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About the Cover

The cover features Think New Mexico policy reports that resulted in
some of our most impactful legislative victories over the past 25 years.

About Think New Mexico Design:

Think New Mexico is a results-oriented think tank whose mission is to Kristina G. Fisher

improve the lives of all New Mexicans, especially those who lack a :
Design Consultant:

strong voice in the political process. We fulfill this mission by educating
Arlyn Nathan

the public, the media, and policymakers about some of the most seri-

ous challenges facing New Mexico and by developing and advocating Production Manager:
for enduring, effective, evidence-based solutions. Susan Martin

Our approach is to perform and publish sound, nonpartisan, independent Pre-Press:

research. Unlike many think tanks, Think New Mexico does not subscribe Peter Ellzey

to any particularideology. Instead, because New Mexico is at or near the :
. : : : Logo Design:
bottom of so many national rankings, our focus is on promoting work-

Miriam Hill
able solutions that will lift all New Mexicans up.
. : : . . Maps:
Consistent with our nonpartisan approach, Think New Mexico's board :
Omar Solis

is composed of Democrats, Independents, and Republicans. They are
statesmen and stateswomen who have no agenda other than to help
New Mexico succeed. They are also the brain trust of this think tank.

Think New Mexico began its operations on January 1, 1999. Itis a tax-
exempt organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code. In order to maintain its independence, Think New Mexico does not
accept government funding. Contributions from individuals, businesses,
and foundations are encouraged, appreciated, and tax- deductible.
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Think New Mexico's Results

As a results-oriented think tank serving New Mexicans, Think New

Mexico measures its success based on changes in law or policy we
help to achieve and that improve the lives of all New Mexicans.

Our results include:

Making full-day kindergarten accessible to every child in New
Mexico

Repealing the state's regressive tax on food and successfully
defeating attempts to reimpose it

Creating a Strategic Water Reserve to protect and restore New
Mexico's rivers

Establishing New Mexico's first state-supported Individual De-
velopment Accounts to alleviate the state's persistent poverty

Redirecting millions of dollars a year out of the state lottery's
excessive operating costs and into college scholarships

Reforming title insurance to reduce closing costs for homebuyers
and homeowners who refinance their mortgages

Streamlining and professionalizing the state Public Regulation
Commission

Creating a one-stop online portal for all business fees and filings

Establishing a user-friendly health care transparency website
where New Mexicans can find the cost and quality of common
medical procedures at any hospital in the state

Enacting the Work and Save Act to make state-sponsored In-
dividual Retirement Accounts accessible to New Mexicans who
lack access to retirement savings through their jobs

Making the state's infrastructure spending transparent by reveal-
ing the legislative sponsors of every capital project

Adding financial literacy to the state's education standards

Ending predatory lending by reducing the maximum annual
interest rate on small loans from 175% to 36%

Repealing the tax on Social Security for middle and lower income
New Mexicans
Enhancing the training and transparency of local school boards
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Think New Mexico's Board of Directors

Phelps Anderson served four terms in the New Mexico House,
1977-1980 and 2019-2022. A businessman from Roswell, Phelps
has worked in industries ranging from ranching to restaurant man-
agement, and he is the president of SunValley Energy Corp. Phelps
chaired the Interstate Stream Commission and serves on the board
of regents of the New Mexico Military Institute.

Clara Apodaca, a native of Las Cruces, was First Lady of New
Mexico from 1975 -1979. She served as New Mexico's Secretary
of Cultural Affairs under Governors Toney Anaya and Garrey
Carruthers and as senior advisor to the U.S. Department of the
Treasury. Clara is the former President and CEO of the National
Hispanic Cultural Center Foundation.

Jacqueline Baca has been President of Bueno Foods since 1986.
Jackie was a founding board member of Accion and has served
on the boards of the Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Com-
merce, the New Mexico Family Business Alliance, and WESST.
In 2019, she was appointed to the Federal Reserve Bank of

Kansas City's Denver Branch Board of Directors.

Paul Bardacke served as Attorney General of New Mexico from
1983-1986.Heis a Fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers,
and he handled complex commercial litigation and mediation
with the firm of Bardacke Allison in Santa Fe. Paul was a member
of the National Park System Advisory Board for seven years.

Notah Begay 111, Navajo/San Felipe/lIsleta Pueblo, is the only
full-blooded Native American to have played on the PGA Tour,
where he won four tournaments. He now works with Native com-
munities to develop world-class golf properties. Notah founded
The Notah Begay Il Foundation (NB3F), which works to reduce
obesity and diabetes among Native American youth.

Garrey Carruthers served as Governor of New Mexico from
1987-1990 and as Chancellor of the system and President of New
Mexico State University from 2013-2018. In between he was
Dean of the College of Business at NMSU and President and CEO
of Cimarron Health Plan. Garrey was instrumental in establishing

the Arrowhead Center for economic development in Las Cruces.
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LaDonnaHarris is the Founder and Chair of the Board of Americans
for Indian Opportunity. Sheis also a founder of the National Women's
Political Caucus. LaDonna was a leader in the effort to return the
Taos Blue Lake to Taos Pueblo. She is an enrolled member of the
Comanche Nation.

Edward Lujan is the former CEO of Manuel Lujan Agencies, the
largest privately owned insurance agency in New Mexico. Ed is
also a former Chairman of the Republican Party of New Mexico,
the New Mexico Economic Development Commission, and the
National Hispanic Cultural Center of New Mexico, where he is
Chair Emeritus.

Liddie Martinez is a native of Espafiola whose family has lived in
northern New Mexico since the 1600s. She is the Market Pres-
ident-Los Alamos for Enterprise Bank and Trust and a past Board
Chair of the Los Alamos National Laboratory Foundation. She also
farms the Rancho Faisan. Liddie served on Governor Michelle
Lujan Grisham's Economic Recovery Council.

Judith K. Nakamura was a member of the New Mexico judici-
ary from 1998-2020. She was appointed to the New Mexico Su-
preme Courtin 2015, and in 2017, she became the fourth woman
to serve as Chief Justice in the Court’s 108-year history. Judy is an
avid hot air balloon pilot and she serves on the board of the
Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.

Fred Nathan, Jr. founded Think New Mexico and is its Executive
Director. Fred served as Special Counsel to New Mexico Attorney
General Tom Udall from 1991-1998. In that capacity, he was
the architect of several successful legislative initiatives and was in
charge of New Mexico's lawsuit against the tobacco industry,
which resulted in a $1.25 billion settlement for the state.

Roberta Cooper Ramo is the first woman elected President of
the American Bar Association and the American Law Institute.
Roberta has served on the State Board of Finance and was
President of the University of New Mexico Board of Regents. In
2011, she was inducted into the American Academy of Arts and

Sciences. Roberta is a shareholder in the Modrall Sperling law firm.
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Dear New Mexican:

A lot has changed at Think New Mexico since it was founded in
1999. For example, my wife, Arlyn, is grateful that | have moved
Think New Mexico's office out of our bedroom.

The biggest change recently is that we are significantly growing
our staff to be able to work on multiple issues and magnify our
impact. This is why we purchased new headquarters across the
street from the Capitol, which we reported in last year's publica-
tion. The additional space made it possible to hire Mandi Torrez,
New Mexico's 2020 Teacher of the Year as our Education Reform
Director. The success of that initiative, detailed in the following
pages, led to the hiring of Dr. Alfredo Vigil, a former Secretary of
the Department of Health, to be our first Healthcare Reform Di-
rector. (Alfredo is profiled on page 17.) An economist and a Field
Director are joining the team later this year. After that we will
launch a capital campaign to build an endowment to insure that
we have the resources going forward to build Think New Mexico
to last.

Despite the growth, a lot still remains the same. We continue to
be led by a truly nonpartisan board of Democratic, Independent
and Republican statesmen and stateswomen. We also continue to
be results-oriented, converting our recommendations into legis-
lation, identifying bipartisan sponsors from both chambers, and
relentlessly pursuing those reforms until they become law.

We highlight some of those policy victories in the center of this
report, such as repealing the food tax and ending predatory
lending. Collectively, these reforms have returned hundreds of
millions of dollars to New Mexicans and produced a healthy
social return on investment for the foundations, businesses and

individuals who support our work.

Throughout our 25-year history we have never employed an
advancement director, and we continue to keep our administrative
and fundraising expenses below 10% of revenue. This is a testa-
ment to the generosity of the 1,207 social investors listed later in
this report, who have faithfully supported Think New Mexico in
victory and defeat. We hope you will join this growing communi-
ty and contribute to the next quarter century of our work in one
of the many ways described on the final page of this report.

Treed Nattey Qq June 15, 2024

Founder & Executive Director
Think New Mexico 4
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THINK NEW MEXICO'S EDUCATION REFORM ROADMAP UPDATE

In 2022, we published A Roadmap for Rethinking Public Education in New Mexico. Since then, we have
been following that map to our destination of high quality public schools for every child in New Mexico.

@ Expand learning time
for students by the

equivalent of 27 extra
days a year for
elementary school
and 10 extra days

for secondary school

. @ Upgrade training and transparency of local school boards
@ Secure $15 million to

improve the quality o Provide a
of teacher training by relevant

expanding access to
teacher residencies

2025 and beyond

Right-size to smaller classes, schools, and districts o

well-rounded
high school
curriculum

Enhance principal pay

and training
0 Maximize the percentage of the education budget that is
spent in the classroom on educators and support staff,
Revamp New Mexico's rather than on central administration

colleges of education

Make it easier to close failing charter schools and
replicate high-performing ones

Reform student assess-
ments to better support

student learning o
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW

PROGRESS TOWARD RETHINKING NEW MEXICO'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS

As we highlight on the prior page, Think New Mexico has been making steady
progress toward achieving the major policy reform goals laid out in our 2022 report,
A Roadmap for Rethinking Public Education in New Mexico. That report proposed
an agenda of reforms to improve the quality of New Mexico's public schools, which
we anticipated would take 5-10 years to complete. In the two years since we pub-
lished the report, we have achieved about 30% of the goals we laid out. As we

headed into this year's legislative session, we had the opportunity to conduct our first scientific poll

of New Mexicans to see where the public stands on our reforms, and we were bolstered by the over-

whelming support for our legislation. By the time the 2024 session ended, we had secured an impor-

tant victory with the passage of our legislation to enhance the training and transparency of school

boards. This reform built on the laws passed last year to expand learning time for students and increase

funding for teacher residencies. Other reforms, including making financial literacy a graduation require-

ment for all students and ensuring smaller classes for elementary school teachers, didn't make it to the

finish line this session, but we laid the groundwork to get them done in the future.
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Think New Mexico
sponsored a poll of over
400 registered voters in
crafting recommendations
BY ESTEBAN CANDELARIA

JOURMNAL STAFFWRITER

Every year, Think New Mexico puts
forward several policy recommenda-
tions for lawmakers to consider based
on “the best available research and
evidence.”

But for the 30-day legislative session
set to begin Tuesday, the think tank
said it has more than just research to
back up its recommendations.

... Think New
Mexico in November sponsored a
poll of 403 registered voters on their
support for specific education pol-
icy reforms, from changes to high
school graduation requirements to
implementing smaller class sizes, and
made legislative recommendations

for lawmakers to consider based on
the results.

Think tank pushes education
reforms ahead of session

Some 183 of the survey’s
respondents were parents
with children currently or
previously enrolled in pub-
lic schools.

Some of Think New Mex-
ico’s recommendations
reflect, or are similar to,
initiatives the think tank or
lawmakers pushed during
last vear’s session.

“We believe this is an
ideal time to begin to build
on some of the reforms that
have been initiated last
year,” said Fred Nathan Jr.,
Think New Mexico found-
er and executive director.
“There’s still much more
that can be done to improve
our ranking for education
quality.”
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Classsizes

Reducing class sizes is
commonly supported by
teachers and parents alike,
and Think New Mexico in
turn is recommending leg-
islation to establish caps of
20 students per class for first
through sixth graders.

Some 55% of respondents
to Think New Mexico’s poll
believed class sizes in the
state’s elementary schools
are too big, and about 84%
support a state law setting
a 20-student maximum for
each class.

Among respondents with
children in public school,
that number was higher, at
about 86%.



From PAGE A1

Between the additional
space for classrooms and
educators a school would
need to sustain smaller
class sizes, New Mexico
Public Education Depart-
ment spokesperson Nate
Williams wrote in an email,
schools across the state don't
always have the resourcesto
make classes smaller.

“Funding for addition-
al space and more staff is
always a challenge,” Wil-
liams said. “School bud-
gets try to maximize the
resources they have, and
that often leads to difficult
decisions regarding fund-
ing and resources.”

A snapshot report total-
ing up job postings from
throughout the state
released by New Mexico
State University in Octo-
ber put the total educator
vacancy count at the time
at 1,471. Of those vacancies,
751 were teaching positions.

But teacher vacancies,
Think New Mexico Educa-
tion Reform Director Mandi
Torrez said, are exactly why
the state should think about
implementing smaller class
sizes, arguing that fewer
students means a better
workload.

“We've got to improve
their working conditions.
We've got to make their
jobs easier,” said Torrez, a
former teacher. “We keep
asking them to do more and
more, and we're not taking
anything away. So this is a
way to give them the sup-
port that they're asking for.”

To address the logistical
issues the PED pointed out,
Think New Mexico propos-
es the state phase in class-
size caps for one new grade
per year, to give schools
time to gather the resources
they need.

7 Think New Mexico

Graduation
requirements

Think New Mexico isalso
recommending legislation
updating the state’s gradu-
ation requirements for high
schoolers.

That’s based on more than
80% of poll respondents say-
ing they would support New
Mexico establishing each of
the following requirements,
among others: a minimum
of one semester of civics; at
least one year of computer
science or digital literacy;
and at least a year of career
technical education.

