzone

Dyanna Taylor

Jan & Kim Taylor

Jeff & Georgann Taylor

Fred & Ann Teitelbaum

Buneesa Terry

John & Gayla Thal

Pat Thalhammer

Corliss Thalley

Carl & Marilynn Thoma

Carroll Thomas

Don Thomas

George Thomas

Mary Thomas

Tom Thomas

Janis Thompson

Joseph & Lois Thompson

Stephen Thompson &
Anne Weaver

Warren & Mikey Thompson
Duane Thornton
Todd Tibbals & Andrea Escher
Enid Tidwell
Maida Tilchen
Suzanne M. Timble
Barrett Toan & Polly O'Brien
Judith Tomasson
Rock Tope
Mandi J. Torrez &

Russell Contreras
Richard & Caroline Tower
Robert B. Trapp &

Belinda Martinez
Michael Treitler
Wenda Trevathan & Gregg Henry
Jorge Tristani
Lynn & Craig Trojahn
Allan Trosclair
Art & Bonnie Truijillo
Tony Trujillo & Ann Saiz-Truijillo
Barbara & Duane Trythall
Todd Tucker
Phyllis Turner
Waldo Turner
Rick Tyner
Sharyn & Kimball Udall
Lynn Umbreit
Sachiko & Anthony Umi
Bert Umland & Gregory Grannan
Adam Usdan & Andrea Pollock
Mary W. Utton
Firoz & Jabeen Vagh
Aldo M. Vaio

“I am delighted to be in your corner because it is THE PLACE to be to make the changes that need to be

made!” ALICE RODGERS, JEMEZ PUEBLO, NEW MEXICO, FEBRUARY 27, 2023
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GET YOUR THINK NEW MEXICO GEAR AT OUR ONLINE STORE

Think New Mexico's online store has something for everyone,

from stickers to tote bags, cell phone cases, notebooks, water

bottles, mugs, t-shirts, hoodies, and more! They make great gifts

and show your support for Think New Mexico. You can find

the store on our website at:

http://www.thinknewmexico.org/online -store

Right: 2019 Leadership Interns model Think New Mexico shirts

Ed & Karen Valentine

Jean & Rich Van Camp

Sharon & Bob Van de Velde
Karen Van de Velde-Kossman &

Rob Kossmann
Bernard &

Josephine Van der Hoeven
Owen & Katherine Van Essen
Deborah & Hubert Van Hecke
Andrew & Heather Van Luchene
Peter & Mary Van Ness
Daulat Vania
Billie Velasco
Mary Pettitt Venable
Joan H. Vernick
The Honorable Dr. Alfredo Vigil
David M. Vigil
Dave & Liz Vlaming
Marilyn Von Reiter
Ron Voorhees
Sara & Dayton Voorhees
Bill Wadt & Ann McLaughlin
Judith Wagner
Wayne Walden
Cheryl Walker
Louhannah Walker
Dr. Edward A. & Cynthia Walpin
Alton Walpole
Anne Watkins & Sterling Grogan
EB & Caroline Watson
Joe & Laura Watt
Gerry Wawrek
Shelley Waxman
The Honorable Alan Webber &

Frances Diemoz
Lori Webster
Linda Weil
Kelly Weiler
Dr. Steven Weiner

David Weir

Rosa Weiss

Kappy Wells

Ssu Weng & Peter Pesic
H. Nicole &

James A. Werkmeister
Helen Wertheim
Liz Wertheim
Bill Wesbrooks
Jerry West
Bruce Weydemeyer &

Charlotte J. Kinney
Sydney Weydemeyer
The Honorable Michael &

Kyle Wheeler
Charles & Linda White
Dr. Harvey J. White
Jennifer & Charles White
Philip L. White
Robert C. White &

Pamela Gravagne
Rollin & Dr. Cheryl Whitman
The Honorable Bret Wier
Michael Wiese &

Margaret Hennessey
William H. & Janislee Wiese
Betty V. Wilde
William Wiley &

Dianne Chalmers-Wiley
Ronald Wilkins
Dr. Nathan Williams
Susan Williams
T. J. Williams Jr.

Aletta Wilson

Ellee Wilson

Franklin E. Wilson

John & Carolyn Wilson

Susan Wilson

Stephen Wiman & Benita Vassallo
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Nancy J. & Ronald C. Winger
Mark Winne
Rachel Winston
Arnold & Virginia Wise
Gerald Wise & Rebecca Phillips
Jane Wishner &
Dr. Robert Rosenberg
Bill & Joan Witkin
David Witt
Judith L. Witten
Nancy J. & Ronald C. Witter
Sally Witters
Karen Wohlgemuth
Barak Wolff & Leah Popp
Guy & Marcia Wood
The Honorable Richard &
Debbie Woodbury
Carla & Jim Wright
Sheldon & Sharon Wright
Jerold & Joyce Wulf
Peter Wurzburger
Susan & Katy Yanda &
Chris Norris
Fay Yao
The Honorable Hess Yntema &
Patricia Contreras Yntema
Glenn Yocum & Emelie Olson
John Yoeckel
Daniel & Carmen Yohalem
Ellen Roberts Young
Julia L. Young
Richard Yzenbaard
Giacomo Zafarano
Dean Zantow
Ernest Zapata Jr.
Drs. Kezhuang Zhao & Yan Yang
Charles & Alice Zlatkoff
Arpad Zolyomi



Gifts in Memory of:

ABIGAIL ADLER

Paul Abrams

Moon Mountain Fund of the
Santa Fe Community
Foundation

Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

MIKE BAR
Donna Gomien

ELEANOR BRENNER
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

JAMES DUNCAN, SR.
James H. Duncan, Jr.

