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PRC overhaul moving quickl\ in NM Legislature

By Barry Massey _ The Associated Press

1/31/2012

Proposals to overhaul a scandal-tarnished state regulatory agency are off to a fast start in the Legislature and

enjoy bipartisan support. 

Three measures to revamp the Public Regulation Commission are heading to the House for consideration after

unanimously clearing several committees. It's uncertain when the proposals will be debated. 

The PRC, made up of five elected members, regulates utilities, telecommunications, insurance and other
industries. Two commissioners have been forced to resign since 2010 because of felony convictions, including

Jerome Block Jr. last year for misuse of taxpayer money and campaign law violations. 

"These three constitutional amendments will go a long way toward fixing the systemic problems that have plagued

the PRC since its inception and reforming the agency so that it better serves all New Mexicans," Fred Nathan,
executive director of Think New Mexico, said Tuesday. The independent think tank published a report last year

advocating an overhaul of the PRC. 

If approved by the House and Senate, the proposals will be placed on the November general election ballot and

voters will decide whether to adopt them. 

The House Voters and Elections Committee unanimously endorsed two measures Tuesday to change the state

Constitution to streamline PRC duties: 

-- Removing insurance from the PRC's supervision and creating an independent regulator with the insurance

superintendent appointed by the governor. Candidates would be recommended by a bipartisan nominating

commission named by legislative leaders. Currently, the PRC hires and fires the insurance superintendent. 

-- Shifting the registration and annual reporting requirements for corporations from the PRC to the secretary of
state's office, which already handles those responsibilities for partnerships. 

A third proposal will require minimum professional and educational qualifications for elected PRC members.

Two committees have unanimously endorsed the measure. 

If adopted by voters, it would be left to the Legislature to establish the specific qualifications. Advocates have

suggested requiring PRC members to have a bachelor's degree from an accredited college or several years of

professional experience in certain areas, such as law, engineering or economics. 
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CXUUeQWO\, a PRC caQdidaWe QeedV RQO\ WR be 18, a NeZ Me[icR UeVideQW fRU aW OeaVW RQe \eaU aQd haYe QR

feORQ\ cRQYicWiRQV. AW OeaVW 15 VWaWeV iPSRVe edXcaWiRQaO RU SURfeVViRQaO e[SeUieQce TXaOificaWiRQV RQ WheiU XWiOiW\

UegXOaWRUV, accRUdiQg WR Whe WhiQN WaQN'V UeSRUW. 

BORcN, 34, didQ'W haYe a fRXU-\eaU cROOege degUee aQd ZRUNed aW a WiWOe iQVXUaQce cRPSaQ\ ZheQ he UaQ fRU Rffice

iQ 2008. 

CRPPiVViRQeU JaVRQ MaUNV WROd OaZPaNeUV RQ TXeVda\ WhaW he ZeOcRPed Whe SURSRVed chaQgeV. He deVcUibed

Whe PRC'V iQVXUaQce RSeUaWiRQV aV a "PiQiaWXUe NiQgdRP" QRW ZeOO iQWegUaWed ZiWhiQ Whe ageQc\. IW'V XS WR Whe

iQVXUaQce VXSeUiQWeQdeQW -- UaWheU WhaQ Whe cRPPiVViRQeUV ZhR PaNe deciViRQV RQ XWiOiW\ PaWWeUV -- WR UeYieZ aQd

aSSURYe iQVXUaQce UaWe iQcUeaVeV. 

MaUNV Vaid cRPPiVViRQeUV dRQ'W haYe Whe WiPe WR fROORZ iQVXUaQce iVVXeV XQWiO "VRPeWhiQg bORZV XS," VXch aV

SXbOic aQgeU WZR \eaUV agR RYeU a heaOWh iQVXUaQce UaWe iQcUeaVe Rf PRUe WhaQ 20 SeUceQW. MRYiQg iQVXUaQce RXW

Rf Whe PRC, MaUNV Vaid, ZiOO aOORZ Whe cRPPiVViRQeUV WR fRcXV RQ Whe cRUe PiVViRQ Rf UegXOaWiQg XWiOiWieV aQd

WeOecRPPXQicaWiRQV cRPSaQieV. 

TZR RWheU PRC PePbeUV aOVR VXSSRUW Whe UegXOaWRU\ RYeUhaXO. 

------ 

The PRC iQVXUaQce chaQge iV HJR17. The cRUSRUaWiRQ UegiVWUaWiRQ SURSRVaO iV HJR16 aQd Whe PRC
TXaOificaWiRQV PeaVXUe iV HJR11. 

------ 

OQliQe: 

The NeZ Me[icR LegiVOaWXUe: hWWS://ZZZ.QPOegiV.gRY 

-------- 
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