Those changes garnered
a similar level of support
among respondents from
both sides of the political
aisle, as well as among
those with children in pub-
lic schools.

“It’s really about making
sure that we provide stu-
dents with a well-rounded
experience,” Torrez said.
“We want them to leave
high school with a set of
foundational skills that’s
going to set them up for suc-
cess in whatever path that
they take.”

Last legislative session,
lawmakers tried to change
the state’s graduation
requirements through a bill
that, among other things,
would have cut by two the
number of units high school
students need to graduate.

That bill faced significant
debate, some centering on
whether financial literacy
should be a required course.
It ultimately passed in the
state House and Senate but
was vetoed in early April by
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grish-
am, who contended the
bill “weakens graduation
standards.”

Think New Mexico's rec-
ommendation for this ses-
sion more or less addresses
each of the concerns Lujan
Grisham raised in her veto
message, leaving in require-
ments about workplace
readiness, physical educa-
tion and dual credit, honors
or advanced placement.

Other
recommendations

Most respondents to
Think New Mexico's poll
also said they would sup-
port increasing the train-
ing requirements for school
board members and require
that all school board candi-
dates disclose campaign
contributions.

In New Mexico, school
board candidates in dis-
tricts with more than
12,000 students must report
campaign contributions
and expenditures. But of
the state’s 89 districts, the
Secretary of State's web-
site only lists five districts
as being bound by that
requirement.

Two bills from the last leg-
islative session would have
updated school board gov-
ernance requirements, one
of which would have estab-
lished mandatory training
for board members. But
both died in committee.

In that case, the Legisla-
tive Education Study Com-
mittee recently endorsed
a bill that would nix the
12,000-student require-
ment for campaign finance
reporting and establish 10
hours of mandatory train-
ing for new board members.

Finally, the think tank
also has a recommenda-
tion aimed at revamping the
state’s colleges of education
that would require aspiring
teachers to spend their final
year of college in a teacher
residency program or other
type of apprenticeship.

Last school year, the PED
said 226 students complet-
ed teacher residency pro-
grams. which place teach-
ers-in-training into class-
rooms with experienced
educators for a year. Cur-
rently, the PED said, there
are 282 teacher residents
across New Mexico.



MAKING THE MOST OF EXTENDED LEARNING TIME

Think New Mexico is committed to ensuring not just the passage of good policy reforms, but also their

successful and effective implementation. In 2023, we championed the enactment of a law to expand

learning time for students by the equivalent of 27 extra days a year for elementary school students and

10 extra days for middle and high school students. Because we know that this extra time will only ben-

efit students if it is used well, we followed up by compiling a detailed resource guide for teachers. The

guide, which is available on our website, includes a vast array of materials, enrichment activities, field

trips, and more that teachers can use to make the most of the extra hours.

" COMMUNICATOR ...co... ...

Think New Mexico publishes resource guide for teachers

Think New Mexico, a
results-oriented think tank
serving New Mexicans,
has published an online re-
source guide to help teach-
ers make the most of the
extended learning time
that was enacted during the
2023 legislative session.

House Bill 130, which
was supported by Think
New Mexico, raised the
minimum number of in-
structional hours from 990
for elementary school stu-
dents and 1,080 for middle
and high school students to
1.140 instructional hours
for all students. This is
the equivalent of adding
27 extra days of learning
for elementary school stu-
dents and 10 extra days for
middle and high school
students.

In 2022, Think New
Mexico published a report
titled, A Roadmap for Re-
thinking Public Education
in New Mexico. The report
included a 10-point plan
with 30 separate legisla-
tive recommendations for

improving New Mexico’s
public schools.

The first recommenda-
tion in the report was to
increase the minimum in-
structional time for stu-
dents. based on the research
showing that expanding
learning time is one of the
most effective strategies
for improving student pro-
ficiency, closing achieve-
ment gaps, and helping
students recover from the
loss of instructional time
during the pandemic.

After legislation support-
ed by Think New Mexico
is enacted, the nonprofit
works to facilitate the law’s
successful implementa-
tion. Think New Mexico’s
research indicated that, to
achieve the most benefit
from the extra hours, teach-
ers need access to resources
and ideas for engaging
students in rich learning ex-
periences. Therefore, Think
New Mexico produced an
extensive resource guide
to assist teachers in making
the most of the extended

hours.

The resource guide is
available on Think New
Mexico’s website at:

https://www.thinknew-
mexico.org/teacher-re-
source-guide/

“Educators across the
state know that this extra
time must be quality time
in order for students to feel
the impact. From targeted
interventions to hands-on
learning and enrichment,
teachers should have easy
access to a wide range of
resources that can engage
students in meaningful
ways,” said Mandi Torrez,
education reform director
at Think New Mexico and
the 2020 New Mexico
Teacher of the Year. “If
a teacher is interested in
project-based learning,
outdoor learning, arts in-
tegration or needs an extra
hands-on math lesson, our
resource guide can save
time in seeking out quality
ideas and strategies for
their teacher toolbox.”

Think New Mexico 8

The resource guide con-
tains three sections. The
first section highlights on-
line resources available
from national experts, or-
ganizations, and institu-
tions like NASA and the
Smithsonian museums. The
second section includes
statewide resources such as
educational materials from
state agencies and non-
profits, and professional
development opportunities.
The final section includes
regional resources, with
local nonprofits that pro-
vide hands-on educational
activities, museums, and
cultural sites in communi-
ties across New Mexico.
Teachers can find videos
explaining approaches for
culturally and linguisti-
cally responsive teaching,
lessons and activity plans
across many subjects, and
potential partner organi-
zations for in-class experi-
ential learning activities as
well as off-site field trips.



ENHANCING SCHOOL BOARD TRAINING & TRANSPARENCY

After Think New Mexico's legislation to upgrade the training and transparency of school boards fell short
of passage in 2023, we recalibrated and brought the bill back in 2024, with the support of the governor
and the influential Legislative Education Study Committee. We organized a diverse coalition of other sup-
porters, ranging from chambers of commerce to the American Federation of Teachers. Senate Bill 137
passed the Senate 30-9, the House 42-17, and was signed into law by the governor. The new law will
ensure that every school board member receives training in essential topics like governance, public school

finance, and the role that school board members play in improving student achievement. It will also require
that school board meetings be webcast and archived for the public. Finally, it will require every candidate

running for the school board to disclose their campaign contributors, bringing New Mexico's campaign

finance transparency into line with the laws in 44 other states.

The Bast Weekly Newspaper on Une Histarieatly Famous 0d Santa Fe Tradl
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Senate Bill 137 Introduced to Enhance the Training and
Transparency of Local School Boards

Senate Bill 137, sponso-
red by Senate President Pro
Tem Mimi Stewart (D-Al-
buquerque) and Senate
Education Committee Chair
William Soules (D-Las Cru-
ces), has been introduced to
upgrade the quality of local
school boards with enhanced
training and transparency.
The bill is based on reforms
proposed by the nonpar-
tisan statewide think tank
Think New Mexico, which
recommended these reforms
in a 2022 policy report.

In that report, titled A
Roadmap for Rethinking
Public Education in New
Mexico, Think New Mexico
explained that a growing
body of research has found
that the decisions and ac-
tions of local school boards
can positively impact the
learning environment when
school boards are focused
on elevating student achie-
vement. Yet under current
law, school board members
receive only a brief annual
training, which fails to ade-
quately cover essential to-
pics like public school bud-
geting and finance, and how

board members can improve
student outcomes.

“School boards play a cri-
tically important and often
overlooked role in determi-
ning the quality of our pu-
blic schools,” said Fred Na-
than, Executive Director of
Think New Mexico. “School
boards approve the district’s
budget, hire the superinten-
dent, and ultimately set the
tone, culture, and expecta-
tions for superintendents,
schools, and students.”

The bill proposes reforms
to improve the quality of New
Mexico’s local school boards:

¢ Expand and enhan-
ce the annual training for
school board members and
charter school board mem-
bers to include not only laws
and policies affecting pu-
blic schools, but also public
school finance, budgeting
and fiduciary responsibili-
ties of local school boards;
how local school boards
can evaluate the academic
achievement of students in
their district and use data to
set individual school goals
for student performance in

each of the school district’s.
public schools; and effective
governance practices and
strategies for supporting
and supervising the local
superintendent (the average
tenure of school district su-
perintendents in New Mexi-
co is less than two years).

New board members
would be required to com-
plete at least 10 hours of
training, and returning
board members would be re-
quired to complete at least
5 hours annually. The Pu-
blic Education Department
would post the number of
hours completed by each
school board member on on-
line school dashboards.

® Require that all school
board candidates disclose
their campaign contribu-
tions. Under current law,
only school board members
in districts larger than
12,000 students must dis-
close. That is just five of the
state’s 89 districts. By con-
trast, 44 other states requi-
re all school board candida-
tes to disclose their donors.

9 Think New Mexico

“The public has a right
to know who is funding the
election of school board can-
didates,” said Fred Nathan,
Executive Director of Think
New Mexico.

o Require that school
board and charter school
board meetings be webcast
and the recordings archived
so that the public can access
them.

School board governance
reforms are also strongly
supported by New Mexico
voters. A November 2023
poll found that 88% of New
Mexico voters support re-
quiring school board mem-
bers to receive expanded
and enhanced training in to-
pics like how to read school
district budgets, how to ef-
fectively oversee a school
district superintendent, and
how school board members
can positively impact stu-
dent achievement of New
Mexico. Similarly, 87% sup-
port requiring school boards
to webcast their meetings,
and 79% support requiring
all school board candidates
to disclose their campaign
contributions.



THE FIGHT FOR RELEVANT, WELL-ROUNDED GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Another of Think New Mexico's major education reforms is to provide a relevant and well-rounded high

school curriculum to engage students and prepare them for college and career. During this year's ses-

sion, a new law was enacted to revamp the state's high school graduation requirements. Among other

provisions, it requires each local school district to establish two required credits at the local level. After

the bill passed, we reached out to all 447 school board members and 89 superintendents to provide them

with research on graduation requirements that might provide the greatest benefit for their students.

Navajo Times

MARCH 23, 2024

Parents, students have opportunity to help choose graduation requirements

BY MANDI TORREZ

ith the governor’s

signing of a new

law updating the

state’s high school

curriculum, New
Mexico families now have a
prime opportunity to shape
your local high school course
requirements in a way that
will reflect your community’s
values while ensuring that
your graduates are college and
career ready.

While high school students
still must complete 24 credits to
graduate, two of those credits
will now be determined locally
in each district.

Think New Mexico, a nonpar-
tisan, results-oriented think
tank, has researched courses
that would be engaging and
provide students with relevant,
lifelong skills, as we detailed
in our report, “A Roadmap for
Rethinking Public Education
in New Mexico.” We encourage
parents and students to reach
out to your school board mem-
bers and urge them to select
two local course requirements
that will provide a well-round-
ed school experience. We hope
that you might advocate for
some of the following options:

Financial literacy is current-
ly an elective, but only about
11% of students take this class
despite 100% of them needing
it, especially in a state that
ranks 49th in financial literacy.
Currently, 25 states covering
53% of students nationwide
require students to complete a

standalone financial literacy
course. A 2022 poll of 751 likely
New Mexico voters found that
84% believe it is very important
for students to learn personal
finance in high school.

Career and technical educa-
tion can benefit all students.
They can explore their interests
and talents and learn lifelong
skills from courses such as
journalism, healthcare, teach-
ing, or culinary arts. Intern-
ships and work-based learning
also offer hands-on experience
that keeps school relevant and
engaging.

A language other than En-
glish, because multilingualism
can positively affect memory,
problem solving, and critical
thinking skills. Studies show
that second language learners
perform better across a range
of academic subjects than stu-
dents who don’t study a second
language.

Computer science skills are
increasingly essential in most
careers. According to Educa-
tion Week, in 2023 U.S. schools
expanded foundational comput-
er science classes at the fastest
rate in the last five years. Cur-
rently, Hispanic students are
1.4 times less likely than white
and Asian peers to enroll in
computer science, while female
participation in computer sci-
ence nationally has been stuck
at around 31 percent.

Health: Currently, one semes-
ter of health education is re-
quired, but adding another se-
mester would provide students
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with more in-depth knowledge
of how to lead healthy lives.
Virtually all leading causes of
premature death are rooted in
unhealthy behaviors that are
largely preventable. New Mex-
ico’s youth obesity rate (23.9%)
significantly exceeds the na-
tional rate (17%) and our overall
suicide rate ranked fourth in
the nation in 2021.

Art helps students explore
their creative capabilities
while building social-emotion-
al and communication skills,
critical thinking, and prob-
lem-solving skills, as well as
resilience and a growth mind-
set. A National Endowment for
the Arts analysis found that
students highly involved in
arts had more positive out-
comes in graduation rates and
civic participation.

Career planning: Students
need guidance as they transi-
tion to high school and begin
thinking about their path
forward. With often limited
access to counselors, freshmen
could benefit from a class to
help with career exploration as
well as teach them soft skills
like time management. While
the American School Counsel-
or Association recommends a
counselor-to-student ratio of
1:250, New Mexico’s ratio in the
2022-2023 school year was 1:448.

We encourage readers to
reach out to us at info@think-
newmexico.org if you would
like more information about
how you can help shape your
school district’s local gradua-
tion requirements.



Our biggest disappointment with the new law on graduation requirements was that it failed to require

students to complete a full semester of financial literacy. We made three attempts to amend this require-

ment into the bill, but unfortunately fell short on close votes. So Think New Mexico is now shifting our

focus to New Mexico's school districts and charter schools, encouraging them to adopt financial literacy

as one of their locally required credits. Twenty-five states have already made financial literacy a gradu-

ation requirement for all students.