FRANK GONZALES
The Staff of Think New Mexico

GILBERT & ELSIE GOMEZ
Terry Gomez

SANDY GOTTESMAN
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

BARBARA E. HOLZAPEFEL
Bernhard E. Holzapfel

MICHAEL KUHN
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

LAURENCE ERICKSON LOUCKS
Lynne Loucks Buchen

EDWINA H. MILNER
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

DEENAZ OLPADWALA
Kenneth Brown &
Elizabeth Sanjuan

Geetika & Arvind Caprihan

Geeta Chaturvedi
Rhoda & Ralph Janis

Marc W. & Phyllis T.C. Kaplan
Kakkadasam Laxminarayan &

Sudha Narayan
Oxbow Village Book Club
Firoz & Jabeen Vagh
Daulat Vania

JAMES A. PARKER
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

ROGER PEARSON
Marjorie Pearson

DR. PATRICK QUINN
Stacy S. Quinn

HOWARD RUBIN
Matilda Rubin

TOM UNTERBERG
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

Gifts in Honor of:

PAUL BARDACKE

Scott & Barbara Armstrong

Mike Daly

NOTAH BEGAY Il
Michael Nadler

RICHARD J. DALY
Mike Daly

T
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NANCY G. DICKENSON
Lorraine Gallard

KRISTINA G. FISHER

Lisa & Rick Fisher

Stephanie Schlanger & Randy Bos
Rosa Weiss

MARY FREDERICK
Billie Blair & Gene Weisfeld

JERI HERTZMAN
Leslie Shaw

DR. KEITH JULIAN
Michael Nadler

FRED NATHAN, JR
Scott & Barbara Armstrong
Lynn Gary

In-Kind Donors:

Peter Ellzey

Stephen Gaber

Mike's Moving Co.

Arlyn Nathan

Jonas Skardis

Alex Candelaria Sedillos
Taurus Group, LLC

Jennifer and Anthony Trujillo




Bank of Albuquerque

Barker Properties

Bellas Artes

Bueno Foods

Bunny Terry Real Estate, LLC
Cid's Food Market, Inc.
Citizens Bank of Clovis
Cliff's Amusement Park
Connor Strategy Group, LLC
Dekker/Perich/Sabatini

Enterprise Bank a

Harry's Roadhouse

-

Marsh & McLenna

Miller Stratvert P.A.
Mountainair Films
PassByte

The Placitas Group LLC
Rancheros De Santa Fe, Inc.
The Range

Rex Goes Racing

State Employees Credit Union
TechPaladin Printing
Twenty-First Strategies LLC




Join Us!

We hope you'll consider joining the more than a thousand New Mexicans
listed on the previous pages by becoming a supporter of Think New
Mexico. There are many ways to do so, including mailing a check in the
enclosed yellow envelope, donating online, becoming a monthly con-
tributor, donating a vehicle, and including a bequest to Think New
Mexico in your estate planning. Visit our website to learn more.

Organization Information

Think New Mexico began its operations on January 1, 1999. Itis a tax-
exempt organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code. In order to maintain its independence, Think New Mexico does not
accept government funding. Contributions from individuals, businesses,
and foundations are welcomed, encouraged, and tax-deductible.

"Thinking Cap" Photos

PAGE 25: Leadership Intern Malina Brannen at Pululahua Volcano in
Ecuador

PAGE 26: Nancy & Larry Buechley at Zion National Park

PAGE 30: Sara-Jane Hines, age 6, getting ready for a hike;

Dennis Fazio at La Montanita Coop in Albuquerque
PAGE 34: Witkin Nathan in Santa Fe, New Mexico
PAGE 36: Martha Ann Sloan at Yellowstone National Park

PAGE 37: Jane McGuire with friends from college, to whom she gifted

Think New Mexico hats during their reunion in Santa Fe
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photographs that appear in this annual report. Permission to reprint
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by Kristina G. Fisher of locations throughout New Mexico.



NEVER DOUBT

THAT A SMALL GROUP
OF THOUGHTFUL,

COMMITTED

CITIZENS
CAN CHANGE

THE WORLD.
INDEED, IT IS

THE ONLY THING THAT

EVER HAS.

aaaaaaaaaaa

THINK NEW MEXICO HAS MOVED!'!
Please note our new permanent address: 505 Don Gaspar Santa Fe, NM 87505