RI©O GRAND
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Celebrate Financial Literacy Month by Making
it a High School Graduation Requirement

By Fred Nathan

New Mexicans have an oppor-
tunity to improve the financial
literacy of the next generation
by making it a graduation
requirement in all 89 of our
local school districts.

As of April, 25 states have
added a standalone course in
financial literacy to their high
school graduation require-
ments, reaching 53% of stu-
dents nationwide, according to
the national nonprofit NextGen
Personal Finance.

By contrast, in New Mexico,
financial literacy is offered as
an optional elective, and only
about 11% of New Mexico stu-
dents choose to take the class.
New Mexico ranks 49th in the
nation for overall financial lit-
eracy according to the online
personal finance website
WalletHub.

During the 2024 legislative
session, Think New Mexico
partnered with a diverse and
extensive coalition of organi-
zations to urge legislators to
add a financial literacy course
to New Mexico’s high school
graduation requirements.
Members of this coalition
included elected officials like
State Treasurer Laura Montoya
and Navajo Nation Vice
President Richelle Montoya as

well as banks, credit unions,
chambers of commerce and
other business groups, higher
education institutions, civic
organizations, and anti-pover-
ty groups. Unfortunately, the
proposal to add a standalone
financial literacy course to the
graduation requirements ulti-
mately failed to pass the legis-
lature on a close vote.

However, the legislation
that was enacted to revise the
state’s high school graduation
requirements included another
opportunity to increase access
to financial literacy education.
Of the 24 credits that high
school students must complete,
two credits will now be desig-
nated by each school district at
the local level. This means that
every New Mexico school dis-
trict can adopt financial litera-
cy as one of those local cred-
its.

When students increase
their financial literacy, studies
have found that they shift from
high-cost to low-cost sources
of credit and student loans, and
are 21% less likely to carry a
balance on a credit card. The
New Mexico Legislative
Finance Committee reported
that after financial education
was mandated in the states of
Georgia, Idaho and Texas, stu-

dents who participated in the
programs had higher credit
scores and higher savings
rates.

Completing a class in per-
sonal finance is particularly
important for students from
low-income families, which
research indicates have far less
access to financial literacy
courses than do their wealthier
peers. When high school stu-
dents learn personal finance,
they often bring those lessons
home to their parents and
grandparents, benefitting the
whole family.

A 2022 poll of 751 likely
New Mexico voters found that
84% believe it is very import-
ant for students to be taught
about personal finance topics.
Similarly, a recent national
poll found that 80% of U.S.
adults wish they had been
required to complete a person-
al finance course in high
school.

We encourage readers to
reach out to your local school
board members and urge them
to make a standalone course in
financial literacy one of their
locally designated high school
graduation requirements.
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SMALLER CLASSES FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

During the 2024 legislative session, Think New Mexico drafted and advocated for legislation to phase in
a cap of 20 students per class in grades K-6, one grade per year over seven years. Smaller classes allow
teachers to spend more time with each individual student, amplifying the benefits of extended learning
time. They help reduce achievement gaps and make it easier for teachers to build strong relationships
with students and their families, which is the most effective strategy for addressing chronic absenteeism.
While we were not able to get the bill passed during this year's short session, it received significant sup-
port from key education legislators. This reform will be one of our highest priorities for the 2025 session.

i SILVER CITY DAILY
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Small classes good for kids, teachers

by Mandi Torrez New Mexicans overwhelmingly support this idea. A
statewide poll we commissioned last month found that 96
percent of New Mexico voters believe class size is im-
portant for student success, and 83 percent support a law
that would cap elementary classes at 20. Only 22 percent

Every day, more than 37 000 New Mexico elementary
students, enough to fill the Pit twice over, experience neg-
ative effects of large class sizes, such as a lack of engage-

ment, increased behavior issues and lower achievement. believe our classes are Ehc right size. . .

In the 2022-23 school year, 27 percent of elementary Smaller classes allow time for personalized learning and
classrooms exceeded limits and average targets set in current  time for teachers to build relationships with students and
state law. At Think New Mexico, a think tank serving New families. This is an urgent need, with nearly 40 percent of our
Mexicans, we examined the class sizes of every elementary students reported as chronically absent.
school in the state using data reported to the Public Education Research shows that 9 out of 10 teachers want smaller class-
Department. The story we uncovered is one of challenging es. Working conditions are often why teachers leave the profes-
teaching and learning conditions across the state. sion, especially amid worsening behavior and safety issues.

In Deming, we found a kindergarten class with 31 students. As a former teacher, my largest class was 26 fourth-grad-
A first-grade class in Bloomfield had 30 students, while a ers, and the smallest was 15 third-graders. Guess which class
second-grade class in Albuquerque was reported to have 34 showed more growth? Guess which year I felt at my best?
students. Third-grade classes in Farmington and Gadsden While opponents say reducing class sizes is impractical due

:folhled(;(} slude‘lill; A E‘?‘-'ﬂh‘g“‘(‘;": "I]‘;bg N f:\ilan}oﬂgg;)@o dhstgs;l to a teacher shortage, smaller classes could actually reduce the
(s,’m <Hks, o | sUsh rt:kgoge b %m e0 ‘20"[” gm’" shortage. We can keep teachers from leaving the profession

and z::r:nl ;F;trz g:'\‘vcclifs qique;ig%];e;: )TC ::fg;a; 3 asnlg Q?ts if we respect their needs and support their efforts. And if we

abila 90 SlLtn i & = 1% alee teaching - o o B e 2 o -

for grades 4-6, but the reality is that a waiver system allows 1ok (3€hing & o attractive career option, we can lure our

a skirting of the law, and our children pay the price with & = P i P :

inadequate learning conditions. Re_search also shpws_thal achle\«emenF gaps lessen when
By contrast, Finland, hailed for its world-class education low-income and minority students remain in small classes

system, utilizes small classes of about 20 students. Ala- over several years. The 2018 Martinez-Yazzie court ruling,

which found that at-risk students were not receiving

bama and Florida cap grades K-3 at 18 students, while last : )
year New York joined Louisiana and Montana in capping ~ an adequate education, held that the state must provide

those grades at 20. For its largest district, Nevada caps programs and_ services to prepare students for college and
range from 16-18 students for grades K-3. career, including smaller classes.

Think New Mexico recommends that the Legislature and If you agree that New Mexico should cap the size of
governor enact a law phasing in a 20-student cap in grades ~ elementary school classes, please visit the action center at
1-6 over six years, one grade per year to allow ample time thinknewmexico.org to ask the governor and your legisla-
to plan for funding, space and staff. tors to make this a priority for 2024.
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remain vigilant about defending it.

ENDING PRED RY LENDING IN NEW MEXICO

In 2022, Think New Mexico led the fight to win passage of a law outlawing preda-
tory lending, alongside a diverse coalition of organizations. The law, which took
effect on January 1, 2023, reduced the maximum annual interest rates on small
loans from 175% to 36%. That law is now saving New Mexico families approxi-
mately $175 million a year in excessive interest and fees. However, the powerful
predatory lending lobby is already working to push back against the law, so we

ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL

JULY 30, 2023

Plentiful credit is available

without

BYFREDNATHAN THINKNEWMEXICO

ast Sunday’s Journal (July 23)

included an opinion piece by

Patrick Brenner, founder and

president of the libertarian
Southwest Public Policy Institute,
expressing regret over New Mexico's
recent law ending predatory lending.
The Southwest Public Policy Institute
has consistently opposed the law,
which reduced the maximum annual
interest rate on small loans — under
$10,000 — from 175% to 36%.

Earlier this year, in the wake of the
reform law taking effect, Brenner
wrote about his experiences shopping
for small loans. Sunday’s column was
his second published piece about that
experience, and we were interested
to see that his update contained some
new information that unintention-
ally illustrated how well the law is
working.

First, Brenner noted that about 22%
of New Mexico’s small lenders have
ceased operations since the law took
effect — in other words, 78% are still
in business. As the Journal reported
this past March, during the fight
to enact the 36% interest rate cap,
“opponents of the cap predicted that
so-called payday lenders would flee
the state, leaving New Mexicans with
no opportunity to take out small per-
sonal loans for unexpected expenses.”

Instead, more than three-quarters of
lenders have adapted their business
practices to accommodate the 36%
interest rate cap, just as they have in
other states with similar laws.

Second, Brenner reported that
Nusenda Credit Union, which has
more than 20 branches across the
state, offered a “simple, transparent,
and accessible” process for providing
aloan at 17% interest. We commend
the credit unions like Nusenda that
are leading the way in providing
access to affordable credit. Credit
unions were first established to pro-
vide an alternative to loan sharks,
and there are now 50 different credit
unions with more than 150 branches
across New Mexico.

In addition after New Mexico’s 36%
interest rate cap was passed, national
banks like Bank of America, Wells
Fargo, and U.S. Bank began offer-
ing small loans to their customers,
increasing access to credit for low-in-
come New Mexicans. Brenner did not
succeed in getting a loan from these
banks because he had not been a
customer at the bank for a minimum
period of time. The banks limit their
small loans to existing customers
because they use a person’s history
of deposits and withdrawals, rather
than a credit score, to evaluate wheth-
er someone will be able to pay back a
loan, and how much they are eligible
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predatory lending

to borrow.

The 36% interest rate cap is work-
ing not only in New Mexico, butin a
growing number of states across the
nation. According to the National
Consumer Law Center, the median
rate cap for a two-year, $2,000 loan is
32%, and 35 states limit loans of that
size to rates of 36% or less.

Minnesota recently became the lat-
est state to follow New Mexico’s
lead and enact a 36% rate cap, which
takes effect Jan. 1 of next year. A 36%
cap is the gold standard set by the
federal Military Lending Act, which
has prohibited lenders from charging
higher rates to military members and
their families since 2006.

The money that New Mexicans are
saving because they are no longer
paying triple-digit interest rates is
being spent on local businesses all
across the state, rather than being
siphoned off to predatory lending
companies, the vast majority of which
are located out of state. This is the
very definition of local economic
development.

New Mexico’s new law ending
predatory lending is succeeding at
sustaining access to affordable credit
without gouging low income borrow-
ers, while injecting millions more dol-
lars a year into the state economy.



REFORMING NEW MEXICO'S CAPITAL OUTLAY SYSTEM

In 2015, Think New Mexico published a policy report calling on lawmakers to establish a
transparent and merit-based process for funding public infrastructure projects—rather
than dividing up the state's public infrastructure dollars across all 112 legislators and the
governor and allowing them to spend the money in their sole discretion. In 2021, we suc-
cessfully championed the passage of a law to reveal the legislative sponsors of every cap-

ital outlay appropriation. We continue to advocate for a more rational process that would fully fund

urgently needed infrastructure projects —and not leave $4.5 billion sitting on the sidelines.

Capital outlay system fails N.IM. s, aorizs, 20

MY VIEW KRISTINA FISHER THE SANTA FE NEW MEXICAN

ew Mexico’s capital

outlay process remains

an archaic and dysfunc-
tional system that fails to meet
the state’s critical infrastructure
needs, despite some recent
incremental improvements.

Recently, a piece by the director
of the Local Government Division
of the New Mexico Department
of Finance and Administration
argued that the system is not as
“broken and dysfunctional” as it
appears (“Capital outlay system
works — and is improving,” My
View, April 14). That column high-
lighted recent reforms at the DFA,
which are improving the agency’s
capacity to track thousands of
individual projects and efficiently
move funding to them. We com-
mend the DFA and the Legislature
for these reforms.

The problem, however, is
there is no overall vetting or
prioritization of the thousands of
projects that are sent to DFA for
funding in the first place.

As aresult, the Legislative
Finance Committee reports that
out of 650 active capital outlay
projects with budgets over $1 mil-
lion, 264 have made no progress
toward completion, and 137 are
behind schedule. The bottom line:
Over 60% of large projects are
stuck or stalled. When all projects
are considered, $4.5 billion ear-
marked for approximately 4,600
projects is sitting on the sidelines,
not benefitting New Mexico
communities by creating jobs or
upgrading infrastructure.

The dysfunction of New Mexi-
co’s capital outlay system has
its origins nearly half a century
ago, as Think New Mexico docu-
mented in our 2015 report, “The
Story of the Christmas Tree Bill:
Fixing Public Infrastructure
Spending in New Mexico.”

In 1977, two days before the
legislative session concluded, the
Legislature merged 27 bills seek-
ing money for individual capital
projects into a single massive bill.
They called it the “Christmas Tree
Bill” because it contained a pres-
ent in it for nearly every lawmaker.

Not surprisingly, the bill
passed unanimously and quickly
became an annual tradition.

Every year, New Mexico
divides up its available funds
for infrastructure projects, com-
monly known as capital outlay,
among the governor and all 112
legislators. In 2024, each senator
was allocated about $4.2 million
and each representative received
about $2.5 million.

Legislators have complete
discretion to spend their portion
of that funding in any way they
choose, subject to the veto of the
governor. Governing magazine
has called this system “unique”
and repeatedly ranked it as the
second-worst in the nation. The
problems with New Mexico’s
capital outlay process include:

# The projects that get funded
do not always match what is
needed by the public. That is how
you end up with funding in this
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year’s capital outlay bills for items
like awnings for police vehicles
and equipment for an artisanal
cheese facility. Meanwhile, 201
bridges across the state remain
structurally deficient, and New
Mexico’s water and wastewater
treatment systems need an esti-
mated $2.8 billion in repairs.

@ The capital outlay appropri-
ation process favors lobbyists for
special interests over the public.
Because the projects are not cho-
sen in transparent, open meet-
ings, the public’s voice is limited
and the voices of lobbyists behind
closed doors are amplified.

4 Finally, because many
infrastructure projects are too
large and costly to be funded by
any individual lawmaker, and
because there is only minimal
coordination among lawmakers,
projects often receive only
partial funding. This prevents
urgently needed projects from
being completed in a timely
manner and leaves public dollars
sitting on the sidelines for years.

By contrast to New Mexico,
the majority of states develop a
statewide capital budget based
on community needs, prioritize
projects for funding, and fully
fund them in an open, transpar-
ent and public process.

We urge New Mexico lawmak-
ers to do the same and implement
a transparent, coordinated system
for prioritizing and fully funding
the infrastructure projects that
New Mexico communities need.



HEALTH CARE TRANSPARENCY WEBSITE LAUNCHING IN 2024

This year, a new, user-friendly health care transparency website is coming online, thanks
to a law that Think New Mexico drafted and won passage of in 2015. That law was based
on a recommendation in our 2014 policy report, which highlighted research showing that
the price of common elective procedures is an average of 7% lower in states with trans-
parency websites. The new site will include average prices and quality metrics for dozens

of common procedures at many providers across the state. We are excited about the potential of this
website to empower New Mexicans to easily find the most affordable, highest quality health care.
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State builds website to
provide detailed price

comparisons of health
care services

By Marianne Todd mtodd@sfnewmexican.com

A website is in the works to provide New Mexicans with
detailed comparisons of the costs of health care services,
procedures and drugs by the spring of 2024, according to
state health officials.

The site is surfacing at a time when hospitals in New
Mexico and around the nation are being criticized and
fined for not adhering to federal pricing transparency laws.

The All-Payer Claims Database, according to some advo-
cates, will help lower the cost of health care by providing
a “robust database with an intuitive, navigable website
with easy access by all users,” Ken Geter, state chief of the
Community and Health Systems Epidemiology Bureau,
said in an interview.

“Ideally it would decrease the cost of health care for
consumers by providing transparency,” Geter said, adding
the state Department of Health’s planned website is
designed much differently from the federally mandated
“standard charges files” hospitals are required to post each
year. :

Under federal law, those files must be easily accessible
and searchable by humans and machines, and must
include all items, services, procedures and drugs for all
insurance plans, along with minimum and maximum nego-
tiated rates and discounted cash prices.

If it sounds complex and complicated, that's because it
is.

Geter said hospital standard charges files aren't so easily
readable or navigable.

Kristina Fisher, associate director of Think New Mexico,
a political think tank that supported the bill creating
the website, said the difference between current federal
pricing transparency requirements and the proposed New
Mexico database is akin to the sticker price of a car com-
pared with the actual price paid.

Current pricing transparency “is great if
you're studying hospital pricing trends, but
it's not user-friendly,” she said.

A report released by the nonprofit Patient
Rights Advocate in July found nine of the
14 New Mexico hospitals examined were
not in compliance with the 2021 federal rule
designed to give consumers access to the
cost of their health care.

New Mexico’s Health Information System
Act, which passed in 2015, was created to
assist health officials and legislators in health
planning and policy making, and to aid
“consumers in making informed decisions
regarding health care.” ...

Current standard charges files vary from
hospital to hospital, and are often complex
and dense — some have as many as 750,000
lines of procedures, drugs and services
— making shopping for items between
hospitals difficult and time-consuming. The
planned New Mexico system, Fisher said, is
based on actual charges provided by insur-
ance companies.

“In the search terms you won'’t have to
wade through medical jargon,” she said. “And
it will include quality indicators alongside
costs, such as the number of hospital-ac-
quired infections or readmission rates. This
is created on the back end so that ordinary
people can compare and contrast for proce-
dures across New Mexico hospitals.”

Geter said state officials turned to the
National Association of Health Data Organi-
zations for help acquiring and downloading
claims files charged to New Mexico’s 50 or
so insurance companies. They also followed
the successes of other states in creating all-
payer claims databases, he said.

“We've been talking with Colorado,
Virginia and Rhode Island,” he said. “We're
trying to make it as easy as possible for the
consumer and the public to search for quali-
ty-of-care metrics for different facilities and
providers.”

New Mexico will join 19 states that have
implemented their own claims databases,
including Texas, Florida and California.
Nevada, Indiana and Georgia are in the pro-
cess of creating their own sites.
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Staff Profile: Kristina G. Fisher

Kristina Fisher came to Think New Mexico as one of our first
college interns, assisting with research on implementing full-day
kindergarten and repealing the food tax. She proved to be a
great fit, and joined Think New Mexico full-time as soon as she
graduated from Williams College.

Twenty-three years later, Kristina has risen to the role of Associ-
ate Director. She supervises the research and collaborates on the
writing and graphic design of all of Think New Mexico's policy
reports, as well as drafting the legislation to enact them. She also
manages Think New Mexico's website and oversees the Leader-
ship Internship program that she helped create.

Kristina is often the point person for following up with the imple-
mentation of Think New Mexico's policy reforms. She recently
partnered with a coalition of organizations to secure millions of
dollars in funding for the Strategic Water Reserve, which Think
New Mexico successfully championed in 2005 to keep more water

in the state’s rivers.

“This work is deeply gratifying because we proactively solve
urgent problems facing the state, and we directly improve peo-
ple’s lives by enacting reforms like outlawing predatory lending."”

Kristina grew up in Santa Fe, where her mother Lisa taught English
at Santa Fe Prep and her dad Rick taught sculpture at the College
of Santa Fe and the Institute for American Indian Arts.

After receiving national Truman and Udall Scholarships, Kristina
earned her J.D. from the University of New Mexico School of Law,
graduating in 2008 with the highest GPA in the history of the law
school. While there, she served as Editor-in-Chief of the Natural
Resources Journal, represented residents of the Pajarito Mesa
colonia in their fight for clean drinking water, and helped organize

an annual labor law conference for Navajo women coal miners.

Kristina is passionate about protecting and restoring New Mexico's
lands and waters. She served as President of the Santa Fe Water-
shed Association for nearly a decade. For the past 15 years,
Kristina and her husband and fellow conservationist, Phil Carter,
have been leaders of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation (AWF),
an all-volunteer group founded by Aldo Leopold in 1914. Kristina
writes AWF's monthly newsletter, the Pine Cone, and helps organ-

ize volunteer ecological restoration projects across New Mexico.

.
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Staff Profile: Dr. Alfredo Vigil

When we decided to add a full-time focus on health care policy
to our portfolio, we had the ambitious goal of finding a medical
professional with a background in government and health policy
and a deep understanding of the health challenges facing New
Mexico's communities, especially in the rural parts of the state.

Fortunately, Dr. Alfredo Vigil was willing to come out of his recent

retirement to serve as our inaugural Health Care Reform Director.

If you could design a perfect resume for this position, it would be
Alfredo’s. He grew up in Los Alamos and earned his Bachelor of
Science and MD from the University of New Mexico. Along with
working as a primary care physician in private practice, Alfredo
has served as the medical director of the Questa Health Center,
Chief of Staff of Holy Cross Hospital in Taos, and the CEO of El
Centro Family Health in Espafiola. Alfredo has also helped train

the next generation of doctors as a member of the Clinical Faculty
at the UNM School of Medicine.

In June 2007, Governor Richardson recruited Alfredo to be the New
Mexico Secretary of Health, succeeding then Secretary Michelle
Lujan Grisham in that role.

Alfredo first crossed paths with Think New Mexico's Executive
Director Fred Nathan more than three decades ago, when Fred
recruited him to serve on the board of the local Planned
Parenthood chapter in Albuquerque. Alfredo later served as the
chair of that chapter, and went on to become the board chair of
the Planned Parenthood Federation of America in the 1990s, one
of only a handful of men to hold that role.

Alfredo currently sits on the boards of the Taos Community Foun-
dation and La Familia Health in Santa Fe. He has previously served
as President of the New Mexico Academy of Family Practice; Chair
of the New Mexico Primary Care Association; Chair of the Board of
Directors of Holy Cross Hospital in Taos; and a member of the New
Mexico Medical Licensing Board, among others.

“Ensuring that every New Mexican has access to the health care
they need has been my driving purpose in life, and | am excited
to continue that quest with Think New Mexico," says Alfredo.

He lives in Taos with his wife Eleanor Romero. They have two chil-
dren and three grandchildren.
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2024 LEADERSHIP INTERNS

Think New Mexico formally launched our Leadership Internship
program 15 years ago to mentor the next generation of New
Mexico leaders. We are excited to welcome seven exceptional stu-
dents as our 2024 Leadership Interns.

Jay Choate is earning his BA and MA in Government and Public
Administration at New Mexico State University, where he served as
Attorney General of the student government, canvassed for the
New Mexico Dream Team, and interned with the City of Las Cruces.

Jasper Rasmusson Flint grew up in Santa Fe and is graduating
with a degree in International Relations and Anthropology from the
University of Sussex, where he helps lead a student group on
Effective Altruism and serves as a Sussex Community Ambassador.

Laurel Nash Jarecki is a sophomore majoring in Public and In-
ternational Affairs at Princeton, where she is a member of the
Princeton Health Policy Forum. She previously served as a student
senator and President of the Albuquerque Academy chapter of the
Health Occupations Students of America.

Alex Schweitzer Kroll is from Albuquerque and is now a senior
majoring in Economics at the University of New Mexico, where she
interned in the Albuquerque Mayor's Office and completed a Fred
Harris internship with Representative Stansbury in Washington D.C.

Joaquin Romero grew up in Mora, graduated from United World
College, and is now a junior at Colorado College majoring in
Political Science. He previously interned with the New Mexico
Acequia Association.

Nathan Slota participated in Model UN and the New Mexico
Activities Association Student Leadership Advisory Council while
at Albuquerque High. He is now a senior majoring in International
Relations at Rhodes College in Tennessee. He works for New
Mexico United and plays for New Mexico United U-23.

Ayvret van Waveren is a 10th-generation New Mexican who is
now a senior at Amherst College majoring in Political Science with
a concentration on Economics. He has previously interned with
the Santa Fe District Attorney’s Office and New Mexico Senate
Majority Leader Peter Wirth.

To learn more about Think New Mexico's Leadership Internship,

please visit our website at: www.thinknewmexico.org.
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LEADERSHIP INTERNS BY THE NUMBERS

96 Total Interns Hired & Mentored

Fulbright Scholars

Truman Scholars

Marshall Scholar

Intern Alums Hired by the NM
Legislative Finance Committee

Intern Alums Hired by Other NM
State Agencies

Intern Alums Hired by Federal Agencies

Intern Alums elected to public office
(New Mexico Senate, Mayor of Phoenix, AZ)
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Photo captions on back inside cover.
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CELEBRATING OUR FIRST QUARTER-CENTURY OF RESULTS:

1999

January 1, 1999: Think
New Mexico launches

operations.

2012

New Mexico voters
approve all three of
Think New Mexico's
constitutional amend-
ments to restructure
the Public Regulation
Commission (PRC).

Foswell Daily Beeord

NM voters
approve PRC
reform

2000

Think New Mexico's
bipartisan legislation to
make full-day kinder-
garten accessible to
every child in the state
passes the legislature
and is signed into law.

RESULT: Since it was
fully phased in,
approximately 520,000
children in New
Mexico have had
access to full-day
kindergarten classes
(about one in every
four New Mexicans).

2015

Think New Mexico's
legislation is enacted to
create a health care
transparency website.

RESULT: The website
will go live in 2024,
empowering New
Mexicans to shop
around for the highest
quality, most afford-
able health care.
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2004

After a three-year
fight, Think New
Mexico's legislation
to repeal the state’s
regressive food tax is
enacted, making gro-
ceries tax-free for the
first time since 1933.

RESULT: New Mexico
families are saving
approximately $348
million a year, for a
total savings of over
$6 billion since 2005.

2020

Think New Mexico's
legislation creating the
Work and Save Act

is enacted to increase
access to retirement
savings for private

sector workers.

2005

Think New Mexico's
legislation to create

a Strategic Water
Reserve to keep more
water in the state's
rivers is enacted.

RESULT: Over 25,000
acrefeet of water has
been acquired to keep
New Mexico's rivers

flowing.

2021

After a six-year fight,
Think New Mexico wins
passage of legislation
making the state's in-
frastructure funding
process transparent.

RESULT: New Mexicans
can now hold their leg-
islators accountable for
how they spend their
portion of the state's
infrastructure budget.



HIGHLIGHTS OF THINK NEW MEXICO'S FIRST 25 YEARS

2007

Think New Mexico's
lottery reform legisla-
tion is signed into law,
requiring the lottery
to deliver at least 30%
of revenues to the
scholarship fund.

RESULT: The law
has resulted in an
average of $9 million
additional dollars
reaching the scholar-
ship fund each year,
totaling more than
$140 million so far.

2022

Think New Mexico
wins passage of two
landmark laws: ending
predatory lending by
reducing the maximum
annual interest rate

on small loans from
175% to 36%, and
repealing the tax on
Social Security for
middle and lower-
income New Mexicans.

RESULT: New
Mexicans are saving
$71 million annually
on Social Security
taxes and $175 million
annually on small
loans.

2008

Think New Mexico's
title insurance reform
legislation is enacted,
reducing closing costs
for New Mexico's
homebuyers and home-
owners who refinance
their mortgages.

RESULT: Over 30,000
New Mexicans have
received discounts

on title insurance
averaging $143, for a
collective savings of
around $4.4 million.

2022 cont.

Think New Mexico
hires its first Education
Reform Director and
launches a full-time
focus on education

policy.

THINK NEWMEXIBU
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2009

Think New Mexico
formally launches its
Leadership Internship
program.

ATHINK NEWMEXICO I .

2023

Think New Mexico
purchases the Greer
House, built in 1910,
and located across the

street from the state
capitol, as its perma-
nent headquarters.

2010

Governor Richardson
line-item vetoes an
attempted reimposition
of the food tax after
receiving over 15,000
emails from Think New
Mexico supporters.

FOOD

TAX

2024

Think New Mexico
hires its first Healthcare
Reform Director to
lead a full-time focus
on health care policy,
alongside its focus on
education policy,
magnifying Think New
Mexico's impact for
New Mexicans as it
enters its second quar-

ter-century.




Statement of Income and Expenditures

INCOME

Bequests 100,000
Business Contributions 21,961
Endowment/Interest Income 45,034
Foundation Grants 688,198
Individual Contributions 749,133
Rental Income 82,240
Sale of Reports & Online Store Items 1,606
Total Income $1,688,172

EXPENDITURES

Audit/Accounting 9,293
Benefits: Health, Dental & Disability Insurance 65,900
Benefits: 401K Matching & Fees 37,655
Building & Property Maintenance & Security 34,021
Computer Consulting & Website 3,530
Depreciation 33,971
Development 7,187
Educational Outreach 4,600
Graphic Design 1,447
Insurance 12,215
Internship Pay & Program Expenses 18,482
Investment Management Fees 291
Legal Fees 287
Marketing 6,946
Miscellaneous 3,084
Mortgage Interest 66,501
Online Vendor Processing & Bank Fees 4,053
Payroll Taxes 35,537
Polling/Research/Dues 20,389
Postage 11,975
Printing & Bulk Copying 39,283
Property Tax 9,178
Rent/Utilities Expense 40,955
Salaries 451,944
Stewardship/Board Expenses/Travel 279
Subscriptions 2,935
Supplies & Moving Expense 10,855
Telephone & Internet 4,240
Total Expenses $937,033
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Year Ended Dec. 31, 2023

Balance Sheet

ASSETS

Cash & Cash Equivalents 1,419,287

Investments 2,406,833
Operating Endowment 24,830
Prepaid Expenses 1,329

Property and Equipment* 2,635,090
(505 Don Gaspar Ave.)
Udall-Carruthers Endowment 105,935

Total Assets $6,593,304
LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable 14,988
Note Payable on Property 1,753,629
Tenant Security Deposits 11,000
Total Liabilities $1,779,617
NET ASSETS

With donor restrictions 395,766

Without donor restrictions 4,417,921

Total Net Assets $4,813,687

Total Liabilities
and Net Assets $6,593,304

* Net of accumulated depreciation.

Source for pages 22-23: Financial State-
ments for the year ended December 31,
2023. Independent auditors: Taylor, Roth
& Company.

IMAGE: Photograph by Russell Lee taken in
1940 of a community picnic in Pie Town, New
Mexico. Courtesy Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, Farm Security
Administration collection,
#LC-USF33-012784-M1.
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FOUNDATION PARTNERS

Jonathan & Kathleen Altman Foundation
Anchorum St. Vincent
Azalea Fund of the
Community Foundation for Northeast Florida
Big Wave Dave's Infinite Gift List
Bingaman Foundation
Brindle Foundation
Cabin Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Candelaria Fund
Caprock Fund of the Tides Foundation
Chamisa Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Chase Foundation
Con Alma Health Foundation
Delle Foundation
ECMC Foundation
Effective Families Fund of the
Albuquerque Community Foundation
Emma Trust
Eye Associates Gerald & Alice Rubin
Memorial Foundation Fund
Eli Farmer Fund of the New Mexico Foundation
Celia Lipton & Victor W. Farris
Foundation Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Foster Foundation Inc.
Foundation for Sustainable Living
Frost Foundation
Gift4Giving Program
Hanna and Matthew Foundation

Harbor Oaks Foundation

(JANUARY 1, 2023-MAY 1, 2024)

John H. Hart Foundation
Hunt Family Foundation
Independent Community Foundation, Inc
Infinite Gesture Fund at the
Albuquerque Community Foundation
Robert T. Keeler Foundation
Michael & Alice Kuhn Foundation
Laughing Buddha of the
Greater New Orleans Foundation
Laurel Fund at the New Mexico Foundation
Liberty Ranch Infinite Possibilities Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
The Nash Foundation
Thomas R. Nickoloff Family Foundation
Pomegranate Fund of the
Jewish Communal Fund
Pond Bay Charitable Gift Fund
S.B. Foundation
Scandia Foundation
Second Anonymous Fund of the
Santa Fe Community Foundation
SLF Foundation
Solis-Cohen Spigel Family Fund
James Talcott Fund of the
New York Community Trust
Carl & Marilynn Thoma Foundation
Thornburg Foundation
Edith M. Timken Family Foundation
Doris Goodwin Walbridge Foundation, Inc.
Esther & Morton Wohlgemuth Foundation
Wolf Run Foundation
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Individual Social Investors (JANUARY 1, 2023-MAY 1, 2024)

Anonymous (22)
Thomas & Carol Aageson
David Abbey
Jonathan & Alice Abbott
Paul Abrams
Richard M. Adam
Jan & Rick Adesso
Dr. Mercedes M. Agogino
Omar Ahmed
Pamela Saunders Albin
Joann Albrecht
Anne Albrink
Drs. Joe Alcorn &

Sylvia Wittels
Johnnie R. Aldrich, PhD
Christian L. Alexander
Mark & Martha Alexander

Catherine A. Allen
Cindy & Bill Allen
Garrett and Emily Allen
Grace Allison

Linda & Carl Alongi
Jonathan Altman

Tim & Lucia Amsden
Anne C. Andersen

Bonnie Anderson

Dave & Jane Anderson
Dave & Maureen Anderson
Jean Anderson

Judy Anderson

Kristina E. Anderson

Lars Anderson

The Honorable Phelps &

Ann Anderson
Robert &

Susan Nelson Anderson
Maggie & Christian Andersson
John F. Andrews & Jan Denton
Anthony Anella
Dr. Marcia Angell
The Honorable Clara Apodaca
Theresa Araiza
Lynne E. Arany
Amber Archer
Laurie Archer
Lawrence Archibald &

Laura Chancellor
Patricia & Richard Arens
Karyl Ann &

Kenneth Armbruster
Jerry & Lillian Armijo
Dale & The Honorable

Gail Armstrong
Roberta Armstrong &

Al Webster
Brid Arthur
Meleah Artley
Alan & Monica Arvin
Michael Aster & Roberta Lurie
David & Peggy Ater
Drs. Boudinot &

Louise Abel Atterbury
Gary Axen
Jacqueline Baca

Charity +.
Navigator

+ FOUR-STAR +

. J

In 2023, Think New Mexico
again received the top Four-Star
rating from Charity Navigator.

M. Carlota Baca, PhD
Drs. Sally Bachofer &
Margaret Vining
Robert "Cid" & Betty Backer
Stephen Badger
lan & Revee Bailey
Ed Baker
Russell Baker
Carl & Penny Baldwin
Carol & John Balkcom
Tina L. Bandick
Keith Banks
Seth Baranoff
Seth Barany
Leslie & Rutgers Barclay
The Honorable Paul Bardacke
Cleon &
Sharon Krallman Barker
Larry Barker
Cris & Marilyn Barnes
Gregory Barnes
Laurie & Thomas Barrow
John Barrow &
Rosemary Zibart

What's a “Social Investor?” We call our contributors “social investors” because we believe that

nonprofits should be evaluated based on the social return they produce each year. For example, Think

New Mexico raised slightly more than $1 million in income in 2021. Our work resulted in a savings to

New Mexicans of $246 million: $71 million from the Social Security tax repeal, and about $175 million

from ending predatory lending. This means that every $1 invested in Think New Mexico put $275 back

in the pockets of New Mexicans every year. This is a social return on investment of 24,500%.

Featured on these pages are Think New Mexico social investors and friends wearing their Think New Mexico

“thinking caps” around the world. Their names and locations are listed on the back inside cover.




John & Nolana Bassett

Charlie & Maggie Batsel

Christopher Bauman

Sara & Patrick Bauman

Ann & Steve Baumgarn

John O. Baxter

Richard & Kathy Beal

Ann M. Bealle

David E. Beavers

Richard & Sue Bechtold

Francoise Becker &
Michael Gzaskow

Anne E. Beckett

Jim & Yvonne Beckley

Noel & Frances Behne

Rachel Belash

Tom & JoEllen Belding

Letty Belin

Jennifer Bell

Dr. Natalie M. Beller

Beth Beloff & Marc Geller

Jo Ann Benenati

Raphiel & Karen Benjamin

Eli Ben-Naim

Mary Ann Bennett

Pamela Benson

Sonya Berg

Diane Alongi Berger

Jean & John Berghoff

Lucinda & Robert Berglund
Charlie Bergman
William & Nancy Bergner
Jean & John Berndt
Joel & Gail Bernstein
Charles G. Berry
Karen & Stephen Bershad
George & Joyce Berzins
John & Sarah Bienvenu
Reed & Rosalind Bienvenu
Michael P. & Elizabeth Biernoff
Stan & Sandra Bies
The Honorable Jeff &
Honorable Anne Bingaman
The Honorable John F. &
Marlene Bingaman
Susan Binneweg
Brian Birk
David Birnbaum &
Terri Blackman
Oscar & Nora Bizzozero
Drs. Kathleen Blake &
Bob Ballance
Sandi Blanton & Billy Brown
Bronnie & Alan Blaugrund
Frank Blechman
Barbara Blind
Philip & Elizabeth Block
Tom Blog
Ron & Barbara Bloomberg
Stuart M. Bluestone
Marsha C. Bol & Michael Katz
Ann Boland
Bruce & Cynthia Bolene
John Bollweg
Judy Bonnell
John Booker
Christine Boss
Bill Bottorf
Candace M. Boulay
David & Dr. Erin Bouquin
Julia B. Bowdich & John A. Carey
Dr. Jeffrey Bowers
James N. Bradbury, PhD
Donna & Robert Bradley
Steve & Sandy Bradley

John Braman
Brenda Brand
James & Claire Brandenburg
David Breecker
Elizabeth Bremner & Karen Crow
Jane Brickner
Grace Brill & Dan Schwartz
Nancy Brinegar
Patrick F. Brinkley
Valerie Brooker & Melvin Duncan
Oneida Brooks &
Bradley Gummersall
David Brookshire
Murray & Cindy Brott
Chris & Georgia Brown
Diane Brown
The Honorable Doug &
Sarah Brown
Hamilton Brown &
Martha Worthington
Dr. Michael F. Brown
Dr. Susanne Brown
David Bruner
Ted Buchanan & Sally Corning
Lynne Loucks Buchen
Kate Buckley & Steven Dichter
Nancy & Larry Buechley
Scott Bunton
Nancy M. Burgas
Earl F. Burkholder
David & Hannah Burling
Caroline Burnett, PhD
Dwight Burney &
Gwenn Robinson
Daniel & Amanda Burns
Martha Burns
Anne W. & Jack Burton
Jay Bush & Peggy Rudberg
Phillip A. & Jenny Butz
Elliott Byall, PhD
Joan Bybee & Ira Jaffe
Helen B. Cahn
Barbara Calef
Marynell Callahan-Hirsch
The Honorable Chris &
Carol Calvert

“It’s important to have people like you staying focused on the issues that matter the most to making our

state better, and helping the most disadvantaged and vulnerable. It’s an honor to work with Think New

Mexico on issues as important as financial literacy.”

THE HONORABLE LAURA MONTOYA, NEW MEXICO STATE TREASURER, FEBRUARY 18, 2024
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Growth in Think New Mexico's Online Fundraising Campaign 2010-2023

$350,000
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000

50,000

2010

> 2023

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our social investors, Think New Mexico's annual online fundrais-
ing campaign has grown from $20,950 in its first year to $335,676 this past year. As a result, we have

never had to hire a professional fundraiser or hold a fundraising event, and our small staff is able to spend
the rest of the year focused on our policy research and advocacy work.

Annie Campbell
David & Shelly Campbell
Beth Cantrell
Eleanor Caponigro
Nicholas & Catherine Carlozzi
Betsy Carlson & Paul Crabb
The Honorable Garrey &

Kathy Carruthers
Courtney & Linnea Carswell
Josh & Cristy Carswell
Ann & Mark Carter
Kim & Richard Casford
George & Kathy Cassell
Fletcher & Diane Catron
Julia D. Catron &

David Andersson
Marguerite Catron
Mary Catherine Cernicek
Charlene Cerny &

Joseph Chipman
David D. Chamberlin
Honey & Peter Chapin
Katherin & David Chase
Chris Chavez
Michael Chesley
Dr. Josiah Child &

Mary Nell Wegner
Dr. Lance & Kathy Chilton

Elizabeth R. Clearwater
Margaret Keith & Curtis Clemson
F. T. Cloak, Jr.
Peter Clout
Tim & Monica Coder
Bradlee & Amanda Coe
Robert T. Coffland & Ellen Moore
George M. Cohen &

Linda Dickson
Jen Cole & Bill Maguire
Karyn Kluz Cole
Dennis G. Collins
Grace Collins
Roberta Colton
John Connell
Patricia & Edwin Conway
John &

The Honorable Bekki Cook
Michael D. Cook
Chris Coppin & Julia Roberts
Mark Corey
Rosemary Cosgrove &

Enrique Aguilar
Ken & Nancy Costello
Bruce H. Cottrell
David A. Coulie
Dennis & Candida Covington
David & Maria Cowley
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Godfrey Crane &
Johanna Binneweg
Deena & Travis Crawley
Peggy Creelman
Edward Crocker & Ann Lockhart
Judith Crocker
Philip Crump
Margo Cutler
Nancy Dahl
Philip Dale
Dale C. & Laura Dallas
Les & Eudice Daly
Marty Daly
Mike Daly
The Honorable Richard J. Daly
Richard D'Angio & Vicki Sontag
Joa Dattilo & Jane Clayton Oakes
Bill & Rose Davidson
Ross Davidson
Alice & Houston Davis
Dorothy B. Davis
Jordan P. Davis
Suzanne & Robert Davis
Nancy Day
Susan & Conrad De Jong
Charles De Saillan
Lori De Santis
Bryson Dean



William DeBuys
Porter Dees & Mary Schreiner
Susan Deese-Roberts
Nancy Desiderio &
Michael Sloane
John Dessauer
Fran Dever & Dale Belcher
Dr. Neal & Paula Devitt
Michael DeWitte
Michael E. Dexter
Edward DiBello
Nancy G. Dickenson
Christine & Joe DiGregorio
Mary Ann Dix
Elizabeth Doak & Kathryn Braziel
Paula Sass Donnelly
Carl & Joanne Donsbach
Dr. Cornelius Dooley &
Susanne Hoffman-Dooley
David & Deborah Douglas
Sandy & Geoff Dransfield
George Dresden
Gaylon Duke & Zenia Victor
George T. Duncan &
Sheryl Kelsey
John Duncan & Anita Sarafa
Ron & Jill Duncan
Bill & Ellen Dupuy
Stephanie Duran
Fred & Char Durham
John & Judith Dwyer
Lorna Dyer & Jerry D. Watts
Kenneth & Isabel Earle
Danny & Marissa Earp
Marie Eaves
Robert Edmunds
Nancy Eisenberg
Abram & Yolanda Eisenstein
Richard & Linda Eitzen
Bobbie Elliott
Kirk & Sheila Ellis
Dr. Maya Elrick
Mary & Peter Elson
Patricia M Emerson
Emily & Lars Engel
Jane Engel
Richard & Pamela Engstrom
Ed Epping & Peggy Diggs
Chris Espeset & Jill Epstein
Anthony J. Esposito &
Asia Negron-Esposito
Ellen & David Evans

Paul L. Evans
Robert & Molly Evetts
Frankie & David Ewing
Sabrina Ezzell
Eugene & Joan Farnum
Sarah & James Fassett
Dr. Halley Faust & Eve Cohen
Vincent & Elizabeth Faust
Dr. Paul Feil
Stephen Feinberg & Susan Foote
Susan Feiner & Peter Whitman
Ellyn Feldman
William & Margaret Feldman
Elizabeth Ferguson
Gary & Coleen Ferguson
Karl Ferguson
Kenneth Ferjancic
Robert L. Fies
Franklin M. Fine & Leslee Richards
Dr. Don & Andrea Fineberg
Thomas & Sylvia Fink
Jennice Fishburn
Eliot Fisher & EG Gionfriddo
Jim Fisher
Kristina G. Fisher & Phil Carter
Lisa & Rick Fisher
Sandra Fitzpatrick
Kristina Flanagan
Gordon Flanders
John Flax & Pamela Gregg Flax
Ronda Fleck & Tim Lopez
Debbie Fleischaker
Harlan Flint
The Honorable

Yvonne Magdalena Flores
Caroll Follingstad
Mary Helen Follingstad
Shannon Fonseca
Robert & Janet Ford
Bruce & April Forman
Jeff & Beverley Fornaciari
David & Anne Fox
Richard & Syliva Fox
Gary Francis
Peter Frank
David Franklin & Christa Coggins
Lisa & George Franzen
Dr. Kathryn Fraser
Mary Frederick
Rosemarie & Paul Frederickson
Jennifer French
Lawrence A. & Mary Fricke
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Gary &

Noelle Montagu Friedman
Howard & Debra Friedman
Hugh Friedman
Christian Fritz
Stephanie Fuchs & Todd Olmos
Cindi Fuqua
Michael & Nina Furlanetto
Barbara Gabaldon
Stephen G. Gaber
Jane & Norm Gagne
Ed & Maria Gale
Susan Gallaher
Kenneth Gallard
Lorraine Gallard
The Honorable Kate Gallego
Gene Gallegos
Al & Nancy Galves
Dorothy & George Gamble
Alexander Gancarz &

Jonathan Carleton
Betsy Garber
Dominic & Celia Garcia
F. Chris Garcia
Felice Garcia
Manuel Garcia
Benjamin Gardner
Carole A. Gardner
Thomas & Marilyn Gardner
Faith Garfield
John Geddie
Mariana Griswold Geer
Nancy Moore Gehman
Amy & Philip Geier
James & Denise George
Denise & Dean Gianopoulos
Dr. Gary Giblin & Sally Malave
Loretta & Joseph Giglia
Sandy & Van Gilbert
Carl Gilmore
George Ginsberg & Shelly Bailey
Jonathan & Marjorie Glass
Betsy Glenn
Philip D. Goldstone & Heidi Hahn
Terry Gomez
Donna Gomien
Julia Gonzales
Maria Rosella Gonzales &

Marijo Baca
Melissa Gonzales
Richard & Anne Gonzales
Charles & Jillian Goodmacher



David R. Goodrich
Barbara D. Gordon
Dave Gordon & Hannah Turner
MacDonnell Gordon
Bob Gorrell
Peter J. Gould
Jeanne & George Gozigian
Christopher Graeser &
Alexandra Ladd
Gerry Graff
Erika Graf-Webster
Cameron Graham
Nathaniel Graham
Dr. Dwight Grant &
Dr. Mary Yoder
Marcia & Paul Greenbaum
Rand & Teresita Greenfield
Requa Tolbert Greer &
George Greer
Charles & Kathleen Gregory
Margaret Gregory
F. Judith Griego-Ruth &
Robert J. Ruth
Gary & Patricia Griffin
Dr. Robert & Margaret Griffith
Anne M. Grillet &
Richard L. Schiek
Thomas D. Growney
Dr. Lauro Guaderrama
Daniel J. & Lynette Guevara
Mary & Allen Gulledge
Miles & Sylvia Gullingsrud
Charles & Betsy Gunter
Rouzi Guo
David & Michele Gurule
Capt. Bruce A. Gustin IlI
Blaine Gutermuth
Patricia & Ariel Gutierrez
Rick & Cheryl Haaker
Dudley & Beverly Hafner
Gail Haggard
Ernestine & Melvin Hagman
Kimberly Hallatt
Homer & Ruth Hamby

James Hammerberg

Marta & Jack Handey

Kirsten & Lars Hansen

David Hanson

Margaret & Don Hanson

Nancy Harbert

Jasper Hardesty

Sophie Hare

John M. & Margretta P. Harnisch

James Harrington

Mary & Richard Harris

Susan L. Harris

Wendell & Harriett Harris

Bruce Harrison

Dick & Anna Harrison

John Hart & Carol Prins

The Honorable Suzie &
Scott Havemann

David Hawkanson

Dr. John Hawley

Gary & Linda Hays

Marilyn S. Hebert

Steven Hecht & Dori Smith

John S. & Susan Heffron

Julie Heller

John & Trudy Henderson

Ward & Clara Hendon

Carla Hendrix

Steven Henley

Michele Herling

Peggy Hermann
Richard Hertz
Dr. Phillip A. & The Honorable
Jeri Berger Hertzman
Pat Hester & Gene Tatum
Tom Hester
Marianne & Dennis Hill
Robert Himmerich y Valencia &
Eva Valencia de Himmerich, PhD
Scott & Meaghan Hindman
E. Franklin Hirsch & Shirley Melis
Nathan E. Hite
Stephen & Jane Hochberg
Robert & Evonne Holder
Kevin Holladay & Audrey Walker
Thomas Holley
Janice Holt
Bernhard E. Holzapfel
Dee Homans
Robert L. Homer
Susan Homer
Janice Honeycutt Hering &
Jim Hering, Jr.
Kevin & Diana Honnell
Dr. Richard Honsinger
Elizabeth Hoobler
Robert &
Elizabeth Fishel Houghteling
Hildegarde Howden
Jeffrey Howell & Bill Press
Drs. David & Kathy Hsi
Peggy & Tom Hubbard
Valerie J. Hubbard
Patrick Hubenthal & Nell Farrell
Jack Huberman &
Nina Dougherty
Dr. Jim &
Mary Herrmann Hughes
Martha E. Hughes
Carolyn W. & Clark Hulse
Ann Hume
Matthew Hurteau
Ted & Georgie Hutton
Louisa Huyge

“As a retired educator (9 years in Gallup McKinley County Schools and 19 in Zuni Public Schools),

I know how important smaller class sizes, financial education, and training and transparency of

school board members are. Also, the work you have done in the past to shine a light on predatory

lending has been so beneficial to the lower income individuals in New Mexico.”

BARBARA GORDON, GALLUP, NEW MEXICO, OCTOBER 12, 2023
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Charles & Charlene Hyle
Berry Ives
Peter B. Ives
Dixie & Michael Jackson
Gerald Z. & M. Donna Jacobi
Joel Jacobsen & Carla Beauchamp
Adelaide Jacobson
Thomas Jacoby
Eric Sedillo Jeffries
Ann & Jim Jenkins
The Honorable

Thomas E. Jennings
Jessica Jerome
Tom & Carlyn Jervis
Don & Pat Jochem
Denise Johnson
Jarrett Johnson
Dr. Michael & Judy Johnson
Drs. Nalo & Jeremy Johnson
Dr. Sue Johnson & Jim Zabilski
Tom Johnson & Dorothy Bracey
Sandia J. Johnston
Daniel Jones
Jessica Jones
John F. Jones
Keytha & K. Paul Jones
Mark & Lynn Jones
Yale & Shanti Jones
Keith Julian
Hervey Juris & Leslie Nathanson
Dr. Norm Kaczmarek
Dr. Norty & Summers Kalishman
Anne & Karl Karlstrom
Chet & MaryEllen Karnas
Diane R. Karp, PhD
Bucky & Lynda Kashiwa
David & Stephanie Kauffman
David Kaufman &

Elizabeth Jacobson
Jenny & Justin Kaufman

Jeannie Kaufmann & Roger Ryan

William & Linda Keener

Greta & Thomas Keleher

Margaret |. Keller

Brian Kent

The Honorable Alissa Keny-Guyer

John & Vi Kessell

Eslee Kessler

Joan Kimball

Barbara Kimbell

Karen L. King

Nancy King, PhD

Ken & Aurora Kirk

Marjorie Kirkel

Tim Kirkpatrick

Daniel E. Klein & Robbyne Jones

Richard Klein & Claire Zoeller

Cheryl Klenner

Edi & Tom Klingner

Phil Klingner

Lucynthia Lines & Tony Knudsen

Herb & Shelley Koffler

Charles Kohlhaas

Paul W. & Roberta Kolp, PhD

Steve Kopelman

Charlotte & Bob Kornstein

Rebecca Koskela

Debra Krikorian

Holly Kuehn

Nandini & Woody Kuehn

Alice Kuhn

Gayle A. Kuldell

Diane LaFrance

Robert & Ginger Lagasse

Caroline Lajoie

Leslie Lakind

Donald & Jean Lamm

Mike Langner

Gail Langsner

Kathy & Tres Latimer

Kevin LaVine & Dennis DeVanney

Jeffrey & Karen Lawrence

Dr. Elizabeth Lawrence &
Andrew Montgomery

Cynthia & David Lawrence-Dever

A. C. Lawson & Lea Bradovich

Britt & Catherine Leach

Sol Lederman

Dr. Rebecca Lee & Dr. Dan Rader

Ellen Lefkowitz

Phyllis Lehmberg

Anita B. Leivo
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Barbara Lenssen &

Keith Anderson, PhD
Michael Leo
Jim & Story Leonard
Diane LeResche, PhD
Cheri Lerew
Roberta Lerman
Liz & Alan Lerner
Jennifer Levi
Jesse Levin & Shane Plossu
Annika Levy
Ronald & Eileen Levy
The Honorable James B. Lewis
Willard & Kay Lewis
William & Cymantha Liakos
Constance & Dennis Liddy
Mike & Diane Lilley
Lisa Lincoln & Tom Brimacombe
Catherine & Darryl Lindberg
Richard & Susan Lindeborg
Edward Linderman
John & Gerry Lingo
Nate Link
Stephanie & Stuart Lipkowitz
Lucy R. Lippard
Charlotte Lipson
The Honorable Marcy &

Bill Litzenberg
Ruth Lommel
Marcy Loomis
Conchita L. Lopez
Margaret Lopez & Chris Frechette
Mimi Lopez
Drs. Alexander & Karen LoRusso
Paula Lozar
Martha & John Lubell
Phyllis Ludi
Edward Lujan
Frank H. Luna
Dr. Alston C. Lundgren
Peter Lupsha & Ursula Hill
Judith Lybrand
John Lyles & Gretchen Anderson
Jessie Macfarland & Chris Castillo
Geraldine & Allen Macomber
Rick & Molly Madden
Felix Magowan & Virginia Eaton
Jay Maharath
Rashad Mahmood
Norman & Lindalee Maisel
Steven G. & Kay A. Maize
Robert Malchie



MANY THANKS TO OUR MONTHLY AMIGOS!

Think New Mexico's 84 “Monthly Amigos” make automatic monthly donations from their banks or

credit cards. The Amigos listed below have signed up to make contributions ranging from $5-$300 a

month. Their recurring gifts provide Think New Mexico with a steady, predictable income throughout

the year, and they never have to remember to mail us a check! If you'd like to become a Monthly

Amigo, you can easily sign up to make a recurring donation on the “Support” page of our website

(your donation will be processed through PayPal, and you can change the amount of your donation

or cancel it at any time).

Anonymous (2)
Omar Ahmed
Seth Barany
Cris & Marilyn Barnes
David E. Beavers
Sonya Berg
David & Dr. Erin Bouquin
Anne W. & Jack Burton
Marynell Callahan-Hirsch
Charlene Cerny &
Joseph Chipman
Chris Chavez
F. T. Cloak, Jr.
Mark Corey
The Honorable Richard J. Daly
Joa Dattilo & Jane Clayton Oakes
Fran Dever & Dale Belcher
Dr. Neal & Paula Devitt
George Dresden
Ron & Jill Duncan
Jane Engel
Paul L. Evans
Sabrina Ezzell
Karl Ferguson
Robert L. Fies
Kristina Flanagan
Gary Francis
Cindi Fuqua
Felice Garcia

Carl Gilmore

Donna Gomien

Charles & Jillian Goodmacher

Jeanne & George Gozigian

Nathaniel Graham

Steven Hecht & Dori Smith

Janice Honeycutt Hering &
Jim Hering, Jr.

Berry lves

Peter B. Ives

Dixie & Michael Jackson

Diane R. Karp, PhD

Sol Lederman

Edward Linderman

Nate Link

Dr. Alston C. Lundgren

EmmalLia Mariner

Janet & Geoffrey Marshall

Andrew Mayo

Mike McDaniel

Michael Melody &
Bonnie Binkert

Paula Metzner

Elizabeth Moya

Charles C. Newman &
Tom Appelquist

Christophe Olson

Elizabeth & Hugh Alan O'Neall

John Orem

Tiffany Cox Park
Anna Mae Patterson
Daniel & Carol Pava
Lynn Perls & Brenda Broussard
Karen Phillips & Kyle Olmon
Bryan Pletta
James & Coreen Plewa
Janice & Michael Quinn
Kate Rindy
Shelley Rossbach
The Honorable
Christopher Ruszkowski
Gladys Santana
Dr. Mary Shaw
The Honorable Amelia E. Shippy
Joan Sickler & Mike Rosow
Michael G. Smith
The Honorable Peter Smith &
Leticia Chambers
Susan Strebe
Laura Stupin
Warren & Mikey Thompson
Phyllis Turner
The Honorable Dr. Alfredo Vigil
Alton Walpole
Lori Webster
Linda Weil
Sydney Weydemeyer
Charles & Linda White
Rachel Winston

Number of Monthly Amigos Nearly Tripled from 2018-2023
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DONATE DIRECTLY FROM AN INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT (IRA)

If you own an Individual Retirement Account and are age 72 or older, you are eligible to receive tax ben-

efits if you transfer up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to Think New Mexico. The transfer will count

toward fulfilling your required minimum distribution from your IRA and will not be considered part of

your gross income for federal tax purposes.

For more information on donating from your IRA, just give us a call at (505) 992-1315 and we'll give

you all the information you need to make the transfer. Then simply contact the financial services com-

pany that serves as your IRA custodian and let them know that you would like to make a Qualified
Charitable Distribution to Think New Mexico from your IRA.

Dr. Kathleen Maley &
Stephen Smith

Sherry Malone & David Shavor

Tammy Maloof

Sarah Alley Manges

Jim & Dana Pope Manning

Sarah T. Manning

Gregg & Summer Manoff

James Mansfield &
F. Joan Mathien

Cynthia Mantegna

Antonio & Molly Manzanares

Dr. Douglas & Erica Mapel

Susan & Philip Marineau

Emmalia Mariner

Audrey Marnoy

Robert L. Marritz

Beverly Marrs

Jerry Marshak & Signe Bergman

Janet & Geoffrey Marshall

Sherry & Jim Martin

Susan L. Martin

Candace Martinez

The Honorable Damon &
Holly Martinez

Liddie & Rick Martinez

Kathy Massengale

Linda Matteucci

Eric Maxon & Marina Efroymson

Jim Maxon

Paula Maynes & Jeff McFall

Andrew Mayo

Cavill & Sally Maze

Kevin McBride

Pamela McBride

Dr. Charles McCanna &

Sue Ann Snyder
Jack & Kathy McCarthy
Mike McDaniel
Tom McDonald
Ingmarie & Tim McElvain
John McEnaney
Andy McEncroe
Mike McGeary
James McGrath
Jane & David McGuire
Caitlin McHugh & Courtney Kerr
John McKean
Bruce McKinney
Jean B. McKinney
Dorothy McKissick &

Donald Brannan
Annmarie McLaughlin
George & Tiia McLaughlin
Margaret McLean & Bill Moon
Blaire McPherson
Janet McVickar
Michael Melody &

Bonnie Binkert
Lynne A. & Steven E. Mendes
Dan Merians &

Elizabeth Bradley
Griffin Merians
Peter Merscher
Paula Metzner
Brent & Dawn Meyer
Tito Meyer
Dr. Kathleen M. & John Mezoff
Sim Middleton
Heather Z. Miles
Tom Miles

Think New Mexico 32

David Miller &
Sherry Thompson
Guy Miller
Harry Miller
Jeanette Boo Miller
Edwina H. Milner
Esther & Ralph Milnes
Dr. Michael & Betty Milroy
Karen & Philip Milstein
Judith Minks
Cody Minnich
Matthew Mitchell
Dr. William & Marsha Mitchell
Peter & Heather Mithoefer
The Honorable Steve Moise
Carol Moldaw
Kate Monahan
Amanda Montgomery &
Richard Von Kaenel
Margaret Montgomery
Joyce Mordhorst
Ann Morgan
Hazel Morgan &
Jerrett Koenigsberg
Shirley E Morrison
Philip W. & Suzanne R. Moss
Jackie M. & Michael Motley
Ed Moulin & Willa Lewis
John Moulton &
Kiva Duckworth-Moulton
Elizabeth Moya
Mary K. Mumford
Susan Munroe & Terry Smith
Agnes Mura & John Heinritz
Joan Murphy
Nancy Murphy



Philip & Julie Murray
Max & Linda Myers
Bette Myerson
Michael Nadler
The Honorable Judith Nakamura
Candy & Dave Nartonis
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.
Gay Nathan
Ruth G. Nathan
Sara Nathan & Joel Kazis
Dr. David Neal &
Alice Redmond-Neal
Jennie L. Negin
Sue & Jim Neidhart
Claudia B. Nelson
Richard Neuman
Aysen New
Charles C. Newman &
Tom Appelquist
Jodi Newton
Thomas Starr Nichols
Cynthia Nicholson
Matthew & Sandra Noe
Bob Nordstrum
lan Norrish
Faye & Dr. Chuck North, MD
David & Audrey Northrop
Katie & Jim Norton
Sarah Noss
Charles & Martha Novak
Nancy E. Oakes
Maggie Odell & Linda Zingle
Rachel O'Keefe & Steven Bohlin
Robert Oldakowski &
Luis Mendoza
Debra Olinger
Porus Olpadwala
Christophe Olson
Lynn & Jim Olson
Elizabeth & Hugh Alan O'Neall

Catherine Oppenheimer
Dylan O'Reilly &

Sara Montgomery
John Orem
Linda Osborne
Jean & Peter Ossorio
Alan T. Ostapack
Doug & Ana Ottersberg
Melinne Owen & Paul Giguere
Carole Owens
Jo & Tony Paap
Dr. Richard & Jane Padberg
Carmen Paradis & Brian McGrath
Tiffany Cox Park
Bill & Lisa Parshall
David Pascale
Jon Patten
Anna Mae Patterson
Fred E. & Laveta Patterson
Daniel & Carol Pava
Liz & Larry Pearsall
Lynn Perls & Brenda Broussard
Jane Perry
Roger Peterson
Evelyn Petschek
Pat & Michael Pfeifer
Karen Phillips & Kyle Olmon
Cynthia S. Piatt
The Honorable Sam Pick
The Honorable Lynn Pickard
Linda Pill
Mandy Pino
Mike & Charlotte Plantz
Bryan Pletta
James & Coreen Plewa
Kelly Pope & David Bulfer
Michael Pope, MD
Stephen Pope & Maria Higuera
Kevin Possin & Ann Lavine
Cara Gordon Potter
Earl & Deborah Potter
Sarah Potter & Tom Melk
Ann Powers & Vince Paoletti
David Prescott & Patricia Cloud
Larry & Lauren Prescott
Linda Prince
Dan & Judy Prono
Joseph J. & Lynne Ptacek
Lee F. Purcaro
Kip Purcell & Georgia Will
Michael Purdy
Christopher Purvis
Ann Quarles
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Dr. Tony Quay
Lisa Quick
Brigid Quinn & Will Seider
Janice & Michael Quinn
Stacy S. Quinn
Victoria Rabinowe &

Ed Oppenheimer
Mary Radnich
Stormy Ralstin & Brian Desind
Roberta Cooper Ramo &

Dr. Barry Ramo
Marcus Randolph &

Lee Caldwell
Melanie & Ed Ranney
Nancy Ranney & David Levi
John Rask, MD
Susan & Harry Read
Roderick Reay
Lois & Bud Redding
Charles & Karen Reeder
Ray A. Reeder
Jill Reichman
Dr. Robert & Kathleen Reidy
David Reinhardt
Rick & January Reissman
Keith Reiten
Charles & Loretta Reynolds
Elizabeth A. Rice
John Rich & Elizabeth Bayne
Laura Riedel
Jim & Gayle Riggs
Erika Rimson & David Bernstein
Kate Rindy
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Risser
Terry Rister
Mieka Ritsema & Ashok Reddy
Dr. Margaret E. Roberts
Shelley Roberts & Dewey Moore
Betsy & Steven Robeson
Jacquelyn Robins



LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY: JOIN THE TURQUOISE LEGACY CIRCLE

Members of the Turquoise Legacy Circle help sustain our work over the long term by including

Think New Mexico in their estate plans. We are honored by the generosity of the following mem-

bers of the Turquoise Legacy Circle who have let us know that they have included Think New
Mexico in their wills or designated Think New Mexico as the beneficiary of a retirement or other
account. For more information on making a legacy gift, please visit our website.

Anonymous (5) Patricia & Ariel Gutierrez Roberta Cooper Ramo &

Ann Aceves Hildegard Howden* Dr. Barry Ramo

The Honorable Phelps & Ira Jaffe Sandra Rasich
Ann Anderson Sylvia C. Koerber * [

Nancy Baker Herb & Shelly Koffler &

Seth Baranoff Robert & Charlotte Kornstein Sari SteiiiN—

The Honorable Paul Bardacke Jim Manning The Honore

Laurence Barker Barbara Mcintyre* Gretchen T

Rob Coffland Doris Meyers* & Richard Hertz George & Pa

John E. Emry* Charles* & Edwina Milner* Robert Trapp

Ambassador Glenn Ferguson* & Karen & Philip Milstein David Vigil
Patricia H. Ferguson * Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr. r

Harold Folley* & Jennie Negin Dr. David & Alice Red

Donna Gomien Z Peter Ossorio

i
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LEGACY DONOR PROFILE: CHARLES & EDWINA MILNER

Charles and Edwina Milner met at the University of Texas Austin,
where he was studying petroleum engineering and she was earning a
degree in art. Edwina was born in Oklahoma, of Chickasaw Nation and
Irish ancestry, and they both grew up in Texas and New Mexico. They
were married in 1954. Charles pursued a career in the oil industry, while
Edwina became a widely shown artist and a national activist for better

representation of women in the arts. They retired to Santa Fe in the
1990s, where they were generous patrons of the arts. Governor Richardson appointed Edwina to the
Board of Regents overseeing the New Mexico Museum and historical monuments, and her art continued

to be featured in gallery shows across the state until she was 91.

LEGACY DONOR PROFILE: HILDEGARD HOWDEN

Dr. Hildegarde “Hilde” A. Howden was born in Chicago in 1925. She married
Bruce Howden and they moved to Albuquerque, where she had a long career
teaching math to students from elementary through graduate school, editing and
co-authoring math textbooks, and serving as the District Mathematics
Coordinator for Albuquerque Public Schools. Hilde and Bruce later retired to
Santa Fe, where she enjoyed classical music, long walks with her dog Quincy, and

observing mathematical patterns in nature, from tree leaves to bird calls.
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Homer Robinson & Lisa Zahren
David Rockwell
Larry & Alice Rodgers
Rusty & Molly Rodke
Dorothy E. Rodriguez
Derek Roff
Lee Rogaliner & Anne Gifford
Dr. Alan Rogers
Marjorie & Steve Rogers
Elizabeth & James Roghair
Leo M. & Robin Romero
Vicente Romero
Dr. Donald & Sally Romig
Jane Ronca-Washburn
Paul Roop
Nancy Rose
Stephen Rose & Barbara Zaring
Doris Rosen
Betty Rosenberg
Patricia Rosenberg
Chaia Ross
Gary M. Ross, DDS
Shelley Rossbach
Trip Rothschild
Kevin Rowe & Irene Vlitos-Rowe
Pam Roy
Charlotte Roybal
Stephen Royce, Esq.
Randy Royster &
Maria Griego-Raby
Matilda Rubin
Kathryn Ruby & Paul Roth
Patricia Rudy-Baese
Bruce Runyan
George Ruptier
The Honorable
Christopher Ruszkowski
Paula Sabloff
Sara Sally Sabo
Ramona Sakiestewa
Francine Salkin &
Jonathan Beamer
Drs. Patrick J. Samora &
Julie Martinez
John & Marcia Samore
Molly Samsell & David Hess
Jay S. Samuels
Al & Mary Anne Sanborn
Leveo Sanchez
Rose Marie Sanchez
Mary Sandford
Gladys Santana
Louisa Stude Sarofim

Dr. Fen & JoAnn Sartorius
Didier Saumon
Anne Sawyer
Joan Sawyer
David Saylors
Wilson & Jenna Scanlan
William Scarborough
Candace Schau
Alan Schechner
William & Cheryl Scheer
Stephanie Schlanger & Randy Bos
Nancy Schmierbach
Carl & Carol Schneider
Michael Schneider & Mary Uhl
Stuart & Charlotte Schoenmann
Dr. Peter Scholle
Rich Schrader
Mary E. Schruben
Michael Schulz & Marie Maher
Tom Schwab & Pamela Donegan
Nan Schwanfelder
David & Martha Schwartz
Jeff & Verlan Schwehn
Scott Schweighauser & Liz Ellrodt
Victoria Lee Seale
Thomas B. Seamon
Donna Sebastian
Ron & Meryl Segel
Jack & Peggy Seigel
Susan & Richard Seligman
Mary Ann Shaening
Thomas & Rebecca Shankland
Harry & Peyton Shapiro
Loretta J. Sharp
Leslie Shaw
Dr. Mary Shaw
E.C. Sheeley
Jay & Katherine Shelton
Benjamin Shield
Betsy & Tom Shillinglaw
The Honorable

Amelia Ellen Shippy
Jane Shreffler
David & Patricia Shulman
Steve & Kate Geier Shultz
Joan Sickler & Mike Rosow
Herman Siegelaar &

Cornelia Bryer
Carol Silverman
Earnestine Simmons
Maggie Simms
David J. & Ann Simon
Dr. Janet Simon
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Tom & Susan Simons
Ken & Martha Simonsen
Walt & Beth Simpson
Jen Sincero
Allan Sindelar
Ann Singer
Jo Anne H. Singer
Barbara Sinha
Bill & Amy Sisneros
George & Vivian Skadron
David Skowran
Susan & Ken Slade
Ginna Sloane
Bruce A. Smith
Donald Smith & Lucy Crane
Dr. Fredrica & Paul Smith
Michael G. Smith
Morgan Smith & Sherry Patten
The Honorable Peter Smith &
Leticia Chambers
Robert Gordon & Kit Smith
Stephen Snyder
Leann Sommers-Templeman
Diane Sparago
Khalil Spencer &
Meena Sachdeva
Jacob Spigel
Dr. Jim Spigel &
Dinorah Gutierrez
Joseph Spinden
Julia & David Stafford
Deb & Zack Stalberg
Joseph Stampfer & Leah George



DONATE YOUR OLD VEHICLE TO KEEP THINK NEW MEXICO RUNNING

Whether it's running or not, your car, truck, RV, boat, or other vehicle can make a positive difference

in the lives of New Mexicans if you donate it to Think New Mexico. We partner with the nonprofit CARS,

which will come pick up the vehicle, sell it at auction, and forward the proceeds to Think New Mexico.

If you have any questions or would like to donate your vehicle call CARS at 1-877-411-3662 (be sure

to tell them that the donation is for Think New Mexico!) or visit the “Support” page of our website.

Stanley & Marilyn Stark

Dorothy Starr

The Honorable James Starzynski

Susanne Stauffer

Ann Steadman

Nancy Steedman

Susan Steffy

Sari Stein

Robert & Nicky Steinkamp

Nancy & Jerry Stermer

Aaron Stern

C.L. Steven

Sharon Stewart

Susan Stickney

Greg Stier

Tiago Stock & Theresa Gheen

Andrew & Katie Stone

Jan R. Stone

Suzanne Stone

Elyzabeth Stow

Kim Straus

Jocelyn Strauss

Milton Strauss, PhD

Susan Strebe

Shann Stringer

Laura Stupin

Claudette Sutton

Duffy & Jean Ann Swan

Dr. G. V. Swan

Judith Swayne

Bill Swift

Kim & Bob Swininoga

Susan & Larry Tackman

William Taggart, PhD

The Honorable William G. &
Rebecca Tallman

Patrick Talou

Penelope Tarasuk
Kathleen A. Tari
Nathaniel Tarn
Ronald Tarrson &
Camille Canzone
Janet Taub
Ellen Taylor
Gretchen Taylor
Jan & Kim Taylor
Ron & Karen Taylor
Fred & Ann Teitelbaum
Carol & Steven Teutsch
John & Gayla Thal
Corliss Thalley
Nina & Gary Thayer
Carl & Marilynn Thoma
Mark & Yolanda Thoma
Carroll A. Thomas
George Thomas &
Joyce Scott-Thomas
Mary Thomas
Tom Thomas
Joseph & Lois Thompson
Stephen Thompson &
Anne Weaver
Warren & Mikey Thompson
Jennifer Thorne Lehman
Duane & Rondi Thornton
Todd Tibbals & Andrea Escher
Enid Tidwell
Suzanne M. Timble
The Honorable Russell Toal
Barrett Toan & Polly O'Brien
Rock & Deborah T. Tope
Mandi J. Torrez &
Russell Contreras
Richard & Caroline Tower
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Jason T. Trainor
Robert B. Trapp &

Belinda Martinez
Michael Treitler
Wenda Trevathan &

Gregg Henry
Jorge Tristani
Lynn & Craig Trojahn
Allan & Lonna Trosclair
Art & Bonnie Truijillo
Tony Trujillo & Ann Saiz-Trujillo
Todd Tucker
Phyllis Turner
Rick Tyner
Sharyn & Kimball Udall
Lynn Umbreit & Bruce Haibach
Sachiko & Anthony Umi
Bert Umland & Gregory Grannan
Adam Usdan & Andrea Pollock
Mary W. Utton
Jean & Rich Van Camp
Karen Van de Velde-Kossman &

Rob Kossmann
Sharon & Bob Van de Velde
Bernard &

Josephine Van der Hoeven
Owen & Katherine Van Essen
Deborah & Hubert Van Hecke
Andrew & Heather Van Luchene
Billie Velasco
Mary Pettitt Venable
Joan H. Vernick
The Honorable Dr. Alfredo Vigil
David M. Vigil
Drs. Debbie Vigil &

Michael Whiting
Dave & Liz Vlaming



Sara & Dayton Voorhees

Judith Wagner

Kim Walker

Sarah Walker

Ann Mulhern Waller &
Steve Waller

Dr. Edward A. & Cynthia Walpin

Alton Walpole

Caro Waterman

Anne Watkins & Sterling Grogan

EB & Caroline Watson

Gerry Wawrek

The Honorable Alan Webber &
Frances Diemoz

Max Weber

Lori Webster

Woody Weed

Linda Weil

Dr. Steven Weiner

V. Gregory Weirs

Bill Weiss

Rosa Weiss

Caroline Ann Wells

Kappy Wells

Ssu Weng & Peter Pesic

H. Nicole &
James A. Werkmeister

Helen Wertheim

Liz Wertheim

Bill Wesbrooks

Jerry West

Steven Westby &
Frances Penvenne

Bruce Weydemeyer &
Charlotte J. Kinney

Sydney Weydemeyer

Jim & Amy Weyhrauch

The Honorable Michael &
Kyle Wheeler

Charles & Linda White

Dr. Harvey J. White

Jerry & Ed White

Mary White

Robert C. White &
Pamela Gravagne

Rollin & Dr. Cheryl Whitman

“Thank heaven you and your fine team are willing to take on these Sisyphean tasks

Michael Wiese &

Margaret Hennessey
William H. & Janislee Wiese
Vicki Wilcox & Jeffrey Myers

Bill Wiley &
Dianne Chalmers-Wiley
Ronald Wilkins

Cheryl Lou Williams
Margaret G. Williams
Susan Williams
Aletta Wilson
Ellee Wilson
Franklin E. Wilson
John & Carolyn Wilson
Nancy J. & Ronald C. Winger
Peter A. Winograd
Rachel Winston
Arnold & Virginia Wise
Gerald Wise & Rebecca Phillips
Jane Wishner &
Dr. Robert Rosenberg
David Witt
Judith L. Witten
Nancy J. Witter
Sally Witters
Karen Wohlgemuth
Barak Wolff & Leah Popp
Guy & Marcia Wood
The Honorable Richard &
Debbie Woodbury
Dustin Wright

=

Sheldon & Sharon Wright
Jerold & Joyce Wulf
Susan & Katy Yanda &
Chris Norris
The Honorable Hess Yntema &
Patricia Contreras Yntema
Glenn Yocum & Emelie Olson
John Yoeckel
Daniel & Carmen Yohalem
Julia L. Young
Richard Yzenbaard
Ernest Zapata, Jr.
Drs Kezhuang Zhao & Yan Yang
Charles & Alice Zlatkoff
Arpad Zolyomi

In-Kind Donors:

The Honorable Paul Bardacke

Peter Ellzey

Stephen G. Gaber

Meg Meister

Modrall Sperling Law Firm

Arlyn Nathan

Roberta Cooper Ramo

Drs. Patrick J. Samora &
Julie Martinez

Alex Sedillos

Jonas Skardis

Taurus Group, Inc.

Jennifer & Anthony Trujillo

1”

ELIZABETH WERTHEIM, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO, APRIL 5, 2022

37 Think New Mexico




GET YOUR THINK NEW MEXICO GEAR AT OUR ONLINE STORE
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Gifts in Memory of:

ANNE BLOG
Tom Blog

JUDGE SANTIAGO CAMPOS
Nancy Desiderio &
Michael Sloane

RICHARD J. DALY
David Abbey

Paul Bardacke

Mike Daly

Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

JORDAN DAVIS
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

HAROLD FOLLEY
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

DAVID V. FOX
Robert Edmunds
Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.

SANDRA D. GARCIA
F. Chris Garcia

GILBERT & ELSIE GOMEZ
Terry Gomez

BARBARA E. HOLZAPEFEL
Bernhard E. Holzapfel

LAURENCE ERICKSON LOUCKS

Lynne Loucks Buchen

FRANCES ELSON NATHAN
Kathryn Ruby & Paul Roth

Think New Mexico's online store has something for everyone, from
stickers to tote bags, cell phone cases, notebooks, water bottles,
mugs, t-shirts, hoodies, and more! They make great gifts and show
your support for Think New Mexico.

You can find the store on our website at:
http://www.thinknewmexico.org/online -store

Left: 2023 Leadership Interns model their Think New Mexico shirts

DR. PATRICK QUINN Gifts in Honor of:

Stacy S. Quinn
ys.Q JOSIAH CHILD
JANET RODNEY TARN Audrey Marnoy

Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.
NANCY G. DICKENSON
ART TRUJILLO Lorraine Gallard

Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr.
KRISTINA G. FISHER

BILL WITKIN Lisa & Rick Fisher

Arlyn & Fred Nathan, Jr. Stephanie Schlanger & Randy Bos
Bill Weiss
Rosa Weiss

JERI HERTZMAN
Leslie Shaw

EDWARD LIFSCHITZ
Ann Singer

ALAN MARKS
Norty & Summers Kalishman

SUSAN L. MARTIN
Lorna Dyer & Jerry D. Watts

MICHAEL R. NADLER
Gregory Barnes

FRED NATHAN, JR

Richard J. Daly Maggie Simms

FRED NATHAN & FAMILY
Robert &
Elizabeth Fishel Houghteling

MANDI TORREZ
Audrey Marnoy
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Accent Fire Safety Associates PC
ACP Architects
Activision Blizzard
Amazon Smile Foundation
Ann Anderson
Counseling & Consulting, LLC
Arrowwood
Avalon Trust
Bellas Artes
Bueno Foods
Cedar Crest Vision LLC
Cid's Food Market, Inc.
D.E. Shaw Group
The Design Company
Dion's Pizza
East Tao Corporation
El Gancho

Enterprise Bank and Trust

Gila Wild - El Rancho Mendoza
The Gould Law Firm, Inc.

Heart of NM, LLC

JP Morgan Chase Employee Giving
Loretto Chapel

Miller Stratvert P.A.

Mountainair Films

Nusenda Foundation

PassByte

The Placitas Group LLC

Reconnect, Inc.

Rex Goes Racing

Robert L. Homer & Associates, LLC
Shepherd's Lamb/Tierra Wools
Stone Age Climbing Gym
TechPaladin Printing

US Eagle Foundation
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Join Us!

We hope you'll consider joining the more than 1,200 New Mexicans listed
on the previous pages by becoming a supporter of Think New Mexico.
There are many ways to do so, including mailing a check in the enclosed
yellow envelope, donating online, becoming a monthly contributor, mak-
ing a rollover from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA), donating
a vehicle, and including a bequest to Think New Mexico in your estate

planning. Visit our website at www.thinknewmexico.org to learn more.
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Leadership Intern Group Photos: page 79, top to bottom

2023 intern Jesus Sanchez on the way to his Truman Scholarship interview

2018 interns Neel Roy, Julisa Rodriguez, Mitchel Latimer, Emmalia
Mariner & Elena Purcell

2016 interns Marcos Duran, Jay Maharath & Prasamsa Dhakal

2015 interns Noel Martinez, Michael Sedillo & Seth Barany

2022 interns Abigail Goldstein, Malina Brannen, & Alyssa Noelle Capuano

2017 interns Shea Fallick, Abel Romero, Phil Wilkinson, Joli McSherry &
Peyton Lawrenz with Think New Mexico board members Roberta
Ramo, Clara Apodaca & LaDonna Harris

Thinking Cap” Photos

PAGE 25: Evelyn Petschek running the Marine Corps 10K in
Washington, DC

PAGE 26: Rick Martinez on his tractor at the Rancho Faisan, Espafiola

PAGE 29: Think New Mexico board member Phelps Anderson at the
pony ride outside the Ranch Market in Clayton, NM

PAGE 30: Bill Stone enjoying his thinking cap in Chestnut Hill, MA

PAGE 33: 2019 Leadership Intern Rouzi Guo in Santa Fe;
Ambassador Tom Udall giving a speech at the U.S. Capitol
in May 2018, when he was a U.S. Senator

PAGE 35: Witkin Nathan in Santa Fe, New Mexico

PAGE 37: Martha Ann Sloan at Zozobra in Santa Fe
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We wish to acknowledge the Albuquerque Journal, the Guadalupe
County Communicator, the Navajo Times, the Rio Grande Sun, the
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Background images on pages 24 — 40 are by Kristina G. Fisher of loca-
tions throughout New Mexico.



THINK NEW MEXICO'S SOCIAL INVESTORS

come from 149 communities in 31 of New Mexico's 33 counties (and beyond!)
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Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it is the
only thing that ever has. — Margaret Mead





